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Portland, Oregon 97208 Portland, Oregon 97208 

Stanley Speaks 
Regional Director, Northwest Region 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
911 NE 11th Ave 
Portland, Oregon 97232 

Subject: 	 Endangered Species Act Section 7 Formal Programmatic Consultation for 
Aquatic Habitat Restoration Activities in Oregon and Washington, CY 2007-CY 2012. 

Dear Ms. Goodman, Mr. Shepard, and Mr. Speaks: 

The enclosed document contains a programmatic biological opinion (BO) and Letter of 
Concurrence (LOC) on the effects of the Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 
and Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) (acting for the Coquille Tribe) (together termed the "Action 
Agencies") implementing aquatic habitat restoration activities. The Action Agencies propose to 
implement a suite of 19 aquatic habitat restoration activities on Action Agency and adjacent non
Federal lands in Washington and Oregon, using consistent methodology and criteria to design, 
implement, monitor, and document aquatic habitat restoration activities. These aquatic 
restoration activities are also designed for use with non ESA-listed fish (such as interior redband 
trout) habitat restoration projects, where these restoration actions have listed terrestrial species 
effects that require ESA consultation. 

These aquatic habitat restoration actions may occur between CY 2007 and CY 2012 (6 years). 
However, administrative units that already have a BO or LOC covering aquatic restoration 
activities should continue to use those documents until their coverage expires and then begin 
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using this programmatic consultation. It should also be noted that the Riparian Area Invasive 
Plant Treatment activity category, including use of a limited number of herbicides, will 
temporarily serve individual administrative units while they complete a local or provincial ESA 
consultation for invasive plant treatments. 

Our respective staffs, and those of National Marine Fisheries Service, have negotiated protective 
proj ect design processes that include use of interdisciplinary planning teams, and activity-specific 
project design criteria and conservation measures for listed fish and bird species. These criteria 
ensure beneficial aquatic habitat restoration activities are conducted with minimal adverse 
impacts to listed species and their critical habitats. The following are key concepts and measures 
for the implementation Aquatic Restoration actions: 

• 	 Local Levell Teams will be involved with each individual aquatic habitat restoration 
project via pre-project Levell Team discussion including completed Project Notification 
Form, and post-project review and report; 

• 	 All projects will be guided by Project Design Criteria that help restore or enhance stream 
channel, riparian, wetland, and/or upland functions and conditions to closely mimic those 
that would occur under natural disturbance regimes, and by Conservation Measures that 
seek to minimize negative project effects on listed species and their critical habitats; 

• 	 A maximum of 10 "Group One" aquatic restoration activities may be conducted per 5
th 

field watershed per year. 
• 	 An annual maximum of 250 Group One activities may occ~r in the Columbia River 

basin, 75 Group One activities may occur in the Coastal-Puget Sound bull trout DPS, 30 
Group One activities may occur in the Klamath River basin, 10 Group One activities may 
occur in the Warner basin, and 10 Group One activities may occur in the basins of 
extreme southeastern Oregon; 

• 	 Adverse effects to listed birds during aquatic restoration "activity implementation will be 
avoided as much as possible; a limited amount of incidental take due to disturbance is 
exempted for rare situations when incidental take of listed birds cannot be avoided while 
implementing listed fish habitat restoration activities; 

• 	 In order to ensure effects are not greater than anticipated, the Action Agencies will 
monitor during and after project implementation; 

• 	 Unanticipated problems identified during project monitoring will be addressed by Action 
Agencies, working with the Service and National Marine Fisheries Service. 

The proposed programmatic aquatic restoration actions, especially Group One activities, 
necessitate complex planning, design, and implementation phases, and will require extensive use 
of aquatic restoration expertise prior to project implementation per the negotiated aquatic 
restoration procedures, practices, and monitoring measures as described in the BO. 

In an effort to document the success of this BO, we recommend that the Action Agencies 
annually compile a list of completed aquatic restoration projects in the action area, and present 
these annual summaries to the Interagency Regional Executives' Committee. 

The Service sincerely appreciates the Action Agencies' commitment to conserving and taking a 
leadership role in recovering listed species and their critical habitats in Washington and Oregon. 
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We look forward to supporting your efforts to actively implement these important aquatic habitat 
restoration activities. 

Please contact myself or Miel Corbett at the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Office (503-231-6179) if 
you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

~)j1:?J 
Project Leader 

Enclosure 

cc: Eric Murray, NMFS, La Grande, OR 
Laura Hamilton, NMFS, Lacey, W A 
Scott Peets, USFS, Corvallis, OR 
USFS - Region 6 (Woltering, Rybak) 
USBLM - Oregon State Office (Moreau, Doelker, Lint) 
Jason Robinson, Coquille Tribe, North Bend, OR 
USFWS - Field Offices (Klamath Falls, Newport, Bend, LaGrande, Roseburg, Portland, 

Lacey, Wenatchee, Spokane) 

USFWS - Region 1 (Rabot, Salata, Brown, Young) 


Printed on 100 percent chlorine free/60 percent post-consumer content paper. 


