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Dakubetede Environmental Education Programs                                P.O. Box 1330   Jacksonville, OR 97530   (541) 899-1712


July 3, 2012

This document nominates a portion of the Little Applegate River watershed, locally known as the Dakubetede Wildland, to be designated by BLM as an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC). This nomination is submitted by Chant Thomas, co-director of Dakubetede Environmental Education Programs, on behalf of members of the local conservation organization Threatened & Endangered Little Applegate Valley (TELAV) and KS Wild.


The Dakubetede Wildland comprises two recognized roadless areas (Dakubetede and Trillium Mountain) separated by the unpaved road along the Little Applegate River, which flows through a scenic canyon. The area includes all or part of Sections 1, 2, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 35, and 36 in T39SR2W, and part of Sections 18 and 19 in T39SR1W. Total approximate acreage for the proposed ACEC is 8,500; 6,500 in the Dakubetede unit north of Little Applegate Road, and 2,000 in the Trillium Mountain unit south of the road.


The proposed Dakubetede Wildland Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) would require special management attention expressly to protect the important and relevant values of the area from potential effects of actions otherwise permitted by the RMP, especially mechanical forest thinning and mechanical thinning in woodland and shrubland habitat. The special management attention should be unique to the needs of the Dakubetede Wildland, and include terms and conditions specifically to protect the important and relevant values occurring in this area. 


The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC meets the “relevance” criterion set by BLM because it contains several of the relevant elements listed in the ACEC nomination announcement:


1. The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC contains “significant historic, cultural, and scenic values.” 

The scenic canyon of the Little Applegate River and its surrounding wildlands have been recognized as a Heritage Landscape in a campaign to identify particular Oregon landscapes with important historic, cultural, and natural values. According to materials developed for the project, 


“Heritage Landscapes are relatively undeveloped expanses of land that provide an important setting for a community to maintain connections with its historic past, and to nourish connections with landscapes representative of natural conditions that existed prior to the community’s establishment. Heritage Landscapes often provide important amenities to communities, including scenic vistas, drinking watersheds, green belts and recreation areas.” 


“As community residents interact with these landscapes over time, whether just viewing or exploring intimately, they build a connection with the landscape, and begin to develop a Sense of Place. As people connect with each other in and about these landscapes, the landscape begins to weave a thread through the community. The landscapes become known and loved in the community, and evolve into Heritage Landscapes.”


“Uncommon in the western U.S., Heritage Landscapes have been widely used as planning units in New England, Europe, Australia, and Canada. Massachusetts maintains a formal Heritage Landscape Inventory Program through its Department of Conservation and Recreation, which finds them to be “vital to the history, character, and quality of life of our communities.”


Just upstream from the valley-bottom farms, the Little Applegate River flows for several miles through a scenic canyon. The pristine mountain slopes rising from both sides of the river canyon comprise the Dakubetede Wildlands, several thousand roadless acres of high ridges and remote side canyons. Except for a few private in-holdings and the dirt canyon road, the Medford District Bureau of Land Management (BLM) manages this wild roadless area. An extensive and well-maintained trail system provides access into much of the area’s remote interior, while a network of unpaved roads accesses the area’s perimeter.


The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC contains several historical sites of interest. The primary hiking trail follows the historic Sterling Mine Ditch for several miles. The ditch, constructed in 1877 to deliver water for hydraulic gold mining along Sterling Creek, is a registered National Historic Landmark, and is managed by BLM as an Area of Critical Environmental Concern. Along the ditch are several stone retaining walls, gold diggings, old homestead sites, a tunnel through Tunnel Ridge, and intersections with old abandoned trails.


Natural attractions of the proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC include the river and creeks, diverse ecosystems and plant communities, old-growth forest, wetlands, plentiful wildlife, rare plants, scenic vistas, and the extensive trail system. Classes from universities have come for years to study and research the rich biodiversity. Local recreation has a long history in the Little Applegate River Canyon, where two public campgrounds and a trout hatchery and fly-fishing school operated until the 1970s. Recreationists still frequent the area for hiking, horseback riding, swimming, hunting, birding, botanizing, and finding solitude. 


The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC presents a rich opportunity for people to learn about developing a Sense of Place. The power of the nearly pristine landscape unmarred by development or logging, provides inspiration and a connection to the inherent creativity of wild places. This persistent landscape holds fascinating historical sites and relics of the mining and homesteading era, providing people a link to the past they can experience. Old growth forests and other ancient ecosystems provide a link to biodiversity before the time of the first white explorers, back to the time when the Dakubetede people lived in three small villages along the lower Little Applegate River. With its history, wildlands, and scenery, the Little Applegate River Canyon and the Dakubetede Wildland deserves protection as an Area of Critical Environmental Concern.


