
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

  

 
  

 
  

Interior Disburses $13.4 Billion in FY14 Energy Revenues to 

Benefit Federal, State, Local and Tribal Governments
 

Disbursements to States increase; American Indian Revenues top $1 
Billion for first time 

WASHINGTON – Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell today announced that the 
Department of the Interior disbursed more than $13.4 billion in revenue generated by 
energy production on Federal and American Indian lands and offshore areas in Fiscal 
Year 2014, with increases in state and Indian Country revenues over the prior year. 

The disbursements include more than $1 billion to American Indian Tribes and 
individual Indian mineral owners, marking the first time disbursements from energy 
production on American Indian lands topped the billion-dollar mark. 

The Interior Department distributes energy revenues to state, local, and federal 
accounts to support critical reclamation, conservation, recreation, and historic 
preservation projects. Local governments apply the revenues to meet a variety of 
needs, ranging from school funding to infrastructure improvements and water 
conservation projects. 

“Revenue generated from developing public energy resources that belong to all 
Americans helps fund critical investments in communities across the United States and 
creates American jobs, fosters land and water conservation efforts, improves critical 
infrastructure, and supports education,” said Jewell.  “This year’s disbursements 
continue to reflect significant energy production from public and tribal lands in the 
United States.” 

The $1.1 billion disbursed to 34 American Indian Tribes and more than 34,000 individual 
Indian mineral owners for resources held for them in trust or restricted status represents 
an increase of more than $200 million over FY 2013 disbursements that totaled $932.9 
million. This increase to Indian Country is attributed primarily to increasing oil 
production from the Ft. Berthold Reservation in North Dakota. 

The Interior Department disburses 100 percent of the revenues received for energy and 
mineral production activities on Indian lands directly to the Tribes and individual Indian 
mineral owners through Interior’s Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Office of Special 
Trustee for American Indians. Tribes then use the revenues to develop infrastructure, 



  
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

provide healthcare and education, and support other critical community development 
programs, such as senior centers, public safety projects, and youth initiatives. 

Secretary Jewell in June announced a package of regulatory initiatives intended to help 
tribal leaders to spur investment opportunities and economic development in Indian 
Country, including efforts to remove regulatory barriers to infrastructure and energy 
development in Indian Country; increase tribal community access to expanded, high-
speed Internet resources via broadband; eliminate leasing impediments to land 
development; and support the growth of new markets for Native American and Alaska 
Native businesses. 

“While some tribes continue to experience recent economic progress from energy 
development, these tribes and many other tribal communities continue to face 
formidable economic hardship,” said Jewell. “In our efforts to foster tribal self-
determination and improve our federal regulations to meet the needs of the 21st 
century, we will continue to look for opportunities to provide greater deference to tribes 
to help remove barriers to economic development on tribal lands.  Working hand in 
hand with tribal communities and with my colleagues across the Administration, we 
hope to help lay a solid foundation for economic development and improve the quality of 
life for American Indians and Alaska Natives in their homelands.” 

More than $2.2 billion of the FY 2014 energy revenues were disbursed to 36 states as 
their cumulative share of revenues collected from oil, gas and mineral production on 
federal lands within their borders and from U.S. offshore oil and gas tracts adjacent to 
their shores. In FY 2013 disbursements to the states totaled about $2 billion.  Among 
the top states receiving FY 2014 revenue are Wyoming ($1 billion); New Mexico ($579 
million); Utah ($171 million); Colorado ($169 million); California ($100 million); North 
Dakota ($68 million); Montana ($38 million); Louisiana ($24 million); Alaska ($20 
million); and Texas ($12 million).   

Included in the state disbursements is $4.1 million sent directly to 37 individual counties 
in eight states from geothermal energy production.  State disbursements also include 
$4.3 million to four coastal states and 42 eligible political subdivisions (counties and 
parishes) under provisions of the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006.  A 
complete list of states receiving revenues through Fiscal Year 2014 is available on 
Interior’s Office of Natural Resources Revenue’s website at:http://www.onrr.gov/ 

A total of $7.2 billion was disbursed to the U.S. Treasury to fund programs for the entire 
nation, making the Department’s mineral revenue disbursements one of the nation’s 
largest sources of non-tax revenue. The disbursements also fund several special use 
accounts in the U.S. Treasury, including FY 2014 transfers to the Land & Water 
Conservation Fund, the Reclamation Fund, and the Historic Preservation Fund.   

