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RE: RMP Revisions

 

Dear Ed Shepard and BLM:

 

I regret being unable to attend the Grants Pass meeting, but I had a few things I wished to add to the record in my absence. The Bloody Jones Timber Sale, which occurred in about 1997, above my house at 2364 East Jones Creek Road, Grants Pass, on BLM land was a sad demonstration of how BLM has carried out their business.

 

The sale began with a show of concern for those home owners next to the area. They met with us at my house to discuss and receive input on their plan. However, it turned out that that was just a show. We were told that the logging would be carried out with helicopters. This would supposedly lower the logging truck traffic and be more acceptable environmentally. The helicopters were to carry the harvested trees up over the ridge above to a landing area.

 

However, this turned out to be all smoke and mirrors. In reality, the company that did the logging secured the help of two property owners, one just above me in the valley and one next to me just below me who was a Californian who was not even living there at the time. This was done without notifying anyone else in the valley below the logged area and in stark contrast to what we were told was going to happen. In addition, as the helicopters flew the logs directly over my guest house up above me which, at the time, housed a family of five including two premature newborn twins. 

 

Afterwards I was told by a forest service consultant that this operation could not possibly have been done any other way from a financially positive view. The fuel that the helicopters would have required to pull those logs up into the air and over the ridge would have been prohibitive of a financially successful harvest. In addition, when I tried to contact BLM to discuss the situation shortly after the "revised" plan for this operation began ,I was ignored repeatedly and unable to raise my concerns.

 

All in all, it was, in my view and in some of the views of others here in the valley, deceptive behavior by BLM. Thus, I personally feel that if BLM is involved, anything they say should be taken with a LARGE grain of salt, at a minimum.

 

Thank you for your consideration.

 

Charles Crispen, D.O.

2364 East Jones Creek Road

Grants Pass, OR 97526
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