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BLM Transfers Land to the State of Oregon 
for its 150th Birthday! 

Bend, OR – The U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the Oregon Department of State 
Lands (DSL), announced the transfer of 640 acres to the State of Oregon in Crook County.  The 640-
acre parcel is commonly referred to as the Juniper Canyon parcel.  

The Juniper Canyon parcel is located approximately six miles south of Prineville, Oregon, the seat of 
Crook County. The 640 acres of mostly flat, juniper and sage covered land are surrounded by 
privately owned property.  Subdivisions are located on the south, east, and west sides of the parcel.  
Small acreage home sites border on the north of the parcel. The parcel is also located within a mile of 
other State lands. 

The BLM analyzed the parcel and no significant impacts or conflicts were identified.  An 
Environmental Preliminary Assessment and Mineral Potential Evaluation were conducted on the 
property and transfer to the State of Oregon was recommended as planned. 

The BLM and the State have a long-standing relationship in Oregon. When Oregon was admitted into 
the Union in 1859, the federal government granted sections 16 and 36 within every township to the 
state for support of public schools. 

However, if the Federal government had already disposed of these specific sections or reserved them 
for some other purpose, the state was allowed to select other public lands “in-lieu” of the unavailable 
sections. A 1991 federal court decision ruled that the State of Oregon was entitled to an additional 
5,202 acres through this provision. 

DSL has been working with the BLM since the early 1990s to resolve the state’s entitlement under a 
joint Memorandum of Understanding.   In addition to lands near the Cline Buttes area that were 
recently transferred to the State in April 2008, the BLM also recently transferred lands located in the 
Roseburg District in western Oregon. 

“Continuing with our commitment to the State of Oregon we thought this land would be a nice way 
to say “Happy Birthday” to the State,” said Oregon/Washington BLM State Director, Ed Shepard.  

The BLM has also received an application from the State of Oregon for 
land in Deschutes County, commonly referred to as the Deschutes Market 



Road Parcel. The BLM is currently evaluating the Oregon DSL proposal to determine whether the 
proposal would be in conformance with the BLM’s 2005 Upper Deschutes Resource Management 
Plan. The BLM and the State of Oregon held a public meeting regarding the Deschutes Market 
Parcel in July 2008. 

Additional information is available at: 

http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/prineville/plans/state-in-lieu/index.php 

About the BLM 

The BLM manages more land – 256 million acres – than any other Federal agency. This land, known as the National System of Public 
Lands, is primarily located in 12 Western states, including Alaska. The Bureau, with a budget of about $1 billion, also administers 700 
million acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the nation. The BLM’s multiple-use mission is to sustain the health and 
productivity of the public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations. The Bureau accomplishes this by 
managing such activities as outdoor recreation, livestock grazing, mineral development, and energy production, and by conserving 
natural, historical, cultural, and other resources on public lands. 

About DSL 

The State Land Board consists of Governor Theodore Kulongoski, Secretary of State Kate Brown and State Treasurer Ben Westlund. 
The Department of State Lands administers diverse natural and fiscal resources. Many of the resources generate revenue for the 
Common School Fund, such as state-owned rangelands and timberlands, waterway leases, estates for which no will or heirs exist, and 
unclaimed property. Twice a year, the agency distributes fund investment earnings to support K-12 public schools. The agency also 
administers Oregon’s Removal-Fill Law, which requires people removing or filling certain amounts of material in waters of the state to 
obtain a permit. 

www.oregonstatelands.us 
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