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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and Forest Service (FS) have completed an evaluation of FS and BLM use of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) Section 7 Counterpart Regulations during the first year of use.  The final report for the review (Enclosure 1) was prepared cooperatively by the four agencies, and summarizes the requirements of the Counterpart Regulations and their Alternative Consultation Agreements, describes the approaches used by FWS and NMFS to evaluate FS and BLM Biological Evaluations/Biological Assessments, documents the results of the evaluations, and provides recommendations to the FS and BLM for improving the documentation of decisions made pursuant to the counterpart regulations.  Region 6 had two Biological Assessments that were evaluated during the first year review.

In response to the recommendations in the review, FS and BLM Washington Office staff prepared an Action Plan (Enclosure 2).  Although most of the tasks identified in the Action Plan will be completed at the Washington Office level, I am directing you to take responsibility for the following actions items:


1.  Verify that all Biological Assessments/Biological Evaluations prepared under the Counterpart Regulations are reviewed by appropriate Forest-level staff before they are finalized (Action Item #4).  This review should assure that all six of the items in the checklist contained in Appendix 3 of the Alternative Consultation Agreement are adequately addressed.


2.  Reinforce with your line officers the importance of accurately certifying that the analysis and documentation for each project that is developed under the Counterpart Regulations complies with ESA Section 7 regulations and the FS Alternative Consultation Agreement (Action Item #5).


3.  Ensure that biologists and botanists are aware that they can informally discuss with, and seek advice from, their FWS and NMFS colleagues on possible effects of projects using the Counterpart Regulations on listed species and critical habitat (Action Item #6).

The Action Plan identifies numerous training activities, including the development of a teacher-based ESA Section 7 effects analysis training program, and a “train the trainer” session for individuals selected by the FS and BLM to deliver the training.  The WO staff is taking the lead for these tasks, and more information concerning the availability of this training will be provided in the future.  

While this new training is being developed, you should continue to complete the web-based Counterpart Regulation training and certification for biologists/botanists and line officers.  To access this training, go to the DOI Lean Course Catalog at http://doilearn.doi.gov/coursecatalog to find the course, enter the course number which is 1386, and select “Search.”  To enroll, select the course name (Endangered Species Act – Counterpart Regulations for Fire Plan Projects), and select “Apply” on the next screen.  Complete and submit the course enrollment request form.  There is no charge for taking this course.  If you need assistance, contact GeoLearning at doilearn@geolearning.com or (866)466-1998. 

Information concerning the Counterpart Regulations, including the FS Alternative Consultation Agreement, can be found at the Northwest Interagency ESA Website at http://www.blm.gov/or/esa under the tab titled “ESA Counterpart Regulations for National Fire Plan.”

If you have questions concerning the enclosed Report or Action Plan, please contact Sarah Madsen, R6 TES Program Leader, at 503/808-2673.
	

	/s/ Calvin N. Joyner (for):

	LINDA GOODMAN

	Regional Forester
Enclosure


cc:  Jose Linares, Alison S Nelson, David Summer, Sarah Madsen
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