2. The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC contains a significant “fish and wildlife resource.”


The diverse ecosystems in this area provide significant habitat resources for fish and wildlife. The Little Applegate River provides spawning habitat for steelhead and coho salmon, especially important since the dam on the main stem Applegate River eliminated much of the other salmonid habitat in the upper watershed. The Little Applegate River also provides habitat for native trout, lamprey, crayfish, and river otter. Ponds along Birch Creek provide essential habitat for the western pond turtle. Protection of this significant aquatic habitat requires special management consideration as an ACEC.


The extensive roadless mosaic of steep grasslands, oak savanna, and shrub communities on the south slopes of Anderson Butte are designated critical deer winter range. Attracted by the quality habitat, elk have been returning to this area after an absence of over a century. The roadless nature of this area represents a primary habitat attribute, providing wildlife with protection from harassment associated with road users. 


Closed canopy mature Douglas fir forests provide habitat for spotted owls and other species dependent on older forest habitat. Such intact habitat has increased in importance as extensive areas of nearby forest have been cleared or burned. Spotted owls have historically nested in the Rush Creek and Lick Gulch watersheds.  


The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC functions as an important corridor for wildlife, serving as a migration route connecting high country ridges to the river and valley below. It is recognized as a critical winter range for deer, and supports healthy populations of cougar, bear, and elk.

3. The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC contains significant “natural processes and systems.” 


Fully functioning natural processes and systems have become increasing rare across the larger landscape as the majority of wildlands have been converted to sources of industrial resource extraction. The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC still functions as a natural system, primarily due to its lack of intensive management. Indicators of such natural functions are unfragmented wildlife habitat, functional wildlife corridors, and extensive stands of closed canopy older forests, native grasslands, complex shrub communities, and relative lack of alien species such as yellow star thistle.

Lying in the rain-shadow of the highest peaks of the Siskiyou Mountains, the proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC has the most arid microclimate in western Oregon, resulting in a unique array of diverse ecosystems and plant associations. This area contains excellent examples of rare lower elevation and arid ecosystems that are in need of protected representatives for research and study. The larger north unit contains plant associations not described elsewhere, including the westernmost stands of Juniper in Oregon, and the only known Oregon location of the endemic Siskiyou water birch (Betula occidentalis onapina) that occur along Birch Creek.



The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC is noted as the northern extension of the sclerophllous shrub communities of California. Some butterflies and birds such as the blue-gray gnatcatcher occur at the northern extent of their range in such shrub communities here.  The size, low elevation and quality of habitat of this proposed Wilderness is unique, and the entire area is virtually free of yellow star thistle, a rare condition considering the extensive grassland and shrubland habitats.

The Trillium Mountain unit south of Little Applegate Road is a rugged, remote ridge with uncut forests, including old-growth, dropping steeply to the Little Applegate River on the north. This unit has particularly rare native grass communities associated with an unusual assemblage of shrub species. Oak woodlands interfacing with old-growth conifer forests feature large amounts of Isopyrum stipitatum, Hedwigia stellata, and Triptocladium leucoclidium, indicators of  undisturbed ecosystems. One known spotted owl activity center is located here in an area of suitable nesting habitat in the headwaters of Lick Creek. The south slopes are a complex mosaic of steep grasslands and diverse shrub communities with oak/pine savanna dropping into the canyon of Lick Gulch. Forest botanist Richard Brock, a respected local expert on grass and shrub communities, has described these grasslands as one of the most intact native grasslands he has seen. Brock says these grasslands include the globally imperiled Oregon Oak/Wedge-leaf Ceanothus/Idaho Fescue association, important refugia for Idaho Fescue and other native species. This south unit has no trails; its spectacular crest meadows are reached only by cross-country hiking uphill.


Both units of the proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC are also refugia for Fritillaria gentneri, a beautiful red lily, extremely rare and endemic to a few populations in southwestern Oregon. In a tributary of Birch Creek is the second largest known population. Other rare plants found in the area include: Cimicfuga elata, Camissonia graciliflora, Mimulus douglasii, Rafinesquia californica, Lithophragma heterophyllum, Ribes inerme klamathense. and the endemic Sedum oblanceolatum

A rare and fragile geological system exists along the canyon bottom of Birch Creek and some of its tributaries. Unusually alkaline water surfaces from subterranean limestone as springs to feed these streams. As the water percolates through topsoil and forest duff, tufaceous deposits are created, eventually forming travertine benches, often as thin crusty layers. Disturbances (such as road building, logging, compaction, erosion) to upstream and upslope hydrology would likely upset the processes that form this unusual geology, an excellent example of a natural process suitable for protection as an ACEC.


