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For Immediate Release (503) 808-6028

Public Listening Session Announced for the America’s Great
Outdoors Initiative

Seattle, Wash. — A scheduled July 1st public listening session and discussion will provide an
opportunity for leaders of the America’s Great Outdoors Initiative to hear from people in the Northwest
about solutions for building a 21* century conservation and recreation agenda and reconnecting people
with the outdoors. In the Northwest many citizens and organizations are deeply involved in the
conservation of working farms, forests, lakes, and rivers, scenic lands, and historic areas, and in
celebrating and enjoying the region’s rich outdoor and cultural heritage.

The America’s Great Outdoors Initiative was established by President Obama in April at a White House
Conference specifically to develop a conservation and recreation agenda worthy of the 21* century and to
reconnect Americans with our great outdoors. To accomplish this goal, the Administration’s effort will
be community driven.

The Secretaries of Interior and Agriculture, Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency and
Chair of the Council on Environmental Quality have been asked by the President to lead this effort and to
listen and learn from people all over the country. Listening sessions will engage a full range of
stakeholders including tribal leaders, farmers and ranchers, sportsmen, community park groups, foresters,
business people, educators, state and local governments and recreation and conservation groups.

WHO: Representatives from DOI, USDA, EPA, and CEQ will be present to hear your thoughts
and to participate in a conversation with you about America’s Great Outdoors.

WHAT: Opportunities to share your ideas in breakout groups along with presentations by senior
officials from DOI, USDA, EPA, and CEQ and expert panel discussions.

WHEN: Thursday, July 1st, 6:30pm to 9:00 pm

WHERE: Franklin High School Maryland Hall for the Creative Arts, 801 Chase Street, 3013 South

Mount Baker Blvd, Seattle, Washington, 98144Annapolis,
http://www.franklinquakers.org/school info/directions.htm

Please Register: The event is free and open to the public, but please let us know if you will attend so we
can plan accordingly. Register by 10 pm, Monday June 28 by sending your name, telephone number
and primary area of interest:

Working land, open space, and landscape conservation
Outdoor Recreation

Youth engagement and environmental education.
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You may register through: http://www.discovernw.org/ago-signup.htm. i by



http://www.discovernw.org/ago-signup.htm
http://www.franklinquakers.org/school_info/directions.htm

INTT1a

For more information on the America’s Great Outdoors Initiative and to submit comments on-line visit:
www.doi.gov/americasgreatoutdoors/.
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You can also visit many of the BLM’s recreation sites at:
http://www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/index.php

About the BLM: The BLM manages more land — 253 million surface acres — than any other Federal agency. This land,
known as the National System of Public Lands, is primarily located in 12 Western States, including Alaska. The Bureau,
with a budget of about $1 billion, also administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the nation.
The BLM’s multiple-use mission is to sustain the health and productivity of the public lands for the use and enjoyment of
present and future generations. The Bureau accomplishes this by managing such activities as outdoor recreation,
livestock grazing, mineral development, and energy production, and by conserving natural, historical, cultural, and
other resources on public lands.

Hi#



http://www.blm.gov/or/resources/recreation/index.php
www.doi.gov/americasgreatoutdoors

