
 

    
     

     

       

    

 
 
 

 

 

From: Francis Eatherington 
To: BLM_OR_RMPs_WesternOregon 
Subject: RMP Scoping Comments, ACEC nominations 
Date: Thursday, July 05, 2012 10:17:55 AM 
Attachments: ACEC Nomination for Wild Ginger Springs.doc 

ATT00004.htm 
ACEC Nomination Phacelia verna and Mimulus douglasii Reserve.do 
ATT00005.htm 
Magic Forest ACEC nomination 12-05.doc 
ATT00006.htm 

Dear BLM 

Please consider the attached ACEC nominations for the proposed Western Oregon 
RMP Revisions. These ACEC nominations were previously submitted for the Western 
Oregon Plan Revision in 2005. Because they were important places nominated, they 
should be considered in this RMP planning process. 

The ACEC nominations attached to this email are: 
* Wild Ginger Springs ACEC, 
* Phacelia verna and Mimulus douglasii Reserve, and 
* Magic Forest ACEC. 

The maps referred to in the ACEC nominations have already been submitted to the 
BLM, and can be re-submitted upon request. 

mailto:francis@cascwild.org
mailto:BLM_OR_RMPs_WesternOregon@blm.gov

December 2, 2005


Bureau of Land Management


Roseburg District
Bob Hall
777 NW Garden Valley Boulevard
Roseburg, OR 97470-6505



RE:
Nomination of “Wild Ginger Springs” as an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC).  The ~ 460 acre site is a portion of a large BLM parcel that encompasses the northern half of Section 11, Township 30S, Range 1E in Douglas County Oregon (excluding a privately owned parcel consisting of the SW ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 11).  

Dear Bob, 


In response to your (BLM) call to the public to nominate Roseburg vicinity Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC’s) in accordance with revision of the Resource Management Plans for lands administered by the Bureau of Land Management in western Oregon. We thank you for this opportunity and hereby nominate the above mentioned area as a future ACEC.  We believe the area meets two or more of each of the “Relevance and Importance” criteria for a new Area of Critical Concern as presented by the BLM in its call for newly nominated areas and that it deserves the special management required to preserve the quality of habitat and characteristics of the area.  This letter will give a description of the area being nominated and explain how it meets each of the required criteria for this nomination.  It will also include maps of the area and information regarding soil type and a list of species of concern present in the area.  


The area being nominated consists of a large tract (~1/2 of a legal section) that we believe has regional and national importance.  Recommending a name for the area was difficult as there are so many beautiful attributes to the site but “Wild Ginger Springs” was chosen as it sounds fresh and a large sloping wetland exists in the center of the site which has a thick mat of wild ginger surrounding the wetlands.  The area has local importance 
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because it has never been logged and is roadless and it has national importance because it is laid upon a large serpentine deposit in the northern extreme of the Klamath Mountain Range.  The geologic characteristics of the have greatly affected tree and plant growth in the area creating a “stunted forest” effect with many open meadows dominated by native bunch grasses and sensitive herbaceous plant life.  The strange mineral composition of serpentine causes the minimal soils created from it to be inhospitable to plant life.  As a result, many areas in the Klamath Mountain Range to the south have been nationally and regionally recognized for their distinctiveness such as the Kalmiopsis Wilderness Area and Eight Dollar Mountain.   

The BLM property in question is bordered to the south and west by private and public second growth timber lands, and to the east and north by large tracts of private 


lands ranging from 20 to 200 acres.  These private areas are low density rural residential and are mostly composed of forested acreages.  The area in question slopes to the north and contains numerous small streams and springs providing hydrology to Thomson Creek, which flows north and west of the site.  There are no paved roads or utilities in the area for at least a 7 mile radius. The area being proposed is approximately 460 acres in size and is a major portion of the watershed for local residents, supplying drinking water to households downstream.