The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC meets the “importance” criterion set by BLM because it contains several elements of importance listed in the ACEC nomination announcement:


1.    The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC contains more than locally significant qualities which give it special worth, consequence, meaning, distinctiveness, or cause for concern, especially compared to any similar resource.

In the recently published (2004) and much-acclaimed conservation book “Oregon Wild”, the north unit of the proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC is the featured out of eight units in the proposed Siskiyou Crest Wilderness, one of only four such featured units in the Klamath Mountains Ecoregion. Such treatment in a nationally distributed book indicates the nomination has more than local significance. 


The north unit the proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC is known and loved by hikers and equestrians as the location of the Sterling Mine Ditch, an existing Area of Critical Environmental Concern. Unfortunately, the ACEC only protects the ditch and a narrow buffer. This more extensive ACEC nomination intends to protect all the important systems and values that attract recreationists and students.  The extensive trail system that accesses and follows the ditch is popular with hikers, hunters, and horseback riders. The area is renowned for its diverse habitats and wildflower displays. Many school groups from kindergarten through university use the scenic trails to study natural history and the human history as seen through the Sterling Ditch, a remnant of the local Gold Rush. It’s a rare weekend when cars aren’t parked at the three trailheads along the Little Applegate River. Even in the winter, hikers come when the deciduous trees are bare to catch glimpses of wildlife on the open south slopes below snow levels that block popular trails at higher elevations. The trails and scenic roads are featured in several hiking, biking, and driving guidebooks on the local, state, and regional level, even featured in Sunset Magazine. Such publicity in recreation literature indicates the nomination has more than local significance. 


2.    The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC “has qualities and circumstances that make it fragile, sensitive, rare, irreplaceable, exemplary, unique, endangered, threatened, or vulnerable to adverse change.” 

As described in the relevance sections above, the proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC has qualities that are fragile. The tufa/travertine benches along Birch Creek are fragile formations, vulnerable to adverse changes in upstream and upslope disturbances that would likely occur from intensive forest management activities. 


Due to the area’s low precipitation and rugged topography, botanical communities occur in a mosaic of relatively small patch sizes, often at the extreme edge of their range. Such circumstances make these botanical communities sensitive to change from disturbances as diverse as climate change, cattle grazing, or OHV abuse. The same circumstances apply to the several listed sensitive, threatened, and endangered plant species and their individual populations.


The groves of Siskiyou water birch are certainly rare. Since they are considerably removed from their closest cousins along the Shasta and Klamath rivers, this only Oregon population could likely be genetically distinct. This circumstance would make these birch unique, and therefore irreplaceable if destroyed.


3. The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC “has qualities which warrant highlighting in order to satisfy public or management concerns about safety and public welfare.”  


Over 1,000 acres of the north unit of the proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC burned in July 1987. Most of the burned area consisted of steep grassland and shrublands. Unfortunately some of the burned area was aerial seeded with a mix that included yellow star thistle. Except for some roadside populations, this is the only major infestation of the alien plant in the nomination area. Special management available under ACEC designation would better serve restoration of native species through elimination of the star thistle before the infestation spreads and becomes a hazard to the maintenance of natural systems of native species.


4. The proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC “has been recognized as warranting protection in order to satisfy national priority concerns or to carry out the mandates of Federal Land Management and Practices Act (FLMPA).”

FLPMA: Sec. 1701 (a)(8) states that: “The Congress declares that it is the policy of the United States that the public lands be managed in a manner that will protect the quality of scientific, scenic, historical, ecological, environmental, air and atmospheric, water resource, and archeological values; that, where appropriate, will preserve and protect certain public lands in their natural condition; that will provide food and habitat for fish and wildlife and domestic animals; and that will provide for outdoor recreation and human occupancy and use;”.


Several conservation organizations, neighborhood groups, and many citizens have recognized that the proposed Dakubetede Wildland ACEC warrants protection in order to protect the quality of scientific, scenic, historical, ecological, environmental, air and atmospheric, water resource, and archeological values” of the area. The quality of these attributes stands to be degraded by the mode of intensive landscape management typically prescribed by local BLM staff, as evidenced by the recent Environmental Assessment for the Bald Lick project. The interested organizations, groups and individuals believe that designation as an ACEC would be the first step in securing adequate protection “that, where appropriate, will preserve and protect certain public lands in their natural condition; that will provide food and habitat for fish and wildlife and domestic animals; and that will provide for outdoor recreation and human occupancy and use;”.


The O & C Act: Most of the lands in this nomination for the Dakubetede Wildland ACEC are managed under the O & C Act. According to the Medford District RMP, the O & C Act directs BLM to “…manage O & C lands for permanent forest production…in accord with sustained yield principles.” and “…requires that management of O & C lands protect watersheds, regulate streamflow, provide for recreational facilities, and contribute to the economic stability of local communities…” (RMP page 1-4). The RMP further states: The Act does not require the Secretary (of Interior, via BLM) to harvest all old growth timber or all commercial timber as rapidly as possible or according to any particular schedule.”


