
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: November 15, 2010 
Contact: Kendra Barkoff, DOI (202) 208-6416 

Secretary Salazar Establishes New Directorate For National Landscape 
Conservation System 

Elevated management focus for 27 million acres 
of nationally significant public lands 

LAS VEGAS, NV – Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar today issued a Secretarial Order 
elevating the Office of the National Landscape Conservation System and Community 
Partnerships in the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to the level of a directorate within 
BLM. 

“This action reflects the growing importance of the 27-million acre National Landscape 
Conservation System to local economies, to the health of communities, and to the 
conservation of some of America’s greatest landscapes,” Salazar said at the National 
Landscape Conservation System Summit in Las Vegas. “The BLM plays a special role in 
protecting America’s great outdoors for the benefit of all Americans – for it is the national 
conservation lands that contain the forests and canyons that families love to explore, the 
backcountry where children learn to hunt and fish, and the places that tell the story of our 
history and our cultures. Each of these places within the National Landscape Conservation 
System holds special meaning to the American people and is an engine for jobs and 
economic growth in local communities.” 

This National Landscape Conservation System was established as an integral part of the 
Bureau of Land Management by the Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009, a 
bipartisan initiative that responded to the critical need, as the population of the West 
increases, to conserve open spaces that are a unique part of America’s heritage. As an 
integral part of the BLM’s multiple-use mission, conservation is a long-term investment 
that provides quality of life and economic benefits for current and future generations. 

The system contains many of our Nation’s most treasured landscapes, including scientific, 
historic and cultural resources, wilderness and wilderness study areas, wild and scenic 
rivers, national monuments, national conservation areas, and scenic and historic trails, 
among others.  

These lands are managed as an integral part of the larger landscape, in collaboration with 
the neighboring landowners and surrounding communities.  The management objectives 



 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

are to maintain biodiversity and promote ecological connectivity and resilience in the face 
of climate change.  When consistent with the values for which they were designated, lands 
in the system may allow appropriate multiple uses, such as grazing, energy development 
and tourism. 

Managers of the system recognize the importance of a diversity of viewpoints when 
considering management options.  These nationally important landscapes are managed 
from an interdisciplinary perspective, drawing upon the expertise of specialists throughout 
the BLM, and in coordination with the tribes, other Federal, state, and local government 
agencies, interested local landowners, adjacent communities, and other public and private 
interests.   

The directorate will be called the National Landscape Conservation System and 
Community Partnerships. The Assistant Secretary – Land and Minerals Management is 
responsible for ensuring implementation of this Order within 120 days.  This responsibility 
may be delegated, as appropriate. 

The signing of the Secretarial Order followed Salazar’s remarks to a summit of the 
National Landscape Conservation System, attended by several hundred BLM officials and 
employees as well as non-government stakeholders and state and local representatives.   

The Secretarial Order is available HERE. 

The Secretary’s remarks are available HERE. 
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