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July 3, 2012



Bureau of Land Management

Oregon/Washington State Office

ATTN: Western Oregon Resource Management Plans

PO Box 2965

Portland, OR 97208





The BLM has been an active participant in Partners in Flight at both the regional and national levels. BLM’s involvement was in response to precipitous population declines that have been measured over the past few decades for numbers of historically common birds. Resident and Neotropical migratory birds are facing range reductions as a result of loss and alteration of habitat. The BLM’s participation and financial contributions in Partners in Flight (PIF) represents a proactive approach to managing for species before they become threatened or extinct. This approach has and will continue to require landscape level multiple species management.



Oregon/Washington Partners in Flight recommends that:  

1) PIF resources and the best available local science be used to inform and evaluate the RMP alternatives 

2) The PIF Species Assessment Database be used to update the avian species list incorporated into the RMPs

3) Monitoring be incorporated into the RMPs, specifically using birds as indicators to assess forest characteristics important to avifauna, identify management implications, and evaluate management effectiveness at restoring or maintaining these habitats.  



PIF resources and the best available local science be used to inform and evaluate the RMP alternatives 



[bookmark: _GoBack]We recommend that the BLM consider bird habitat requirements in their management of the O&C public lands in western Oregon. This should include meeting the requirements of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, National Environmental Policy Act, the Clean Water Act, the Endangered Species Act, The Presidential Executive Order 13186, Responsibility of Federal Agencies to Protect Migratory Birds and The Memorandum of Understanding between the USFWS and BLM to Promote the Conservation of Migratory Birds (2010); following The State of the Birds 2011: Report on Public Lands and Waters (NABCI 2011) recommendations; using readily available Partners in Flight resources and the best available local science. Partners in Flight has a series of tools which include objectives for bird populations and use birds as guides for the conservation and restoration of ecosystems, habitats, and habitat conditions.  These tools identify focal bird species that represent healthy habitat conditions. Specifically, PIF has resources that provide information about species of continental and regional importance that occur in western Oregon (Rich et al. 2005), and further, there are regional PIF conservation plans specific to this locale (Altman 1999, Altman 2000). These national and regional resources have guided local applied research and monitoring projects, resulting in a body of peer reviewed literature and associated decision support tools designed to link management challenges and bird conservation opportunities (Alexander 2011, Alexander et al. 2009), We suggest that the above resources be used in both the development and evaluation of RMP alternatives.  



The PIF Species Assessment Database be used to update the species list incorporated into the RMPs



It is our recommendation that the BLM use the PIF Species Assessment Database (http://www.rmbo.org/pif/process/process.html) to compile an updated list (i.e. ISSSSP) of landbird species for consideration in the RMP. We feel that this not only provides an improved biological approach to bird conservation in comparison to the existing list, but it also puts the USFS and BLM in a more consistent position with partner agencies and organizations within the bird conservation community.



Monitoring be incorporated into the RMPs, specifically using birds as indicators to assess forest characteristics and management implications 



We recommend that land bird monitoring tools be used to fulfill ecosystem management effectiveness monitoring objectives that are at the core of the adaptive management framework. Stephens et al. (2011) outline both the process and science behind bird

conservation throughout the western United States with a series of papers that describe

integrating bird conservation and effectiveness monitoring into land management guidelines.  Birds are an effective tool for monitoring because: (1) many species are easily and inexpensively detected using standardized sampling protocols; (2) these species respond to a wide variety of habitat features that are used to describe current and desired management conditions; and (3) accounting for and maintaining many species with different ecological requirements, within management plans, allows for integration with landscape scale conservation strategies (Hutto 1998). This will not only fulfill mandates to monitor the effectiveness of management with regards to achieving desired ecological conditions, it will help to identify opportunities to link priority bird conservation objectives with priority management projects. This will address federal agency mandates to protect migratory birds, as required by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.



Sincerely,



Jaime L. Stephens

Research and Monitoring Director

Klamath Bird Observatory

(541) 282-0866



Aaron Holmes

Senior Biologist

Northwest Wildlife Science

541-740-9244

And 

Chair, Oregon and Washington Partners in Flight



John D. Alexander, PhD

Executive Director

 Klamath Bird Observatory

(541) 201-0866
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