
 
   

       
                 

    
     

 
   

 
  
    
  

 

   
   

  

 
   
  

  
 

   
 

 
    

  

 
    

   
   

  

    
   
  

 

News Release 
Washington, D.C. 

Bureau of Land Management Contact:  Kimberly Brubeck 
For immediate release: May 11, 2016 (202-208-5832) 

Wild Horses and Burros on Public Rangelands
 
Now 2.5 Times Greater than 1971 when Protection Law Was Passed
 

BLM seeks to expand initiatives to address problems with new legislative authority 

• 46,000 Horses Already Being Cared for Off-Range
• Off-Range Care of Unadopted Horses Would Exceed $1 Billion
• Necessary Horse Gathers Exceed Available Space and Funding

The Bureau of Land Management announced today that as of March 1, 2016, more than 67,000 
wild horses and burros are roaming Western public rangelands – a 15 percent increase over the 
estimated 2015 population. 

The updated numbers show more than twice the number of horses on the range than is 
recommended under BLM land use plans. It is also two and a half times the number of horses 
and burros that were estimated to be in existence when the Wild and Free Roaming Horses and 
Burros Act was passed in 1971. To help address the problem, BLM is seeking legislative 
authority for additional initiatives. 

“Over the past seven years we have doubled the amount of funding used for managing our 
nation's wild horses and burros," said BLM Director Neil Kornze. "Despite this, major shifts in 
the adoption market and the absence of a long-term fertility control drug have driven population 
levels higher. A number of program reforms are underway, but assistance is needed from our 
local, state, and federal partners." 

While herds of wild horses consistently double in size every four years, there has also been a 
dramatic decrease in adoptions in recent years. In the early 2000s, nearly 8,000 horses were 
being placed with private adopters each year. Due to a number of economic factors, that number 
is now down to roughly 2,500 animals each year, compounding an already difficult management 
situation. 

The total lifetime cost of caring for an unadopted animal that is removed from the range is 
substantial. Costs for lifetime care in a corral approaches $50,000 per horse. With 46,000 horses 
and burros already in off-range corrals and pastures, this means that without new opportunities 
for placing these animals with responsible owners, the BLM will spend more than a billion 



 
 

  

 

 
   
 

 
  

  
   

   
 

 
               

         
         
         

         
         
         
         
         
         
         

        
 

    
  

    
     

   
 

 

dollars to care for and feed these animals over the remainder of their lives. Given this vast 
financial commitment, the BLM is now severely limited in how many animals it can afford to 
remove from the range. 

To address these issues the BLM is taking a number of steps, including sponsoring a significant 
research program focused on fertility control; transitioning horses from off-range corrals to more 
cost-effective pastures; working to increase adoptions with new programs and partnerships; and 
requesting two new pieces of legislative authority -- one to allow for the immediate transfer of 
horses to other agencies that have a need for work animals and one that would create a 
congressionally-chartered foundation that could help fund and support adoption efforts. 
Additional tools and resources are needed to bring this program onto a sustainable path. 

The table below shows the 2016 West-wide, on-range population on a state-by-state basis as of 
March 1, 2016. This year’s 15 percent increase over the 2015 population compares to an 18 
percent increase from 2014 to 2015. The BLM plans to remove 3,500 wild horses and burros 
from Western public rangelands in 2016. 

Wild Horse and Burro On-Range Population as of March 1, 2016 
State Horses Burros Total Maximum AML 

AZ 318 5,317 5,635 1,676 
CA 4,925 3,391 8,316 2,200 
CO 1,530 0 1,530 812 
ID 468 0 468 617 
MT 160 0 160 120 
NV 31,979 2,552 34,531 12,811 
NM 171 0 171 83 
OR 3,785 56 3,841 2,715 
UT 5,440 400 5,840 1,956 
WY 6,535 0 6,535 3,725 
TOTAL 55,311 11,716 67,027 26,715 

The BLM manages more than 245 million acres of public land, the most of any Federal agency. This land, known 
as the National System of Public Lands, is primarily located in 12 Western states, including Alaska. The BLM also 
administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the nation. The BLM's mission is to manage 
and conserve the public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations under our mandate of 
multiple-use and sustained yield. In Fiscal Year 2015, the BLM generated $4.1 billion in receipts from activities 
occurring on public lands. 

--BLM-


