
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

News Release OR-038-2010-12 
For Immediate Release   June 11, 2010 
 
News Contact: Sarah LeCompte  541-523-1825 
 
Explore the Goodale Trail Cutoff in Baker City, Oregon  
 
Baker City, Oregon - Early  explorer Tim  Goodale and finding historic ruts of the Goodale Trail cutoff across 
eastern Oregon will be the subject of a special three day workshop at the National Historic Oregon Trail 
Interpretive Center on June 18-19-20.  The Oregon California Trails Association, a national non-profit 
organization dedicated to preservation of historic western trails, is sponsoring the workshop. The workshop 
will be of special interest to any history lovers who like researching and exploring out of doors.  
 
Tim Goodale was a frontiersman in Pacific Northwest from 1830 to 1869. He was a fur trader, guide, surveyor, 
drover, operated a trade post, and was an Indian representative to the U.S. government. In 1862  he led a train 
of 70 wagons that created a cutoff road connecting southwest Idaho to the Oregon Trail through western Idaho. 
The road was widely  used for many  years by early  day miners and freighters. 
 
The workshop includes two half-day field trips identifying and marking locations of the trail around Halfway, 
Oregon and at Virtue Flat just east of Baker City. Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning several speakers 
will make presentations in the Leo Adler Theater at the Interpretive Center.  Pre-registration is required for 
field trips and an evening dinner at the Center’s wagon encampment, but all visitors to the Interpretive Center 
may attend the programs on Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning.  
 
Dave Welsh will present on Trail Preservation, Fred Dykes will share his research on the route of the Goodale 
Cutoff. Award winning western history  author Will Bagley will present “Tim Goodale Roads, Roles, & 
Insights”. Dr. Jere Krakow, former head of the National Park Service Long Distance Trails Office will share 
information on the Additional Routes Study. Jack and Pat Fletcher will present “Tim Goodale & other Odds, 
Ends, & People”. James W. McGill, author of “Rediscovered Frontiersman Timothy Goodale” will share his 
research on Goodale’s family connections and legacy in Idaho and Oregon.  All presenters are planning to 
include information on recent mapping and preservation projects related to the Trail. 
 
For more information or current schedule of programs, please contact the Interpretive Center at 541-523-1843. 
Information on the Oregon California Trails Association can be found at www.octa-trails.org. 
 
The National Historic Oregon Trail Interpretive Center, operated by the Bureau of Land Management, is 
located 5 miles east of Baker City, Oregon on Highway 86. Take Exit 302 from I-84. The Center is open from  
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily. Admission for adults is $8.   Seniors are $4.50. Children 15 and under are free. Federal 
passes are accepted. Visit oregontrail.blm.gov for more information about the Center, or call 541-523-1843 for 
updates on programs and events.  For information on this and other events in Baker County,  Oregon call  
1-800-523-1235.  
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