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Background 
In the Draft Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, the BLM analyzed how 
each alternative affects the supply, demand, and value of goods and services derived from BLM lands, 
such as timber, forest products, tourism and recreation, and energy production. The analysis also 
included:  

• The economic impacts of various timber harvest volumes and methods  for local communities 
over the next ten decades; 

• The economic contributions of other goods and services, including special forest products, 
energy, grazing, and minerals; 

• The economic impacts of non-market goods and services of non-market good and services, 
including recreation and carbon storage; 

• Community capacity and resiliency; 
• Payments to counties; 
• Costs to the BLM. 

 
Key Points 

• Economic outputs and costs to BLM vary according to alternative. Our analysis shows that all 
alternatives would produce higher timber receipts for counties, if compared to what counties 
would have received without Secure Rural Schools payments.1 

• In 2023, harvest values could range from $37.4 million to $134.9 million. Harvest value is not 
the same as receipts to counties; it simply shows the projected value of timber harvest in a 
given year. 

• BLM-administered lands provide a wide variety of market and non-market goods and 
services to the planning area such as timber, recreation, carbon storage, minerals, and source 
water protection. For example, the analysis shows that the annual non-market value of 
carbon storage is $99 million. The annual value of net carbon storage would increase under 
all alternatives except Alternative C, under which it would fall to $55 million. Under 
Alternative D the value would be $233 million. 

• In 2012 BLM management contributed 7,900 jobs and $355 million in earnings to the 
planning area, which is about 0.4 percent of the total jobs and earnings. Under the 
alternatives these contributions would range from a low of 6,900 jobs and $304 million in 
earnings (Alternative D) to a high of 12,419 jobs and $584 million in earnings (Alternative C).  

• Currently, cities in the northern part of the planning area generally have higher capacity and 
resiliency (ability to face changes and meet needs) compared to cities in the southern part of 
the planning area. Larger cities tend to have higher capacity and resiliency. Alternatives B 
and C would, overall, make the strongest contributions to community capacity and resiliency 
with positive benefits to nearly all communities. Alternative D would have the smallest effect 
on community capacity and resiliency.  

• Environmental justice analyses suggest that employment effects to low-income populations 
in Coos, Curry, Douglas, and Klamath Counties would be disproportionately negative under 
Alternatives A and D. Low income communities and tribes in these counties would also be 

                                                           
1 Comparison done for payments in 2012, in 2012 dollars. 



 

 

vulnerable to these disproportionately negatively effects. Under Alternative B, employment 
effects would be disproportionately negative for Coos and Curry Counties. 

 
 
 

Revenues and Costs, First Decade 
 

 
 
 
The graph above displays projected revenues and costs for the first decade of the plan. 

 

 

 

 

The Resource Management Plans (RMP) for Western Oregon will determine how the BLM-administered lands in western 
Oregon will be managed to further the recovery of threatened and endangered species, to provide for clean water, to 
restore fire-adapted ecosystems, to produce a sustained yield of timber products, to coordinate management of lands 
surrounding the Coquille Forest with the Coquille Tribe, and to provide for recreation opportunities. 

For more information, please visit the BLM’s Resource Management Plans of western Oregon website 
at http://www.blm.gov/or/plans/rmpswesternoregon/index.php. 
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