As noted in the requirements for ACEC nomination; an area must meet at least one of four criteria under the category of “RELEVANCE”.  It must have either, (1) a significant historical, cultural or scenic value, (2) have a fish and wildlife resource, (3) a natural process or system or (4) a natural hazard.   We believe that the “Wild Ginger Springs” meets three of the four criteria:  
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Scenic value: The area being nominated is composed of a large roadless tract of land (~460 acres) that has not been historically logged.  Large areas composed of untouched old growth forest in low elevations that have not been protected or designated as a “park or wilderness area” are few and far between in southwestern Oregon and we believe they are a resource worth considering for special management.  The eastern portion of the site is has undulating north facing slopes with small streams, wetlands and springs existing in the drainages and low areas.  These undulating slopes are underlain with serpentine soils which are bluish green in color and manifest themselves through large exposed rock outcroppings hosting plant life that resembles a Japanese garden.  The dominant tree species in the serpentine meadow areas is Incense Cedar that has been stunted by minerals within the soil so that trees that have never been harvested are small and gnarled over time.  This stunted quality of the Incense Cedar groves combined with native bunch grass meadows and prolific rare wildflowers gives the area significant scenic value.  Many large standing snags are also present providing great woodpecker habitat.  There are some stands of larger Old Growth Douglas fir, Sugar Pine and Ponderosa Pine which have managed to get a foothold in lower areas and ravines.  There are at least four seasonal streams and wetlands that flow north toward Thompson Creek which are host to sensitive herbaceous plant species which will be mentioned in the natural process criteria below.  The western half of the site becomes steeper and more unconsolidated and is covered with tall stands of Old Growth forest.   


1. A fish and wildlife resource:  The area being nominated in this document contains a Department of Fish and Wildlife Bird monitoring station and the numerous springs and small tributaries provide direct hydrology to Thompson Creek.  Thompson Creek is a large Type I fish bearing stream that flows into Ollala Creek and eventually into the main body of the Umpqua River.  There is a large water fall just to the north of the site which we believe is a natural barrier to anadromous fish but wild Coho, 
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Steelhead and Pacific lamprey eel have been seen at the base of the waterfall. Resident populations of Costal Cutthroat Trout reside in the stream above and below the waterfall.  A nesting pair of Northern Spotted Owl used known in the area but has not been able to be called in recent years. It is believed that the owls do use the area for forage.  

2. A natural process system represented by relic, rare, sensitive, etc:  The “Wild Ginger Springs” area is representative of a rare, relic and sensitive plant community that relishes in this undisturbed habitat. It should be noted that surrounding areas in this portion of Douglas County contain underlying serpentine soils but a vast majority of these area have been historically impacted by forest practices, gravel and nickel mining, erosion and non-native plant invasion.  This area being nominated has not been impacted by the above mentioned forces and is therefore a relic plant community that is sensitive to change.  A botanical list for the area is not complete at this time, but BLM botanists have visited the surrounding area and noted many locally rare and sensitive species (It is important that a complete vascular plant inventory be done for the area).  Some of the more interesting vascular herbaceous plants that have been noted in the Wild Ginger Springs area include but are not limited to: Leopard Lily (Lilium pardalinum), Long-tailed Wild Ginger (Asarum caudatum), Hooker’s Silene (Silene hookeri), Maidenhair fern, Spotted Coralroot (Corallarhiza maculata), Calypso Orchid (Calypso bulbosa), Broadleaved Twayblade Orchid (Listera convallariodes), Skunk Cabbage (Lysichum americanum), Wild Iris (Iris tenax) , Blue-eyed grass (Sisyrinchuim augustifolium),  Elegant Brodiaea Lily, Yellow Fawn Lily and Mission bells and Mariposa lilies. 
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As noted in the requirements for ACEC nomination; an area must meet at least one of five criteria under the category of “IMPORTANCE”.  It must have either (1) more than locally significant qualities, (2) have qualities that make it fragile, sensitive, rare, etc., (3) have been recognized as warranting protection to satisfy national priority concerns, (4) 

have qualities which warrant highlighting to satisfy safety and public welfare concerns, and/or (5) pose a significant threat to human life and safety.  We believe the Wild Ginger Springs area meets the two of the five criteria:


1. Has circumstances that make it fragile, sensitive, irreplaceable and sensitive to change:  The ~460 acre site is fragile, sensitive, irreplaceable and sensitive to change because of a unique combination of characteristics.  The serpentine soils restrict growth of plant life and soil building processes thus the area has taken 


possibly thousands of years to come to the state it is in today.  If large scale timber harvest or other vegetation clearing activity were to take place the area would loose the ability to support the threatened and sensitive species that are dependent on the current condition of the area for survival and reproduction (see species list in relevance section above).  The steep unconsolidated slopes will be vulnerable to erosion and rock slides if vegetation clearing were to take place as the old growth timber is acting as a stabilizing force.  The Thompson Creek watershed provides cold, clean water to downstream locations that are known habitat for threatened Coho, pacific lamprey and Costal Cutthroat trout populations (below natural barrier ~50 foot waterfall).  It should also be noted that there are many regionally and nationally rare plant species documented in the area and a new plant species (Crinite Mariposa Lily – Calochortus coxii) have been located in the surrounding area as recently as 1988.  
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2. Management concerns of Public welfare: Thompson Creek, its tributaries and springs within the forest provide the sole drinking water source for a number of 


single family residences downstream and adjacent to the forest.  Runoff from rainfall filtering though the large forested tract acts as a water purification system and allows clean water to flow into the creeks and springs which are depended upon by local residents. 


Finally, it should be noted that there should be no conflict with the O & C Act, as the Act specifically states that …”timber harvest must be sustainable, protect watersheds and regulate stream flow”.   Since these steep serpentine soils are unstable and inhospitable to tree and plant growth, it would be impossible to harvest timber “sustainably” on site as it 


would be very difficult for harvestable tree regrowth within an economical timeframe.  Special management of the area to “protect watersheds and regulate stream flow” will also help it meet the goals of the O & C Act. 


In Summary, as residents of Douglas County Oregon, we are nominating the “Wild Ginger Springs” as and Area of Critical Environmental Concern under the recent call of the BLM for the public to nominate areas they see fit for special management on public lands.  The area in question is the northern portion of a odd shaped BLM parcel that encompasses the northern half of Section 11, Township 30S, Range 1E in Douglas County Oregon (excluding a privately owned parcel consisting of the SW ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 11).  
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 “Wild Ginger Springs” was chosen for a possible name for the ACEC if it is nominated as a large sloping wetland exists in the center of the site which has wild ginger dominating the ground cover over a large area.  The area has local importance because it has never been logged and is roadless and it has national importance because it is laid upon a large serpentine deposit in the northern extreme of the Klamath Mountain Range.  


The east end of the site is composed of a mosaic of serpentine influenced meadows with stunted and gnarled groves of Incense cedar surrounding them.  The abundant native wildflowers and bunch grasses in the meadows are representative of and undisturbed serpentine influenced ecosystem.  There are very low percentages of invasive plant species affecting the plant composition of these pristine north facing slopes.  It appears that frequent wildfires had burned through the area in the past but this has not occurred in a number of years.  

We believe that this special area meets the requirements for nomination as and ACEC because it meets three the four “Relevance” criteria and two of the “Importance” criteria. The area meets the Relevance criteria because it has scenic value, a fish and wildlife resource and a natural process and it meets the Importance criteria because it is fragile, irreplaceable, sensitive and vulnerable to adverse change and because it has management concerns for public welfare in the form of the main source of drinking water for numerous families downstream.  


As citizens we greatly appreciate this opportunity to nominate Areas of Critical Environmental concern and appreciate being a part of the public process.  We are looking forward to hearing from you concerning this nomination. 


