From: Al LePage

To: BLM_OR_RMPs_WesternOregon

Cc: Rocky Houston; Jim Protiva

Subject: RMPs Western OR, Comments, National Coast Trail Association

Date: Thursday, July 05, 2012 3:07:00 PM

Attachments: BLM Comments Resource Management Plans for Western Oregon 7-5-12.pdf
Importance: High

Hello:

Attached you will find our comments for the process of revising Resource
Management Plans (RMPs) for Western Oregon.

Thank you,

Al LePage, Director

National Coast Trail Association
PO Box 11045

Portland, OR 97211-0045
Al.LePage@CoastTrails.org
503-335-3876
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“Keeping the Coast for Everyone”

Through Advocacy, Education and Action
For Trails, Public Access and Coastal Preservation

July 5, 2012
Kim Titus, Salem District Manager
Bureau of Land Management
Salem District Office
1717 Fabry Road S.E., Salem, Oregon 97306

Hello:

The National Coast Trail Association’s vision is the “National Coast Trail,” a land and water-based
coastal trail system around the United States providing opportunities to experience the natural, historic
and cultural resources along its length. Our priority goal focuses on America’s 1,800-mile “West Coast
Trail,” a hiking trail from Cape Flattery, WA to the Mexican border in California. The Oregon Coast
Trail represents an approximately 400-mile section of the West Coast Trail, and therefore the BLM's
New River Area of Critical Environmental Concern and Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area are
of great interest to our organization as your agency now begins the process to revise your Resource
Management Plans for Western Oregon.

Since the vision to complete the Oregon Coast Trail is a mutually shared goal with the Oregon Parks &
Recreation Department, developing a trail connection at Yaquina Head and its implications for
revising your Resource Management Plans is the focus of our comments in this letter. More
specifically, the comments provided focus on our organization’s goals of trail development and
enhancement relative to the Oregon Coast Trail within and immediately adjacent to the boundaries
of Yaquina Head Qutstanding Natural Area.

A Model for Yaquina Head: BLM Management Plan for Recreation at New River

We suggest that the existing recreation objectives for hiking at New River be seen as a potential model for
connecting the Oregon Coast Trail at Yaquina Head such that management would continue to serve both
natural/cultural resource protection objectives and also provide for visitor experiences.





Therefore, although we do realize that each management area is unique and so specific objectives could
differ, we simply offer the following specifics for recreation exerpted from the BLM's New River Area of
Critical Environmental Concern Management Plan that was updated May 2004 as potentially also being
appropriate for Yaquina Head, and therefore also consistent within BLM's own existing policies and
planning documents. Bolded text represents specifics that we see as also potentially being applied to
Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area as follows:

Recreation

Objective 4 — Accommodate low-impact recreational use at New River while providing a variety of
experience opportunities to help meet existing and anticipated demands.

Reasons for Action

The New River ACEC has a dual designation as a Special Recreation Management Area. This designation
acknowledges BLM’s commitment to provide specific recreation activities and experience
opportunities at New River in a manner that is compatible with protecting the natural and cultural
resource values of the ACEC. Visitor use needs to be managed in a manner that does not diminish the
integrity of these resources.

* New River’s natural and cultural resources may be affected by human presence and use. This
calls for a balance between public recreational use at New River and protection of its resources.

* Protecting the natural, cultural, and aesthetic values at New River will help to preserve the values
of the ACEC for future visitors.

* New River continues to be attractive to visitors for traditional uses such as waterfowl hunting and
fishing. At the same time, the area provides outstanding opportunities for low-impact
recreation activities, such as wildlife viewing, hiking, canoeing and kayaking, and picnicking.
Balancing the needs of all user groups in a compatible way is necessary.

* Manage for specific recreation opportunity settings to ensure a quality experience for
visitors.

Planned Actions

General . . .Visitors will be encouraged to use established roads, trails, fishing areas, and other
primary use areas (e.g., learning center, boat launches, wildlife viewing platform, and picnic areas).

Recreational Activities . . .

Accommodate low-impact, non-motorized activities, such as: wildlife observation, nature study,
hiking, walking, jogging, photography, picnicking, canoeing and kayaking, fishing, bicycling, and
horseback riding.

Finally, the New River management document also specifically recognized the Oregon Coast Trail in
serving both the needs of hikers and long-distance backpackers for recreation, exactly what a trail
connection at Yaquina Head would also do.

Proposed Oregon Coast Trail Connection at Yaquina Head
The proposed trail connection, as shown on the acompanying maps, would simply use already

apparently existing rights-of-way, roads and trails to access inland from the beach north of Yaquina
Head and upwards to connect with the Communications Hill Trail, and then out to Highway 101 and the





access trail continuing south along the beach. The map below represents “conceptual alignments” only
and are offered as potential solutions and opportunities for discussion and action with agencies by the
National Coast Trail Association as part of it's Oregon Coast Trail: Missing Links, Priorities &
Solutions report presented to the Oregon Parks & Recreation Department for consideration in 2005.

TOPO! map printed on 10/20/10 from "link 25 Yaguina Head.tpo"
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The connection begins at the beach on an existing access trail inland to NW 58" St (picture in our letter
head is a view from this access trail), and then simply follows existing residential roads to access an
unofficial trail at the end of an existing street that travels by the “Water Tower” and then connects
eventually to the Communications Hill Trail and the existing trail system within BLM's boundaries.





This map provides an aerial view for more clarity, directional arrows are approximate.

Yaquina Head Connection
Oregon Coast Trail
Potential Solution
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Finally, therefore our general recommendation is to include recreation as a significant component of
any revised Resource Management Plans for Western Oregon, and especially in plans relative to
developing, maintaining and enhancing trail segments and other amenities along the Oregon Coast
Trail. More specifically, we propose adapting the existing resource management plan for New River as
already detailed in this letter to develop one for recreation objectives, reasons and actions that would
eventually realize the potential Oregon Coast Trail connection offered for Yaquina Head.

We appreciate the Bureau of Land Management's efforts towards making recreational opportunities for
hikers and long-distance backpackers along the Oregon Coast Trail a reality in the past, this present
opportunity to provide our comments and input, and for your consideration of our trail connection
proposal in the future.

oL e Fose

Al LePage, Executive Director

cc: Rocky Houston, Trails Coordinator, Oregon Parks & Recreation Department
Jim Protiva, Director, Newport Parks & Recreation
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