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To: BLM_OR_RMPs_WesternOregon
Subject: WOPR Scoping comments by ATA
Date: Thursday, July 05, 2012 11:36:17 AM
Attachments: WOPR Jr - ATA Scoping 7-4-12.docx
Dear BLM,

The Applegate Trails Association would like to offer comments concerning the new Resource
Management Plan for Western Oregon. Please see the attached scoping comments. A reply
confirming delivery would be appreciated.

Thank you.

David Calahan
541-899-1226
www.applegatetrails.org
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July 5, 2012



Dear BLM,



The Applegate Trails Association (ATA) would like to add these comments to the upcoming Resource Management Plan (RMP).



The Applegate Trails Association (ATA), a 501(c)3 non-profit, presented a non-motorized trail proposal to BLM in early 2012. ATA proposed to create the Applegate Ridge Trail (ART), a 45 mile non-motorized ridge-top trail from Jacksonville to Grants Pass. This proposed trail is almost entirely on BLM lands and would connect to the Jack-Ash Trail, proposed to run from Jacksonville to Ashland and on to the Pacific Crest Trail (PCT). The Jack-Ash Trail is being championed by another local non-profit, the Siskiyou Upland Trail Association (SUTA). These two primarily ridge-top trails and the connector trails will make a much needed local hiking, biking and equestrian trail system featuring incredible views into the Rogue and Applegate Valleys.



The 2007 WOPR’s recreational plan focused primarily on OHV recreation and the Medford District was especially hard hit with 13 proposed OHV Emphasis Areas. The recreation plan favored OHV use and ignored public input supporting the other types of recreation. While the OHV community has a legitimate need for recreational opportunities the statistics show non-motorized recreation is by far the largest segment of the recreational community in Oregon. A study by the University of Colorado revealed the vast majority of the public comments on the draft WOPR’s recreational plan focused on opposing the large numbers of proposed OHV emphasis areas. It also showed an enormous interest in non-motorized activities like hiking, running, bicycling, photography, hunting, bird watching, skiing and horseback riding. ATA would encourage BLM to put the much needed balance between motorized and non-motorized use in this new round of recreational planning.



It has been suggested BLM create a Community Recreation Advisory Council to develop the recreation plan. The Medford BLM could gain the support of the community for its future recreational plan by creating an advisory council with representatives from all the major recreational interests including hikers, OHV users, bicyclists, runners, equestrians, skiers, snowmobile users and hunters. This group working in conjunction with the Medford BLM staff could successfully collaborate to define a recreation plan that would have overall community support. They could create a plan for sensible shared use by multiple forms of recreation in some areas and target other areas or trails for separating non-motorized and motorized recreational users as needed. Perhaps a community developed recreational plan can get past all the dissention to develop a balanced plan for all users.  

 



For years the BLM has proposed a highly contentious recreational area outside Jacksonville called the Timber Mountain/Johns Peak (TM/JP) OHV Emphasis Area. This proposal has met with enormous resistance and many threats of legal challenges should it be implemented. Recently the Medford BLM has tried a new approach in an attempt to move a new TM/JP Recreational plan forward by using the services of a professional mediation firm. So far there has been 5 (out of a planned 6) open meetings held in 2012 with two representatives from 5 different factions: impacted landowners, industry landowners, motorized community, non-motorized community and environmentalists. It is hopeful this professional mediated process may result in a more realistic (reduced) sized recreation area with a focus on OHV use but still designates trails for other non-motorized uses. Most of all, this plan must be acceptable to the local residents who ultimately deal with the issues associated with OHV use in their backyards (fire danger, noise, trespass, litter, erosion, dumping, shooting, attitudes, etc.). ATA has participated throughout this process with a board member in the work group representing the non-motorized community.



At this time BLM has little to offer the residents of the Applegate Valley desiring non-motorized recreation. There are two exceptions: 1) The short Enchanted Forest Trail is an un-official non-motorized trail off the end of Slagle Creek and is a connector to the ART. This trail is quite popular and deserves a proper non-motorized designation. 2) The second one is the 22 mile Sterling Mine Ditch Trail (SMDT). This historic trail had been designated non-motorized for some time but due to a lack of maintenance it was impassable for much of its distance. The SMDT, a connector trail to the Jack-Ash Trail, was recently cleared and re-opened by SUTA volunteers in cooperation with BLM. This is just another example of how partnerships with local organizations can get positive things done and be a benefit to the BLM and the local community. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]However we need cooperation from the BLM. The prevailing attitude seems to give OHVs ownership of a trail once they have ridden on it and left tire tracks, which means all trails these days. The non-motorized community should not have to fight for and bargain with the OHV community for every mile of desired hiking trail. OHV riders don’t own those trails; they just leave a bigger mark wherever they go. A hiker’s credo is to leave no trace. BLM could help balance the recreation plan with an attitude change concerning trail ownership.

 

ATA would request that the recreational portion of the resource management plan provide for non-motorized recreational interests in a balanced way.



Thank you for considering our comments.



Applegate Trails Association

P.O. Box 115

Jacksonville, OR 97530
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