Sincerely,

Robert J. Bergan




Mary J. Wiltermood
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Also in support of this nomination are, 

Jeff Haviner


Kathy Shayler


Mudra Bergan


but are not present at this time to sign:

Mailing Address: 


P.O. Box 93


Dillard, Oregon 97432


Phone: 1-541-430-6514 or 1-541-430-6537






December 2, 2005


Bureau of Land Management


Roseburg District
Bob Hall
777 NW Garden Valley Boulevard
Roseburg, OR 97470-6505



RE:
Nomination of Magic Forest as an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC).  The ~ 360 acre site is an L shaped BLM parcel that encompasses the southern half and the northeastern quarter of section 7 W 1 Township 30S Range 1E in Douglas County Oregon.  

Dear Bob, 


As citizens of Douglas County we are proposing to nominate the “Magic Forest” as an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC).  This falls under the 2005 BLM proposition for the public to nominate ACEC’s for protection and recognition and as an addition to the Resource Management Plans for Federal lands in Southern Oregon.  We believe that the above mentioned area meets one or more of each of the “Relevance and Importance” criteria for a new Area of Critical Concern as presented by the BLM in its call for newly nominated areas and that it deserves the special management required to preserve the quality of habitat and characteristics of the area.  This letter will give a description of the area being nominated and explain how it meets each of the required criteria for this nomination.  It will also include maps of the area and information regarding soil type and a list of species of concern present in the area.  

The Magic Forest, as it has been called by local residents for over thirty years, is a roadless area consisting of north facing steep serpentine slopes covered with old growth forest and some south facing open meadows with a mosaic of white oak and live oak groves.  The BLM property in question is bordered to the south and east by private and public second growth timber lands, and to the west and north by large tracts of private 
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lands ranging from 20 to 200 acres.  These private areas are low density rural residential and are mostly composed of forested acreages.  The Magic forest is located in the 

northern extreme of the Klamath Mountain Range which extends for hundreds of miles south and contains geological features (200-400 million years old serpentine deposits) that only exist in a few places on the planet. Other significant serpentine deposits occur in India but do not exist in temperate climate zones. There are no paved roads or utilities in the area for at least a five mile radius. The area being proposed is approximately 360 acres in size and is a major portion of the watershed for local residents, supplying drinking water to households downstream.


Thompson Creek, a large Type I native fish bearing perennial stream, flows east to west through the northeastern portion of the forest.  There are numerous seeps and springs in the forest that provide hydrology to Thompson Creek. As the stream leaves the public land it flows south through private and public lands and eventually into Ollala Creek and into the lower Umpqua River.  There are numerous large serpentine rock outcrops in the old growth forest and within the stream bed.   In the north eastern portion of the site, Thompson Creek flows through a large serpentine deposit where it has carved out a “grotto” with a waterfall flowing into the east side and a large pool contained behind a restricted outlet on the west side.   The entire stream bed is composed of serpentine cobble and large boulders with sand bars and beaver activity. These ponds are used by populations of resident coastal cutthroat trout for juvenile rearing areas.  It should also be noted that Thompson Creek receives direct runoff from the Hannah Nickel Mine, which is not currently in use but is vulnerable to mine effluents if the mine goes back into use.


The Magic Forest is dominated by tall stands of old growth Douglas fir, (>200 yrs) and Western Hemlock.  Many of the trees are 150-200 feet tall and provide habitat for national and local species of concern.  The forest is used by a documented pair of Northern Spotted Owls for perching and foraging and has a documented Golden Eagle 
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nest in the southeast sector of the site.  Thompson Creek has resident populations of Costal Cutthroat Trout, Western Pond Turtle and Beaver as well as Elk, Black Bear, Cougar and other species which will be mentioned in this document.

