
The pioneers came across the plains in all shapes and sizes, from newborn to grandparent and every 
age between. Before heading west on their journey along the Oregon Trail, they had worked as 
soldiers, farmers, teachers, preachers, blacksmiths, lawyers, and doctors. 

Approximately 60% of these pioneers were departing from a rural life in farming, agriculture or small 
business, with dreams of prosperity and an idyllic new home in the West. Many also hoped to strike it 
rich in the gold and silver rushes in California, Nevada, Idaho, Montana, or Colorado.

In 1840 there were 26 states in the Union, but only three were located west of the Mississippi River. 
The population of the United States was 17 million in the 1840 Census.  By 1870 the population had 
more than doubled to 38.5 million, and eleven more states had been admitted to the Union. As of 
the most recent US Census in 2010, the United States has grown to 308.7 million people living in 50 
states, one district and one territory.

Many things have changed in the United States since the 
days of the pioneers, but one that remains the same is that 
a census is conducted every ten years to measure change in 
the growth and demographics of our nation. However, the 
questions we ask in the census have changed over the years, 
as you can see from these examples:  

1870 United States Census Questionnaire Form

2010 United States Census Questionnaire Form

(zoom in to read the questions)