Designation of the Dakubetede Wildland ACEC would conform to the O & C Act. Even without intensive management focused on timber extraction, the lands would still permanently produce forest (likely more productively than on nearby intensively managed lands) with all the benefits of the forest in addition to timber, such as protecting watersheds, regulating streamflow, providing for recreational facilities, and contribute to the economic stability of local communities. BLM is not required to harvest commercial timber off every suitable acre of forest on O & C lands.


Summary:  This nomination is not meant to be the last word in the ACEC process. This serious and complex nomination will require fine-tuning by BLM actively engaging & working with interested parties to envision appropriate management under ACEC designation. Since the nominated area is located in the Applegate Adaptive Management Area, this ACEC process must actively involve local citizens as described in the Northwest Forest Plan:


“The primary social objective of Adaptive Management Areas is the provision of flexible experimentation with policies and management. These areas should provide opportunities for land managing and regulatory agencies, other government entities, nongovernmental organizations, local groups, landowners, communities, and citizens to work together to develop innovative management approaches. Broadly, Adaptive Management Areas are intended to be prototypes of how forest communities might be sustained.” (NWFP ROD, Page D-4).


Most of the adjacent and in-holder private landowners are supportive of an ACEC designation and would actively work with BLM on management as described above. Some local residents own property with high ecological values, such as along the river, and would be inspired to plan special management on their land to complement ACEC management on BLM land.


Thanks you for this opportunity to nominate this special place as an Area of Critical Environmental Concern.


Sincerely,


/s/ Chant Thomas

Chant Thomas, Director


Dakubetede Environmental Education Programs

And 


Joseph Vaile


Program Director


KS Wild


POB 102


Ashland OR 97520


541.488.5789
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3 July 2012


Joseph Vaile, Program Director


Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center


P.O. Box 102 


Ashland OR 97520 


(541) 488-5789


Dear Mr. McConnell,


This is a formal nomination of the Enchanted Forest Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC).  We incorporate by reference all files and reports regarding this proposed ACEC. The North Applegate Watershed Protection Association authored ACEC nominations to the BLM in the past. 


This letter is tiered to the formal nomination of the Middle Applegate ACEC that the BLM received in September 2001. The BLM must now evaluate this formal nomination since it was received in the intervening years since the last Medford BLM Resource Management Plan revision. 


Attached again, is a map of the proposed 4,900-acre Greater Enchanted Forest ACEC. For the purposes of the Western Oregon RMP revision process the BLM should consider the entire 4,900-acres of the ACEC. 


The Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center (KS Wild) is a non-profit organization with over 1000 members. KS Wild is a part of a broad coalition of local residents, conservation groups and other interested parties nominating the Enchanted Forest ACEC. Support for this ACEC has been aptly demonstrated to the BLM in years past, for over a decade.


This area has many outstanding values, including intactness, wildness, and naturalness. Its relevance, however, is born from many very specific natural values, including superior wildlife habitat, rare plant occurrences, giant maple trees, and mature and old-growth forest. 


Both high and low elevations that make up this area add to its importance in for several species, processes and wilderness qualities. The area is of minimal size allowable to maintain the qualities, including species viability and survivorship. The spotted owls known to inhabitat the areas use old forests and require over 1,300 acres each in their home ranges. 


The rare plant, Mountain Ladyslipper (Cypripedium montanum), occurs near the Enchanted Forest Trail. This species is very sensitive to habitat alterations and is an important part of the proposed ACEC. There are also occurrences of rare mullosk species and likely other rare plant and wildlife. 


The scenic value that the area holds is also a relevant criterion. The Enchanted Forest Trail allows the public to view the majestic natural scene that the area is known for.  The special natural attributes alone make this a very scenic area worthy of ACEC designation.  Views from Humbug Creek up to Billy Mountain are especially magnificent.


This area has more than local significance. Not only are the specific plants and animals in the area deserving of ACEC protection, the area’s intactness has been described as critical to preserve the Klamath-Siskiyou region’s outstanding biological diversity. Low elevation intact areas such as the Enchanted Forest are island of habitat the help sustain a wide-range of species and ecological processes. 


The relevant criteria for ACEC status of the Enchanted Forest stated above are important because they are sensitive. Spotted owl populations are in a state of decline, as are rare plants and intact habitats. The values for which the Enchanted Forest is know could be lost if they are not afforded protection in the form of an ACEC.


Thank you for your continued leadership in managing our public lands for the greatest benefit. FLPMA sec 201 (a) requires the BLM to consider ACEC in the Plan revision process. We hope you seriously consider this nomination.


