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Please find the attached document which are the scoping comments from the
International Mountain Bicycling Association. If we can be of any further assistance
in crafting this plan or implementing it please fee free to contact me or IMBA's
Regional Director, Anna Laxague who is copied on this email.
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IMBA Policy Analyst/In-House Counsel
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303.250.0720
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July 5, 2012



Oregon State Office, Bureau of Land Management

333 S.W. 1st. Avenue

Portland, OR 97204



RE: Western Oregon RMP



Dear Planning Team: 



Thank you for taking the time to consider these comments for the Resource Management Plans for Western Oregon. The

International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA) founded in 1988, leads the national and worldwide mountain bicycling

communities through a network of 80,000 individual supporters, 750 affiliate clubs, and 600 dealer members. IMBA teaches

sustainable trail building techniques and has become a leader in trail design, construction, and maintenance; encourages

responsible riding, volunteer trail work, and cooperation among trail user groups and land managers. Each year, IMBA

members and affiliated clubs conduct more than 750,000 hours of volunteer trail stewardship on America’s public lands and

are some of the best assistants to federal, state, and local land managers.



IMBA considers the BLM to be at the forefront of managing mountain bicycling on public lands. The BLM is the only agency to have a mountain bicycling specific strategy[footnoteRef:1] and has been very receptive to trying a variety of partnership concepts to develop progressive trails and management regimes. In Oregon, the development of the Sandy Ridge Trail system near Mt. Hood has set the standard for a sustainable, user-centric recreation experience on federal land. IMBA has also worked with the BLM on other western Oregon trail systems in Nestucca, Alsea Falls, Carpenters Bypass, and Molalla River. In order to bring that same level of sophistication to the RMP’s for Western Oregon we ask that the BLM engage in landscape scale trail planning.  [1:  2002 National Mountain Bicycling Strategic Action Plan] 




As general management plan IMBA could support a wide range of management prescriptions that 



Comprehensive Trail System Planning



As a landscape scale management model we recommend creating a “Hub and Spoke” system allowing for easier management, providing opportunities for a range of trail experiences, access to other recreation resources and destinations, as well as adjacent public lands. An example of the model is Fruita, Colorado and Moab, Utah. Both cities host extensive stacked loop trails and trail systems and serve as riding Hubs connected by the Kokopelli Trail. While this example is huge in scale, a proportionate system could also serve the Western Oregon and the surrounding area.



A Hub is an area in the front or side country that is relatively easy to access. The area features a higher trail density with a stacked loop system that could offer beginner, intermediate and/or expert trails, as dictated by the management needs of the area and the landscape. A Hub could also include hiking only trails, and trails that provide access to other recreation resources such as rock climbing sites or river access points. 



The Spoke trails are connections between Hub areas and other destinations such as home, community amenities, other developed recreation sites, and into the backcountry. Ensuring that the areas are interconnected creates benefits such as allowing trails to be used for transportation as well as recreation. This also allows recreational riding to begin from home, eliminating the need to drive to the trailhead and adding value to local properties. 



In addition to the transportation function that Spoke trails play they are often the long backcountry rides that many mountain bikers travel around the country to experience. These trails through the backcountry provide incredible experiences in a natural setting that demands endurance, intestinal fortitude, and self-reliance. They are lightly traveled and rugged, maintained only for passage. Because these trails are not used as frequently or as extensively as others our use of them is sometimes discounted. However, these rides are the fundamental component of many riders experience



A fully planned and developed system of interconnected Hubs and Spokes will form an intentional and integrated trail network that meets the experiential and access needs of a majority of trail users. If these experiential and access needs are proactively managed through system wide trail-planning incidents of conflict and resource degradation can be avoided. 



Moreover, many rural communities in Oregon have suffered economically with the decline in timber revenues. The lands that once provided timber, however, can be sustainably used to create destination-quality trail systems that will generate tourism revenue from visiting mountain bicyclists and other outdoor recreation enthusiasts. A great example is the community of Oakridge, OR, which has taken advantage of the trails in the surrounding National Forest to draw local, national, and international visitors, becoming Oregon’s first IMBA Ride Center. Outside Oregon, communities such as Moab, UT, and Grand Junction, CO, have similarly thrived because of mountain bike trails on adjacent BLM lands. With mountain bicyclists spending millions of dollars per year to travel to high-quality trails this represents a viable route for rural communities to determine their financial future.



We ask that the RMP incorporate a comprehensive trail planning mechanism to work with local mountain bikers and develop an integrated trail network.



In general, there are many opportunities to develop mountain bicycle trails on BLM lands in western Oregon. Large, contiguous tracts adjacent or near to other public lands allow for expansion of existing trails or creation of new trail systems. In addition, many BLM tracts are within 30 minutes drive time from population centers and can thus serve the needs of the states’ mountain bicyclists, most of whom live in urban areas. As part of the Western Oregon RMP, IMBA sees the following opportunities to develop new trails and trail systems.



Larch Mountain – Close to the Portland metropolitan area and adjacent to existing popular trail system that could be expanded to provide increased mileage and diversity of experiences..



Sandy Ridge – Already home to Oregon’s best mountain bike trail system and 45 minutes from downtown Portland. Future expansion will maximize efficiency of existing investment in trails and infrastructure (parking area, CTX, signs, bridge) to make it a world class mountain bike destination.



Wildcat Mountain – Across Hwy. 26 from Sandy Ridge, Wildcat Mountain could be considered Phase II of trail development in the area. 



Lower Umpqua River – A nationally famous trail and an IMBA Epic, there exists the option to enhance the lower trail segments to compliment and enhance the current trail offering.



Molalla – Another site close to the Portland metropolitan area, planning is currently underway to improve the trail system for all non-motorized users.



Carpenters Bypass – Near the Eugene metropolitan area, planning is currently underway to improve the trail system for all non-motorized users.



Ashland Resource Area –  The current proposals around Timber Mountain should be continued.  Additional opportunity areas are:

- Table Mountain/Hyatt and Howard Prairie Lake

- Cantrall Buckley/Star Gulch/Mount Baldy/Tallowbox Area

- Anderson Butte/Baldy Mtn/Strerling Mine Ditch Area

- Birdsye Creek/Schieffelin Gulch

 

Grants Pass Resource Area – The Cathedral Hills trails are great riding, additional opportunities are:

-Greens Creek/Baldy Mtn/Mt Bluie/Grants Pass Peak

-Dollar Mountain

-Galice/Mt. Peavine

 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Butte Falls Resource Area - Rogue RATS proposal in on the Rogue River should be competed with additional opportunities around Obenchain/Worthington/Green Top/Round Top and Lost Creek Lake/Flounce Rock/Burnt Peak.



IMBA and our paid trail consulting team, Trail Solutions, are available for consultation on managing, designing and constructing sustainable trail systems. We greatly appreciate your efforts in to enhance outdoor recreation opportunities and thank you for accepting our comments. We look forward to continuing a productive relationship in the future.  Please feel free to contact us, Jeremy Fancher (303) 545-9011 (jeremy.fancher@imba.com) if we can be of further assistance.





Respectfully Submitted,







________________________________

Jeremy  Fancher

Policy Analyst

International Mountain Bicycling Association



IMBA.com • PO Box 7578 • Boulder • CO • 303.545.9011
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