
  

      
     

    

 

 

 

 

From: Janelle St. Pierre 
To: BLM_OR_RMPs_WesternOregon 
Subject: Webiste for comments down- Comment letter attached 
Date: Thursday, July 05, 2012 10:57:56 AM 
Attachments: SBWC BLM RMP for WO.doc 

Please find my comment letter attached. The website does not seem to be accepting comments. I tried 
to submit comments on the 3rd as well as today. 

Janelle 

Janelle St. Pierre, Coordinator 
Scappoose Bay Watershed Council 
503-397-7904 
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____________________________________________________________________________________________                        57420-2 Old Portland Road


            


                    Phone: 503-397-7904                                                         Warren, Oregon 97053






      janelle@scappoosebay-wc.org


July 3, 2012

To Whom It May Concern:

The Scappoose Bay Watershed Council (SBWC) would like to provide comments on the revision process for the Resource Management Plans for Western Oregon.  The Council is concerned with protecting watersheds, stream flow, community economic stability, and recreational opportunities. 

The majority of the SBW is private forestland.  Most of the private forestlands in SBW are intensively managed on a short rotation (35 – 50 years) so mature/older forest habitat is severely lacking.   BLM lands constitute a small percentage of the SBW, but they contain the highest quality, intact riparian and upland forest habitat left in the watershed.  BLM's original watershed assessment and SBWC's watershed assessment both point to importance of older forest on BLM lands.  A number of rare species (amphibians, bryophytes, etc.) and NW Forest Plan survey & manage species are dependant on older forest riparian and upland habitat.  Older forest habitat in the SBW is also important to elk and deer, particularly for thermal cover. Eagles, pileated woodpeckers, and a number of avian species that depend on large trees and snags are found in the SBW.



In consideration of the importance of protecting municipal water supplies and the headwaters of high priority salmonid habitat, we would like the BLM to consider the following recommendations:   

· Maintain the highest quality riparian and upland habitat on BLM lands in the watershed by favoring individual and group tree selection over regeneration harvest, retaining the largest trees in numbers sufficient to provide full canopy cover, snags, and large woody debris;  

· Retain existing shade levels and dominant/co-dominant trees in riparian areas and maintain > 50% canopy (post harvest) and the largest trees outside of riparian areas;   

· Utilize the existing road network to the maximum extent possible and  minimize new road construction and reconstruction (except where existing road use impacts are greater than new road impacts);  


· Locate new roads outside of wetland, floodplain, and riparian/landslide prone areas, minimize stream crossings, and make crossings temporary roads that are pulled after harvest;


· Address any remaining fish barriers as well as any potential storm water runoff that could directly enter streams from the existing road network; and


· Provide notice of timber sales in both local papers to provide adequate opportunity for local logging companies to bid on timber sales.

In an effort to further promote the protection of aquatic and wildlife resources, the SBWC would like to nominate some sections of BLM land as Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC).

Proposed ACEC: Lower Scappoose Eagle Reserve 


Part of this area has already been identified as a proposed ACEC. It includes the BLM initiated Rocky Point Bald Eagle Habitat Enhancement Project.  It is in the headwaters of Raymond Creek, Jackson and Joy Creeks.  Eagles have been documented using both of these areas for roosting. This is an important habitat element for eagles utilizing the Scappoose Bay area and Sauvie Island. Both areas are currently being managed for habitat values, and are good candidates for long-term protection.  


Area Descriptions:


T3N-R2W – section 27 --  61 acres


T3N-R2W – section 35  --  266 acres      

Proposed ACEC: Bunker Hill Headwaters Reserve


The Bunker Hill area is the headwaters for several major streams in Columbia County, including North Scappoose Creek and it tributaries, and the Clatskanie River.  The area designated as E still has old growth trees that are approximately 6 feet in diameter.  The area labeled D has approximately 50 acres left of old growth.  This area is the biggest block of old growth left in the Scappoose Bay Watershed.  It is part of the headwaters of Cedar Creek, an important tributary to N. Scappoose Creek.  The Council has done extensive fish barrier corrections along Cedar creek to increase availability of spawning and rearing habitat for salmonids.  Areas C, D, E, and portions of B are found within our primary fish refugia areas, identified by the watershed assessment.  Areas A and B are in the headwaters of the Clatskanie River, another critical river for salmonids. 


In terms of relevance, the Bunker Hill area contains the headwaters of streams that are critical for salmonid survival in two watersheds. In an area prone to unstable slopes, protecting the forest resources ensures that erosion and water filtration issues are addressed. Protecting a group of areas increases connectivity and quality of wildlife habitat -so little old growth remains in this watershed that it is vital to provide long-term protection for remaining high quality habitat.


Area Descriptions:

Area A – T5N-R3W – section 35  -- 640 acres


Area B – T4N-R3W – section 3  --  460 acres


Area C – T4N-R3W – section 11  --  80  acres


Area D – T4N-R3W – section 1  --  160  acres  


Area E – T4N-R2W – section 7  --  252  acres          

BLM lands make up about 7% of Columbia County.  It is a relatively small portion of the timber lands available in the area. There are substantial timber resources available through industrial timber sources.  BLM lands in this area may have a much higher economic value for the community for other natural resource values beyond timber. There are very little state lands and few parks in this area. Local residents have come to depend on BLM lands for access to outdoor recreational opportunities, even though there is not a designated BLM facility in this area.  A good example is Scaponia Park which is a county park located adjacent to BLM land that would benefit long-term from recreation focused management.  The Columbia Planning Unit is also the only pocket of federal lands in this part of Oregon. The communities in this area are looking toward tourism as a way to diversify the local economy. Losing high quality habitat and recreation potential on BLM lands would certainly impact this economic opportunity.  


Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,


Janelle St. Pierre, Coordinator


Scappoose Bay Watershed Council