Respectfully,


/s/ Joseph Vaile


Joseph Vaile


Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center



Spencer Lennard


Williams Hikers Club 


POB 489 Williams, OR 97544 


Joseph Vaile, Program Director


Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center


P.O. Box 102 


Ashland OR 97520 


(541) 488-5789


Murphy/Roundtop Area of Critical Environmental Concern Nomination

12/2/05


To:  RMPs for Western Oregon 
Bureau of Land Management
P.O. Box 2965
Portland, Oregon 97208

BLM_OR_RMPs_WesternOregon@blm.gov

Re: Murphy/Roundtop Area of Critical Environmental Concern Nomination

The Williams Hikers Club, the Red Buttes Wilderness Council and the Williams Creek Watershed are hereby nominating the Murphy/Roundtop Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC).  This general landscape exhibits many of the ecological and botanical attributes for which the Rogue Valley is famous. The Murphy/Roundtop also provides critical mid and late successional wildlife habitat, and serves as a wildlands core habitat inside the Wildeer migration corridor between the Williams and Illinois Valleys (BLM, Williams Watershed Analysis, 1996).


The Murphy/Roundtop area lies on land managed by the GPRA BLM. Located between the communities of Williams, Grants Pass, Murphy and Selma, the Murphy/Roundtop ACEC is a roadless section constituting a large contiguous block of core wildlife and rare plant habitat in the central portion of the Grants Pass Resource Area.


Location:  BLM lands in Township 37 S and Range 7W, Section 25 and BLM lands in Township 37 S and Range 6W, Sections 31, 32, 33, 34 and 35. BLM lands in Township 38 S and Range 6W, Section 3, 4, 5, 6, 8 and 9. BLM lands in Township 38 S and Range 6W, Section 15, 16, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 36, 31, 32, 33 and 34. BLM lands in Township 39 S and Range 7W, Section 1, 2, 3, 7, 12, 10 and 14.

Purpose and Need:


With intact forest ecosystems declining in ecological health and abundance worldwide, it is prudent to protect and restore specific areas like the Murphy/Roundtop roadless lands that are ecological hotspots. We are taking the opportunity of the BLM's 10-year plan revision to address the need to enact the Murphy/Roundtop ACEC. 


The proposed ACEC is important core rare plant and wildlife habitat, serving as a source population feeding the mixed condition checkerboard of the central of Grants Pass Resource Area and private holdings. The roadless habitat blocks of the ACEC are located along the Wildeer ridge, an important species migration corridor connecting the Williams, Deer Creek, Murphy and Applegate watersheds. Strittholt and Noss's "Klamath-Siskiyou Conservation Assessment" (1995) described significant species migrating along the north/south Wildeer ridge forming the divide between the Illinois and Williams drainages. The Murphy/Roundtop ACEC, including the Murphy/Roundtop roadless blocks, the headwaters of the Deer Creek, Murphy Creek, Mungers Creek and the Powell Creek sub-watersheds constitutes a large, and nearly contiguous block of BLM administered core wildlife habitat in the GPRA. It also contains the unprotected flanks of Kerby Peak, and the associated sub-alpine environs of the Little Grayback Mountain ridgeline.  


Relevance.

Our nomination for the Murphy/Roundtop ACEC meets the BLM’s “relevance” criterion with the following:


1.
The Murphy/Roundtop ACEC facilitates natural processes and ecological systems that contribute to the health and perpetuation of numerous endangered, sensitive, or threatened plant and animal species. Located between the Kangaroo Roadless area/Siskiyou Crest, the Kalmiopsis Wilderness and low elevation late successional forests of the Williams Valley, Murphy/Roundtop ACEC is a large and contiguous block of high quality and roadless mid-elevation habitat functioning as a hub of species distribution. The proposed Murphy/Roundtop ACEC would also provide an important habitat linkage between the currently unprotected areas in the central GPRA and addresses biological connectivity needs for the lower elevation habitat of the Williams and Applegate Valleys.


2.
The Murphy/Roundtop ACEC has qualities or circumstances that make it fragile, sensitive, rare, irreplaceable, exemplary, unique, endangered, threatened, or vulnerable to adverse change. The Murphy/Roundtop ACEC contains extensive areas of Serpentine, perioditite and andesite geologies (Powell Creek,Murphy/Roundtopand Kerby Peak) that create areas of rare botanical diversity. Rare, endemic plant species such as Brewers spruce, Alaska yellow cedar, Port Orford cedar and Darlingtonia are found within the proposed ACEC. As acknowledged by the BLM in the Kerby Peak Reconstruction EA (2000), a preliminary classification of the vegetation in Section 6 (partially contained in the Brewer Spruce RNA, and within the proposed ACEC) indicates that, “the plant community is unlike anything previously observed in the State of Oregon.“  The California plant community found there “is a relatively rare one as it is known to occur on only 197 acres in the range of Port Orford Cedar” (Kerby Peak Trail EA, 2000).  This rare incidence alone warrants ACEC status.



