Hoxer, Mary J

From: Romain Cooper <romain@frontiernet.net>
Sent: Wednesday, July 04, 2012 8:39 AM

To: BLM_OR_RMPs_WesternOregon

Subject: scoping comments

Attachments: western OR rmp scoping rmc.doc
7/2/2012

To: Bureau of Land Management <BLM OR RMPs WesternOregon@blm.gov>
Re: Scoping for Western Oregon Resource Management Plans

Dear BLM,
Please consider the following scoping comments:

The lllinois Valley (1V) has an
incredibly diverse and interesting botanical resource. Ultramafic communities, oak woodland communities and closed
canopy mixed evergreen forests (both xeric and mesic) are co-mingled in small patches to create an outstanding
botanical landscape. The IV has high plant species diversity and a concentration of endemic and "listed" species. Much
of the lllinois River "interior valley" (and adjacent near-valley
slopes) is in private ownership. However, BLM ownership (both O&C and PD) is co-mingled with the private ownership.
In recognition of the IV's exceptional botanical values, the Medford District RMP (1984) allocated much of the IV's BLM
lands to the Illinois Valley Special Use Botanical Area. The 1984 IV Botanical Area had very weak management directive.
Please include in the current RMP an IV Botanical Area with provisions similar to the 1984 Cascade/Siskiyou Ecological
Emphasis Area provisions (please refer to Oct., 1994 Final RMP/EIS - Chapter 2-35). Such provisions would protect the
outstanding botany and preserve the unique interplay of the various plant communities and allow natural process to
operate.

BLM utilizes ACECs and RNAs as land
allocations to protect BLM situated landscapes and ecosystems that have remarkable ("relevant &
important") values. In the WOPR ROD, several "potential" ACECs and RNAs, were officially allocated.
o  This new analysis should include &
analyze all of the potential ACECs & RNAs that were contained in the WOPR. All the nominations are "on file" with the
BLM.
o  This new analysis should consider
additional protections (from those suggested in and/ or afforded by the WOPR). This is for the potential and existing
ACECs/ RNAs. Especially important in Southwest OR are provisions that recommend withdrawal from mineral entry.
(Due to the language in the 1892 Mining Act, it is virtually impossible to protect natural values from mining.)
o  This new analysis should consider
additional areas for ACEC and/ or RNA
allocation. Citizen nominations should be included but also nominations should come from within BLM.

Specific to the lllinois Basin, all
ACECs and RNAs should be considered for mineral withdrawal. The relevant and important values of all existing and
"potential" (nominated) ACECs and RNAs can NOT be protected from mining activities.

The Waldo-Takilma ACEC (WT ACEC) was
"finalized" in the WOPR ROD. However, since the decision is now "pulled", the WT ACEC is (|
presume) now back in "potential"



category. Please include analysis of this remarkable landscape in the new analysis. BLM has the nomination and its own
WOPR internal documents on file. If more information is needed or desired, please contact me.

Though the above scoping issues relate
mainly to botanical resources, Wildlife and Fish resources are often of great importance and these values can be
furthered through an ACEC / RNA system and, in the IV, an ACEC/ RNA system that is "backed up" by an IV Special
Interest Botanical Area".

The lllinois River contains regionally
important salmon stocks. The valley is a stronghold for the ESA listed Transboundary Coho stock. Additionally, the
[llinois River Fall Chinook stock is important but precarious. The best spawning and rearing habitats for these two stocks
are in the "alluviated" lllinois Valley. Coho utilize the smaller, low-gradient streams while the Chinook more often utilize
the mainstem and larger forks and tribs. Much of these river and stream reaches are on private ownership where
habitat impacts are to be expected. This is why it is important for BLM to identify and protect the salmon habitat. ACEC
and RNA allocations can help and the Aquatic Conservation Strategy also is an important part of BLM salmon
conservation. But BLM should consider an additional allocation that will protect fisheries spawning and rearing habitat.

Regarding the larger Western Oregon
area, the Aquatic Conservation strategy should be "codified" in the new plan. Additionally, BLM should identify and
protect fish habitat and, especially, anadromous fish habitat. A "new"
allocation to protect aquatic resources should be considered.
Please keep me informed throughout this planning exercise.

Thank you very much for considering my input.
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