
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 




 


 

Date: March 15, 2011 
Contacct: Kendra B arkoff (DOII) (202) 208--6416 

Kavveh Sadeghzzadeh (BLMM) (202) 912--7423 

Salazar, AAbbey Disscuss $1122 Billion EEconomic CContributtion of 

BLM Public Lands; Foocus on Inncreasing SSafe and RResponsibble Energyy
 

Prroduction
 

OKLAHOMA CITYY, OK – In a visit today tto Oklahomaa City, Secreetary of the IInterior Ken 
Salazar ooutlined the eeconomic immportance off U.S. energyy productionn and called tthe public laands 
managedd by the Bureeau of Land Managemennt (BLM) “one of the nattion’s greateest assets – bboth 
economiccally and envvironmentallly.” 

Secretaryy Salazar notted that Ameerica’s publiic lands and their resourcces contribuuted more thaan 
$112 billlion to the UU.S. economyy and supporrted more thaan a half-mi llion Americcan jobs in 22010, 
the bulk of which camme from the managemennt of energy and non-eneergy minerall resources aand 
recreationn. 

“Presidennt Obama haas made it cl ear that we mmust continuue to move ttoward a secure energy ffuture 
that will have long-laasting economic benefitss,” Salazar saaid. “This inncludes contiinuing to 
encouragge safe and reesponsible ooil and naturaal gas produuction in the short-term wwhile makingg 
America more energyy independent in the lonng-term. 

The Bureeau of Land Managemennt has a fieldd office in Okklahoma thaat manages 77.4 million accres 
of publicc land and minerals in thee states of OOklahoma, KKansas and TTexas. That ffield office 
administeers extractioon, use and saale of oil, gaas and coal aand ensures tthat operatioons are conduucted 
safely annd in an envirronmentallyy responsiblee manner. Thhe Oklahomaa Field office also ensurees 
that oil annd gas operaations on Inddian lands arre conductedd according tto lease termms and 
conditionns, approvedd plans, and eexisting laws and regulaations. 

“The BLM, which mmanages 245 million acrees of public llands and 7000 million accres of minerral 
estate, is an engine of economic aactivity,” saiid BLM Dir ector Bob AAbbey, who joined the 
Secretaryy by phone. “It raises mmore revenue each year foor Americann taxpayers thhan it spendds and 
helps stimmulate invesstment and innnovation byy businesses.” 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

   
   

  
 

 

Salazar said the mineral-related contributions to the economy from BLM-managed resources are 
expected to increase in 2011, with 33 oil and gas lease sales scheduled and more than 7,200 
applications-for-permit-to-drill on public lands and Indian lands expected to be processed – up 
from approximately 5,000 in 2010. 

 “In addition, we are already seeing significant benefits from the President’s initiative to increase 
renewable energy development that will help secure America’s long-term prosperity and help 
reduce our dependence on foreign oil,” Salazar said. 

In 2010, the production of geothermal and wind energy on BLM-managed lands contributed 
more than $361 million to the nation’s economy.   Secretary Salazar also noted that with several 
important solar projects poised for development, the economic and social benefits from the 
Administration’s historic investment in clean energy will increase considerably and provide 
much-needed diversity in the America’s long-term energy portfolio. 

Director Abbey also highlighted the economic benefits of the diverse recreational opportunities 
afforded by BLM public lands. In 2010, more than 58 million recreation-related visits were 
made to BLM-managed lands and water.  These visits provided a nationwide economic benefit 
of $7.4 billion dollars. 

“Not only do these public lands generate revenue and jobs through development of important 
mineral resources such as oil and gas, timber, and grazing, they are increasingly yielding 
significant economic benefits from recreation, natural and cultural resources, and conservation of 
important wildlife and plant habitats,”  Abbey said. 

The BLM has produced a fact sheet titled "The BLM: A Sound Investment for America," which 
provides a state-by-state breakdown of economic impacts of activities on BLM-managed land.  
The national numbers will differ from any total of individual state impacts, because the national 
model incorporates impacts that cross state borders.  This is especially significant in the oil and 
gas industry, where the complex, interstate supply chain provides a much greater impact than the 
compilation of state numbers might imply.  The fact sheet is available at:  http://blm.gov/4q5c 

The BLM manages more land – over 245 million acres -- than any other federal agency.  This land, known as the 
National System of Public Lands, is primarily located in 12 Western states, including Alaska.  The Bureau, with a 
budget of about $1 billion, also administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the nation. 
The BLM's multiple-use mission is to sustain the health and productivity of the public lands for the use and 
enjoyment of present and future generations.  The Bureau accomplishes this by managing such activities as outdoor 
recreation, livestock grazing, mineral development, and energy production, and by conserving natural, historical, 
cultural, and other resources on public lands. 
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