The Williams Creek Analysis (BLM 1996) states that vegetation in the Medford District’s Grants Pass Resource Area (GPRA) represent some of the "highest ecological diversity in the United States." The proposed ACEC contains a roadless jewel in the Siskiyou crown in terms of botanical diversity in the GPRA, and also constitutes a significant fish and wildlife resource. Its location along the contact zone of the interior valley floor and the upland mountains provides important habitat connectivity and represents an outstanding degree of mixed ecosystem biological diversity. 



The area encompasses excellent examples of mid to higher elevation conifer-hardwood forest.  Forests in the proposed ACEC are of variable age and species composition with ages ranging from small pole to old-growth. They are exemplary of the Siskiyou Mountains and sensitive to adverse change through improper management. These forests cannot be replaced and are a primary consideration for the designation of this ACEC.




Additionally, the area contains critical wildlife habitat that provides connectivity between the Williams and Deer Creek valleys and the surrounding uplands.  The area provides mid and late successional habitat for “source” populations that can bolster and recolonize “sink” areas on the valley floor. Additionally, the Murphy/Roundtop serves as critical habitat for late-successional dependent species and provides thermal and hiding cover for other species less closely associated with late-successional forest. The Powell Creek drainage, whose headwaters originate in the proposed ACEC, contains the largest contiguous block of Spotted owl nesting, roosting and foraging habitat in the Williams watershed, according to the Williams Watershed Analysis 1996).   


Besides being a “source” area, the nominated area serves as connecting habitat between Late Successional Reserves (LSRs) surrounding the Williams and the Illinois Valleys. 


2.
The Murphy/Roundtop ACEC would constitute significant historic, cultural, or scenic values (including but not limited to rare or sensitive archeological resources and religious or cultural resource important to Native Americans). Considering that such unmanaged and roadless lands are a rare feature across public lands throughout the United States, the area’s scenic values makes it appropriate for ACEC designation. The proposed ACEC contains some of southern Oregon’s premier hiking areas, including the historically relevant Kerby Peak Trail. This trail provides an aesthetic ridgeline route on the eastside of the Illinois Valley and passes through the Brewer Spruce RNA.  Much of the trail environs and the associated recreational resources are currently not protected and would benefit from inclusion in the existing RNA or the proposed ACEC. The scenic value of the three different trails that constitute the Kerby Peak Trail system are of immense recreational value, much of which would be lost if the adjacent lands were managed for timber production. The Murphy/Roundtop also provides a scenic backdrop to the Williams and Illinois Valley areas, which are renowned for their spectacular beauty.  Kerby Peak, in particular is one of the highest peaks in the Siskiyous.


B.
The Murphy/Roundtop ACEC nomination satisfies the BLM’s importance criteria by possessing the following attributes:


1.
The Murphy/Roundtop ACEC possesses more than locally significant qualities, which give it special worth, consequence, meaning, distinctiveness, or cause for concern, especially compared to any similar resource. 



Spencer Lennard


Williams Hikers Club 


POB 489 Williams, OR 97544 


Joseph Vaile, Program Director


Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center


P.O. Box 102 


Ashland OR 97520 


(541) 488-5789


North Kangaroo


Area of Critical Environmental Concern Nomination


06/27/12


To: 


RMPs for Western Oregon 
Bureau of Land Management
P.O. Box 2965
Portland, Oregon 97208

BLM_OR_RMPs_WesternOregon@blm.gov

Re: North Kangaroo Area of Critical Environmental Concern Nomination

The Williams Hikers Club, the Red Buttes Wilderness Council and the Williams Creek Watershed Council are hereby nominating the North Kangaroo Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC).  This general landscape exhibits many of the ecological and botanical attributes for which the Applegate River Watershed is famous. However, this area contains unique ecological qualities and assemblages found nowhere else in North America. The North Kangaroo also provides critical mid- and late- successional habitat, and serves as a migration corridor between the lowland Williams Valley and the high elevation Siskiyou Crest. This area also provides important scenic and recreational opportunities currently utilized by sight-seekers, hikers and equestrians.


The 6,400-acre North Kangaroo ACEC, managed by the GPRA BLM, is connected by several hundred acres managed by the Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest. Located about 30 miles south of Grants Pass, the proposed ACEC spans from the summit of the 6680-foot Sugarloaf Peak, down the unprotected flanks of ridgeline, to the foothills of the Williams Valley (elev. 1600 feet).  It is the northernmost part of the larger Kangaroo Roadless Area, contiguous with the designated Red Buttes Wilderness Area. 