As noted in the requirements for ACEC nomination; an area must meet at least one of four criteria under the category of “RELEVANCE”.  It must have either, (1) a significant historical, cultural or scenic value, (2) have a fish and wildlife resource, (3) a natural process or system or (4) a natural hazard.   We believe that the Magic Forest meets three of the four criteria:  


1. Scenic value: Large areas composed of old growth forest in low elevations that have not been protected or designated as a “Park” are few and far between in southwestern Oregon.  The combination of towering Douglas fir and hemlock surrounding large outcrops of serpentine rocks is breathtaking.  Amazingly the timber has managed to become significantly large as it is growing from very steep unconsolidated serpentine soils, when compared with other serpentine deposit areas such as “Rough and Ready Creek” further to the south.  The area is difficult to navigate and there are no designated trails through the forest so it is basically in pristine condition.  As mentioned earlier the Thompson Creek flows through the lowest portion of the forest, and has exposed large serpentine slabs and boulders and in some areas carved steep ravines.  There is one area referred to as “The Grotto” where Thompson Creek has cut through a large serpentine deposit causing a contained pool within the rock that has a waterfall pouring into the east end and a constrained flows exiting the pool.  The south facing slopes on the north side of Thompson Creek are composed of large shelves of serpentine hosting open meadows dominated by native bunch grasses with 
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a mosaic of shrub areas dominated by ceanothus and oak groves containing a mix of live oak and white oak.  There are scattered stands of tall ponderosa pines and mixed coniferous forests.  

2. A fish and wildlife resource:  The area being nominated in this document contains   populations of native fish and wildlife that are characteristic of lower elevation mature old growth forest and provide a critical habitat resource for these species.  The mature trees combined with the soil type and roadless nature of the area allows it to provide a refuge for species that are dependent on mature forests.  Populations of threatened, sensitive and vulnerable species present in the area provide important metapopulations which are in existence because of the habitat the forest provides.  


Breeding populations in the area provide a resource for adjacent forested areas that have been harvested so that individuals can spread into adjacent forests once the habitat has matured enough to support them.  The area being nominated also has very low percentages of invasive plant species.  

Partial Species List (by status)


These species have been either documented by BLM or noted by local biologists


Threatened 


Northern Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis caurina) 

documented by BLM using area for foraging.

      Oregon listed Sensitive Species


Critical

Western Pond Turtle (Clemmys marmoratum)

Common Nighthawk (Chrodeiles minor)


Vulnerable



Pallid Bat (Antrozous pallidus)




Pileated Woodpecker (Dryocopus pileatus)


Western Bluebird (Sialia mexicana)


Other notable species 

Costal Cutthroat Trout (Oncorhynchus clarki clarki) 

above natural barrier consisting of large waterfall downstream ~1 mile.
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Northern Flying Squirrel (Glaucomys sabrinus)

Potential Red tree vole habitat (not documented)

Golden Eagle (Aquila chryaetos)

Documented Nest 

Red Legged Frog  (Rana aurora) 


Band Tailed Pigeon (Columba fasciata)

Black Bear (Ursus americanus) 

Canadian Beaver (castor canadensus)

Pacific Giant Salamander (Dicamptodon tenebrosus)


-neotonic adults noted residing in creek


3.  Natural hazards (including but not limited to areas of avalanche, dangerous flooding, landslides, unstable soils, seismic activity, or dangerous cliffs).   

The majority of the area being nominated is composed of very steep (>40%) north facing unstable serpentine slopes that are being stabilized by old growth Douglas fir forests.  Not much soil build up has occurred over time on the north facing steep slopes as the soil is dominated by unconsolidated large serpentine cobble.  The rock outcrop areas on the north side of Thompson Creek have are not as steep and have a more “shelf like” quality where slabs of serpentine are nearly exposed in large areas and do not support much vegetation except grasses and small herbaceous serpentine adapted flowers.


As noted in the requirements for ACEC nomination; an area must meet at least one of five criteria under the category of “IMPORTANCE”.  It must have either (1) more than locally significant qualities, (2) have qualities that make it fragile, sensitive, rare, etc., (3) have been recognized as warranting protection to satisfy national priority concerns, (4) have qualities which warrant highlighting to satisfy safety and public welfare concerns, and/or (5) pose a significant threat to human life and safety.  We believe the Magic Forest meets the two of the five criteria:
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1. Has circumstances that make it fragile, sensitive, irreplaceable and sensitive to change:  The ~360 acre site is fragile, sensitive, irreplaceable and sensitive to change because of a unique combination of characteristics.  The serpentine soils restrict growth of plant life and soil building processes thus the area has taken 