The Land and Water Conservation Fund, established by Congress in 1964, receives 
revenue from energy development to provide grants to state, federal and local 
governments to acquire land, water and easements for recreation use and to protect 
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natural treasures. Receipts deposited in the Reclamation Fund are made available by 
Congress through annual appropriation acts for authorized water management and 
efficiency programs that directly benefit 17 Western States.  The Historic Preservation 
Fund provides matching grants to help state and tribal historic preservation offices 
preserve cultural and other historic resources. 

All federal energy revenues are collected and disbursed by Interior’s Office of Natural 
Resources Revenue (ONRR), which is under the Assistant Secretary for Policy, 
Management and Budget.  ONRR makes disbursements on a monthly basis from the 
royalties, rents and bonuses it collects from energy and mineral companies.  

### 
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States earn more than $2.2 billion in Federal mineral receipts  
 
DENVER – The Department of the Interior’s Office of Natural Resources Revenue (ONRR) 
announced today that more than $2.2 billion was disbursed to 36 states, counties and political 
subdivisions as part of the state share of Federal revenues collected in Fiscal Year 2014 from 
energy and mineral production that occurred on Federal lands within their borders, and offshore 
on the Outer Continental Shelf. 
 
States receiving revenues during Fiscal Year 2014 include: 
 
Alabama  -  $7,007,552.78 
Alaska  -  $20,144,615.36 
Arizona  -  $17,821.10 
Arkansas  -  $1,862,042.11 
California  -  $100,470,116.02 
Colorado  -  $168,757,595.47 
Florida  -  $38,256.46 
Idaho   -  $5,377,122.08 
Illinois  -  $170,753.84 
Indiana  -  $6,482.09 
Kansas  -  $1,354,119.71 
Kentucky  -  $88,263.10 
Louisiana  -  $24,282,508.91 
Massachusetts - $23,835.06 
Michigan  -  $343,236.59 
Minnesota  -  $17,701.19 
Mississippi  -  $2,460,313.92 
Missouri  -  $2,242,480.93 
Montana  -  $37,718,220.78 
Nebraska  -  $38,769.95 
Nevada  -  $8,344,815.78 
New Mexico  -  $579,094,211.01 
North Carolina- $109.97  



North Dakota  -  $68,413,590.60 
Ohio   -  $265,854.57 
Oklahoma  -  $5,353,242.11 
Oregon  -  $350,704.99 
Pennsylvania  -  $73,003.13 
South Carolina- $2,076.64  
South Dakota  -  $1,333,210.69 
Texas   -  $12,256,476.47 
Utah   -  $170,817,554.51 
Virginia  -  $52,625.59 
Washington  -  $6,863.48 
West Virginia  -  $322,061.69 
Wyoming  -  $1,007,269,375.47 
Total   -  $2,226,377,584.15 
 
Note:  Included in the state disbursements is $4,297,873 disbursed to four coastal states and 
eligible political subdivisions (counties and parishes) under provisions of the Gulf of Mexico 
Energy Security Act of 2006 (GOMESA).  GOMESA provides that the four Gulf coastal states 
(Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas) and their eligible coastal political subdivisions 
receive 37.5 percent of the oil and gas qualified leasing revenues from certain Outer Continental 
Shelf areas.   
 
Also included in the state disbursements is $4,087,527 disbursed directly to individual counties 
in eight states from geothermal energy production.   
 
The FY 2014 disbursements to states 1) exclude $162,203,257 in Mineral Leasing Act (MLA) 
payments withheld from states and counties because of sequestration and 2) include 
$101,333,680 returned to states in October 2013 from the MLA payments withheld in 2013.  In 
October 2014, ONRR returned to the states the $162,203,257 in MLA payments withheld in FY 
2014 because of sequestration.   Additional information about the disbursements can be found on 
ONRR’s website at: http://statistics.onrr.gov. 
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