Location  


BLM lands in Township 39 S and Range 5W, Sections 9,17,15,29, 21, 27, 30, 31,34 parts of 9,16, 17, 33, and 22. Also, T 39S R6W Sections 23,25. Also identified in this proposal are 2,700 acres of private in-holdings within the proposed ACEC federal lands that could be acquired to form a contiguous block of ACEC designation. See attached map. 


Proposed Name

North Kangaroo ACEC. While the ACEC is being proposed for its intact character, special wildlife and plant habitats, and other specific criteria, North Kangaroo connotes the area’s relationship to the nearby Kangaroo Roadless Area. 


Purpose and Need

With intact forest ecosystems declining in ecological health and abundance worldwide, it is prudent to protect and restore specific areas like the North Kangaroo. We are taking the opportunity of the Medford District’s Resource Management Plan revision to nominate the North Kangaroo ACEC. 


The proposed ACEC is an important habitat corridor, serving as a biodiversity delivery mechanism from healthy habitat to the south, into the mixed condition checkerboard northward into much of the Grants Pass Resource Area and private holdings. Strittholt and Noss's "Klamath-Siskiyou Conservation Assessment" (1995) describes abundant species distribution radiating out from the Kangaroo Roadless Area throughout forestlands and valley bottom habitats in the Williams, Applegate and Rogue River valleys. The North Kangaroo ACEC forms the conduit for species and genetic migration southward drawing from the Red Buttes, the Siskiyou, the Trinity Alps and the Marble Mountain Wildernesses.


A. Relevance

Our nomination for the North Kangaroo ACEC meets the BLM’s “relevance” criterion by the following:


1.
The North Kangaroo ACEC facilitates natural processes and ecological systems that contribute to the health and survival of numerous endangered, sensitive, or threatened plant and animal species. Located at the northern edge of the Forest Service Inventoried Kangaroo Roadless area and adjacent to the 19,900-acre Red Buttes Wilderness, the North Kangaroo ACEC functions as a hub of species distribution radiating northwards throughout Williams Valley (and LSR), the mid-Applegate Valley and Rogue River Valley. Species and individuals are likely to migrate to and from the large roadless and Wilderness complexes (Red Buttes, Trinity Alps, Marble Mountain and Siskiyou Wildernesses) to the south because of the unique topographic features of this region. The proposed North Kangaroo ACEC would also provide an important habitat linkage between the currently unprotected North Kangaroo Area and the Pipe Fork RNA and Grayback Glades RNA.  The ACEC option increases the conservation opportunities of both RNAs and better addresses biological connectivity needs for the lower elevation habitat of the Williams and Applegate Valleys.



The Williams Watershed Analysis (BLM 1996) states that vegetation in the Medford District Grants Pass Resource Area (GPRA) represents some of the "highest ecological diversity in the United States." The proposed ACEC contains the jewel of the Siskiyou crown in terms of botanical diversity in the GPRA, and also constitutes a significant fish and wildlife resource. Its location along the contact zone of the interior valley floor and the upland mountains provides important habitat connectivity and represents an outstanding degree of mixed ecosystem biological diversity. 


             The proposed North Kangaroo ACEC holds scattered populations of the rare Mountain lady slipper (Cypripedium montanum) (Williams Creek Watershed Assessment, 2000p. 18-21).  Very slow-growing, and “in danger of extinction due to a reduction in closed-canopy habitat" (BLM, Williams Creek Watershed Analysis, 1996), the isolated populations of Cypripedium within the proposed ACEC should be ensured habitat protection wherever they occur. 



The area encompasses excellent examples of mid-elevation conifer-hardwood forest.  Forests in the proposed ACEC are of variable age and species composition with ages ranging from small pole to old-growth. Several stands have very large conifers and one area in the vicinity of the BLM's Grayback Mountain Trail has an exceptionally old and large-sized stand of tanoak.



Mid- to high-elevation habitat linking the Williams valley floor with the higher elevation habitat of the Siskiyou Crest, the North Kangaroo also includes a patchwork of conifer-hardwood forest, pine-oak woodland and mixed conifer forest (USDI, BLM 1999). The nominated area contains a mosaic of at least six major plant community types: dry oak conifer; interior tanoak, moist mixed conifer, Douglas fir/chinquapin; cool mixed conifer, white fir and Shasta fir zones (Hickman, NRCS, 1995).  Within these broad vegetative types are wide-ranges of plant communities that include areas of uninfected Port Orford cedar.  Mid elevation areas in the proposed ACEC contain Oregon’s easternmost stand of Port Orford cedar.  Partially protected in the Pipe Fork RNA, the uninfected stands of POC adjacent to the RNA are vulnerable and would benefit by inclusion in the ACEC designation.     