possibly thousands of years to come to the state it is in today.  If large scale timber harvest or other vegetation clearing activity were to take place the area would loose the ability to support the threatened and sensitive species that are dependent on the current condition of the area for survival and reproduction (see species list in relevance section above).  The steep unconsolidated slopes will be vulnerable to erosion and rock slides if vegetation clearing were to take place as the old growth timber is acting as a stabilizing force.  The Thompson Creek watershed provides cold, clean water to downstream locations that are known habitat for threatened Coho, pacific lamprey and Costal Cutthroat trout populations (below natural barrier 1 mile to west ~50 foot waterfall).  It should also be noted that there are many regionally and nationally rare plant species documented in the area and a new plant species (Crinite Mariposa Lily – Calochortus coxii) have been located in the surrounding area as recently as 1988.  

2. Management concerns of Public welfare: Thompson Creek, its tributaries and springs within the forest provide the sole drinking water source for a number of single family residences downstream and adjacent to the forest.  Runoff from rainfall filtering though the large forested tract acts as a water purification system and allows clean water to flow into the creeks and springs which are depended upon by local residents. 
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Finally, it should be noted that there should be no conflict with the O & C Act, as the Act specifically states that …”timber harvest must be sustainable, protect watersheds and regulate stream flow”.   Since these steep serpentine soils are unstable and inhospitable to tree and plant growth, it would be impossible to harvest timber “sustainably” on site as it 

would be very difficult for harvestable tree regrowth within an economical timeframe.  Special management of the area to “protect watersheds and regulate stream flow” will also help it meet the goals of the O & C Act. 

In Summary, as residents of Douglas County Oregon, we are nominating the “Magic Forest” as and Area of Critical Environmental Concern.  The area in question is an L shaped BLM parcel that encompasses the southern half and the northeastern quarter of section 7 W 1 Township 30S Range 1E in Douglas County Oregon (~360 acres).  

Local residents have been referring to the area in question as “The Magic Forest” for over thirty years so that is what we are recommending as a potential name for the future ACEC if it is accepted.  The area is composed of very steep unconsolidated serpentine soils with a Type I fish bearing stream running through the north and eastern portion of the site.  There are numerous small tributaries and springs providing hydrology to the stream which is home to resident costal cutthroat trout, northern spotted owl, golden eagle, western pond turtle and many other important species.  The steep north facing slopes host large stands of Old Growth Douglas fir forest with open serpentine influenced meadows on the south facing slopes.  There are numerous large serpentine rock outcrops within the deep forest and in the stream bed which represent important geologic history for the area. 
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We believe that the Magic Forest meets the requirements for nomination as and ACEC because it meets three the four “Relevance” criteria and two of the “Importance” criteria. 


The area meets the Relevance criteria because it has scenic value, a fish and wildlife resource and a natural hazards and it meets the Importance criteria because it is fragile, irreplaceable, sensitive and vulnerable to adverse change and because it has management concerns for public welfare in the form of the main source of drinking water for numerous families downstream.  

As citizens we greatly appreciate this opportunity to nominate Areas of Critical Environmental concern and appreciate being a part of the public process.  We are looking forward to hearing from you concerning this nomination. 


Sincerely,


Robert J. Bergan




Mary J. Wiltermood


Mailing Address: 


P.O. Box 93


Dillard, Oregon 97432


Phone: 1-541-430-6514 or 1-541-430-6537





Francis Eatherington
Conservation Director
Cascadia Wildlands  -  we like it wild.
www.CascWild.org  
Southern Oregon Field Office
541-643-1309

We educate, agitate, and inspire a movement to protect and restore Cascadia's wild ecosystems.  We envision vast old-growth forests, rivers full of salmon, wolves howling in the backcountry, and vibrant communities sustained by the unique landscapes of the Cascadia Bioregion. Join us!







http:Reserve.do

