
 

   
    

     
           

 

      

 
 

 
   

 
  

 

        

 
       

       

       

       

       

       

       

                
  

         

  

From: Jim Wolf 
To: BLM_OR_RMPs_WesternOregon 
Cc: "Jim Wolf"; "Neil Benson" 
Subject: RMPs for Western Oregon Comments 
Date: Thursday, July 05, 2012 4:55:22 PM 
Attachments: Jackson County Integrated Fire Plan Executive Committee input on BLM RMP scoping.docx 

Below and attached are comments submitted on behalf of the Jackson County integrated Fire 
Plan’s Executive Committee: 

Jackson County Integrated Fire Plan Executive Committee 
Jackson County recognized an overwhelming need for increased coordination among wildfire 
management agencies and a need for a greater understanding of and responsibility for wildfire 
safety among residents of Jackson County.  Wildfire risk in Jackson County is among the highest in 
the state (Oregon Community At Risk Assessment).  The Jackson County Integrated Fire Plan 
(JaCIFP) creates opportunities for citizens and agencies to increase preparedness for wildfire and 
other emergencies. The plan’s Mission Statement reflects the need for increased preparedness and 
coordination: 

“Reduce the risk of wildfire to life, property and natural resources in 
Jackson County by coordinating public agencies, community 
organizations, private landowners, and the public to increase their 
awareness of and responsibility for fire issues.“ 

-JaCIFP Mission Statement 

What would a successful plan look like to you? 
A successful Resource Management Plan would be an inclusive process that addresses goals of the 
National Fire Plan, Healthy Forest Restoration Act, the National Cohesive Wildland Fire 
Management Strategy and regional affiliates, and other federal initiatives that support community 
wildfire protection planning (CWPP) efforts to reduce wildfire risk to life, property and natural 
resources in Jackson County.  It would address the goals of the JaCIFP: 

1.	 Ensure the Sustainability and Viability of the Jackson County Integrated Fire Plan 
2.	 Promote Collaboration and Build Community Involvement 
3.	 Improve Fuel Conditions in Forests and in the Wildland Urban Interface 
4.	 Promote Coordinated Fire Protection and Suppression 
5.	 Promote Countywide Coordinated Emergency Management Effective Communication 
6.	 Promote Wildfire Education, Awareness, and Prevention among citizens and public and 

private partners in Jackson County 
7.	 Promote Local Economic Opportunities While Addressing Forest Fuel and Forest Health 

Conditions and Debris Removal Needs 

What kind of management does BLM do that you like and would like to see more of? 
We applaud the Medford District BLM efforts to support the goals of the JaCIFP.  We would like to 
see the capacity and ability to continue this level of collaboration. 

What is the appropriate scale and scope for the plan? 
The Executive Committee supports an RMP process and product focused at the scale of the 
Medford District BLM.  The scope of the Medford District RMP should include priority recognition 
of the condition, need and challenge of reducing wildfire risk in the dry forest conditions unique for 
western Oregon. 
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What kind of management does BLM do that you like and would like to see more of?

We applaud the Medford District BLM efforts to support the goals of the JaCIFP.   We would like to see the capacity and ability to continue this level of collaboration.

What is the appropriate scale and scope for the plan?

The Executive Committee supports an RMP process and product focused at the scale of the Medford District BLM.   The scope of the Medford District RMP should include priority recognition of the condition, need and challenge of reducing wildfire risk in the dry forest conditions unique for western Oregon. 

How should the BLM protect property and ensure fire resilient forests?

Medford District forests are signified by their checkerboard pattern on the broad landscape, commonly intermixed with private industrial and non-industrial forests as well as homes and communities. It is very important that federal forest fuels reduction effort should take into account this pattern and prioritize treatments that reduce the risk of uncharacteristic fire to rural land-owners and communities.     

The BLM should closely consult with the Jackson County Integrated Fire Plan, other local CWPP’s, regional expertise and networks that address the risk of fire to life, property and natural resources. The BLM should work to tier strategic plans and activity to National Fire Plan, Healthy Forest Restoration Act, the National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy and regional affiliates, and other federal initiatives that support community wildfire protection planning (CWPP) efforts.

How can BLM lands contribute to local economies and support local communities?

A goal of the JaCIFP is to promote local economic opportunities while addressing forest fuel and forest health conditions and debris removal needs.  The BLM could contribute to the addressing the following objectives that are included in the JaCIFP:

1. Support efforts to improve financial viability of fuels reduction work through biomass and small log utilization.

2. Provide contractor education and training opportunities; promote opportunities for cottage industries.

3. Provide information on workers compensation and liability for the potential workforce, as well as federal contracting conditions.
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Respectively submitted by: 

Jim Wolf, coordinator 
Jackson County Integrated Fire Plan 
fireplancoordinator@gmail.com 
541.324.3446 
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