2.
The North Kangaroo ACEC provides an important fish and wildlife resource (including but not limited to habitat for endangered, sensitive or threatened species, or habitat essential for maintaining species diversity). Located at the headwaters of East Fork of Williams Creek, the North Kangaroo ACEC constitutes a main source of cool, clean water for salmonid fish species, including the federally listed Southern Oregon/Northern California ESU run of Coho, whose survival will be determined by the efficacy of such habitat. 


3.
The North Kangaroo ACEC would constitute a significant historic, cultural, or scenic value (including but not limited to rare or sensitive archeological resources and religious or cultural resource important to Native Americans). The North Kangaroo ACEC contains significant recreational, historical and scenic values that make it appropriate for ACEC designation. The proposed ACEC contains some of southern Oregon’s premier hiking areas, including the Grayback Mountain Trail, which has been constructed over the past 15 years in a cooperative effort between the GPRA BLM and the Williams community.  Utilized by hikers and equestrians alike, this trail provides a critical link between Williams Valley trails and the extensive Boundary Trail system on the Grayback Mountain ridge. In addition, the Layton Ditch Trail, also a BLM constructed trail, originates in the proposed ACEC area. The natural landscapes, interesting historical features, and convenience to communities and residences highlight the importance of the proposed ACEC as a recreational resource.  The North Kangaroo also provides a scenic backdrop to the Williams area, which is recognized and coveted for its spectacular beauty.


B. Importance


The North Kangaroo ACEC nomination satisfies the BLM’s importance criteria by possessing the following attributes:


1.
The North Kangaroo ACEC possesses more than locally significant qualities, which give it special worth, consequence, meaning, distinctiveness, or cause for concern, especially compared to any similar resource.  This location serves as an important ecological connection to surrounding areas, vital to the health and quality of the larger region.  


 
The Williams Creek Watershed is home to an unprecedented 67 potential sensitive species, including many that are found in the proposed ACEC (WCWC, Williams Creek Watershed Assessment, 2000). The proposed ACEC provides mid- and late-successional habitat for “source” populations that can bolster and recolonize “sink” areas on the valley floor. Additionally, the North Kangaroo serves as critical habitat for late-successional dependent species and provides thermal and hiding cover for other species less closely associated with late-successional forest. The Pipe Fork and Rock Creek drainages, whose headwaters originate in the proposed ACEC, contain some of largest contiguous blocks of Spotted owl nesting, roosting and foraging habitat in the Williams watershed. (BLM, Williams Creek Watershed Analysis, 1996).   


The North Kangaroo ACEC has qualities or circumstances that make it fragile, sensitive, rare, irreplaceable, exemplary, unique, endangered, threatened, or vulnerable to adverse change. 


The headwaters area of the Williams Creek Watershed has already been acknowledged for its regional ecological significance.  Much of the adjacent land to this proposed ACEC is under LSR or RNA status (ie: Grayback RNA, Pipe Fork RNA, Munger LSR, etc.).  According to the BLM ROD (1995, p. 43), 3,037 acres in the Lone Goodwin subwatershed on the eastern flanks of Sugarloaf Peak are in a “deferred watershed” status.  This designation is indicative of the degree to which the watershed has previously been impacted by intensive logging.  Much theoretical and empirical work indicates that remnants of unmanaged forest may act as critical linkages, thus the North Kangaroo ACEC is significant.  For example, species that are more prevalent in the valleys (gray squirrel, gray fox, acorn woodpecker) are dependent on intact corridors in order to successfully migrate upslope and up-valley.  Movement of black bear, mountain lion, Northern Spotted Owl, Great Grey Owl, Goshawk, fisher, blacktail deer and other species present in the Williams Creek Watershed Council are dependent on the proposed ACEC to link their seasonal habitat areas where they feed, overwinter and bear young. Other sensitive wildlife species that likely inhabit the proposed ACEC zone include California red tree vole, Northern spotted owl, Northern goshawk, fisher, great grey owl, pileated woodpecker, Siskiyou mountain salamander, seven species of bats, etc.  Eighty percent of the endemic populations of the Siskiyou Mountain salamander are found in the Applegate Basin 


Implementation


In implementing the North Kangaroo ACEC we recommend that the BLM prevent further industrial logging, decommission  logging roads, reintroduce wildfire, and utilize other ecologically restorative strategies in township 39 S and Range 5W, sections 29,21, 27, 30, 25, 23, and parts of 16. To increase the continuity of the ACEC, we recommend that the BLM acquire privately held sections 26, 30, 28 32 36 and Josephine County's section 26.  Acquisition of adjacent lands will create a contiguous corridor between the Williams Valley and the Siskiyou Crest, serving as an important genetic link between "sink" and "source" populations of plant and animal species. 



