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BLM AAnnouncess 2011 Prioority Reneewable Ennergy Projjects 

For Immmediate Releease Contactts: David QQuick, (202) 912-7413 
Date: MMarch 8, 2011 Derrick HHenry, (2022) 912-7526 

The Bureeau of Land Managemennt (BLM) todday announcced a list of 119 projects ffor developinng 
renewablle energy within the Nat ional Systemm of Public LLands to wh ich the agenncy is giving 
priority i n 2011. In mmaking the aannouncemeent, BLM Dirrector Bob AAbbey emphhasized that tthese 
projects ffit with the AAdministratiion’s onshore renewable  energy effoorts. 

“The BLM is commiitted to givinng priority too renewable energy projeects that are smart from tthe 
start and will help divversify this ccountry’s ennergy portfollio in an envvironmentallyy responsible 
manner,”” Abbey saidd. “The proccess of screening for prioority projectts is about foocusing our sstaff 
and resouurces on the most promi sing renewable energy pprojects.”  

The priorrity list (httpp://blm.gov/99p5c) includdes nine solarr projects, fiive wind projojects, and fivve 
geothermmal projects tthroughout tthe western UU.S. The solar projects’’ potential ouutput is abouut 
2,673 meegawatts. Thhe five windd projects tottal about 1,0224 megawattts of potentiial output, annd 
the five ggeothermal pprojects totall about 489 mmegawatts oof potential ooutput. Poteential output may 
change ddepending onn the analysi s and revieww of each prooject. 

The priorrity list was developed inn collaboratiion with the Fish and WWildlife Servi ce and the 
National Park Service, with an emmphasis on eearly consulttation.  The screening crriteria for pr iority 
solar andd wind projeccts, developeed through BBLM policy memorandaa issued in Feebruary 2011, 
assisted iin evaluatingg and screen ing these utiility-scale prrojects on BLLM-manageed lands. 

To be a ppriority projeect, a compaany must demmonstrate to the BLM thhat the projecct has progreessed 
far enouggh to formallly start the eenvironmentaal review annd public parrticipation prrocess, as weell as 
have the potential to be cleared for approval by the end oof 2011. In aaddition, thee projects muust 
be sited iin an area thaat minimizess impacts to the environmment. The pprojects are llargely low-to-
medium conflict, in aaccordance wwith the BLMM’s recent ppolicy guidannce on pre-aapplication 
screeningg. 

Projects tthat did not mmeet the scrreening requiirements of tthe instructi on memoranndum were nnot 
included on the 2011 priority proojects list, annd were desiggnated loweer priority. SSuch projectss 
require a  greater leveel of consultaation, analyssis, and mitiggation to ressolve issues, or may not be 
feasible tto authorize. 



 

 
 

 

  
  

  
 

   
   

  

All renewable energy projects proposed for BLM-managed lands will receive the full 
environmental review required by the National Environmental Protection Act, and will include 
the same opportunities for public involvement required for all other land-use decision-making by 
the BLM. 

“We will not be cutting corners in processing the applications for these projects, especially when 
it comes to environmental analyses or opportunities for public participation,” Abbey said.  

Eight of the 19 priority projects fall into a category called “connected action” projects, which are 
projects located on private land. These are projects that require BLM authorization for offsite 
facilities and provide the opportunity to develop renewable energy without significantly 
impacting federal lands.  

The BLM has recently developed several policies to assist in the processing of solar and wind 
energy applications on the public lands. These policies were developed from recommendations 
offered by federal and state agencies, industry and environmental groups based on lessons 
learned from last year’s “fast-track” renewable energy initiatives.  The policy guidance is 
available online as follows: 

 National Environmental Policy Act Compliance for Utility-Scale Renewable Energy 
Right-of-Way Authorizations (http://blm.gov/yl5c) 

 Solar and Wind Energy Applications: Due Diligence (http://blm.gov/zl5c) 

 Solar and Wind Energy Applications: Pre-Application Screening (http://blm.gov/xl5c) 

Today’s announcement follows a previous round of projects in 2010, in which the BLM made 
significant progress with solar, wind, and geothermal energy projects on the public lands.  The 
largest project was the 1,000-megawatt Blythe Solar Power Project in Riverside County, Calif.  
The approval of the Crescent Dunes Solar Project in Nye County, Nevada, in December 2010 
brought the potential output of nine approved solar projects to more than 3,600 megawatts.  The 
BLM also approved one wind project (150 megawatts), and two geothermal projects (nearly 80 
megawatts). 

The BLM manages more land - over 245 million acres - than any other Federal agency.  This land, known as the 
National System of Public Lands, is primarily located in 12 Western states, including Alaska.  The Bureau, with a 
budget of about $1 billion, also administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the nation. 
The BLM's multiple-use mission is to sustain the health and productivity of the public lands for the use and 
enjoyment of present and future generations.  The Bureau accomplishes this by managing such activities as outdoor 
recreation, livestock grazing, mineral development, and energy production, and by conserving natural, historical, 
cultural, and other resources on public lands. 
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