
 

 

 

     
  

 
 

  
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
 

  
     

  
  

 
     

 
   

 
   

 
 

    
   

  
 

    
  

 
 

  
 

    
    

  
 

      
    

 

United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Oregon State Office 
P.O. Box 2965 

Portland, Oregon 97208 

In Reply Refer to: 
1601/1790 (OR933) P 

February 5, 2010 

EMS TRANSMISSION 02/08/2010 
Instruction Memorandum No. OR-2010-015 
Expires:  10/30/2011 

To:	 DMs, DSDs, Staff and Branch Chiefs 
Attn: Planning Leads, Program Leads, and Planning & Environmental Coordinators 

From:	 State Director, Oregon/Washington 

Subject: State Office Quality Assurance Review of Planning Documents 

Program Areas: Planning and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

Purpose: To identify state office personnel and establish the 2010 work load associated with 
quality assurance reviews of resource management plans and associated environmental analyses. 

Policy/Action: The Deputy State Director for the Division of Resource Planning, Use, and 
Protection has been delegated lead responsibility for State Office Reviews of planning 
documents and supporting records.  This instruction memo (IM) establishes the division 
personnel designated to assist in these efforts and the anticipated workload for 2010.  

The Oregon State Office Land Use Planning Supplement – 1601, Release 1-315, 3/20/2003 
(OSO planning manual), establishes review points and procedures to be used in reviewing 
planning documents and associated environmental analyses.  

The following summary highlights the primary review points:  

1. Review preparation plan. 
2.	 Review planning criteria, including preliminary alternatives, analytical assumptions or 

models, issues outside the scope of the plan, and needs for reasonably foreseeable 
development scenarios or desired future conditions. 

3.	 Review administrative Draft Environmental Impact Statement (Draft EIS) prior to the 
State Director briefing on the Draft EIS and for any major required or requested revisions 
to earlier drafts. 



 
 

 

 
     

  
 

   
   
 

   
  

 
 

  
  

  
  

   
 

 
   

       
  

 
   

 
  

     
 

 
 

     
    

   
  

 
    

 
 

   

  
 

 
   

 
   

 
 

2 
4.	 Review administrative Final Environmental Impact Statement (Final EIS) prior to the 

State Director briefing on the Final EIS and for any major required or requested revisions 
to earlier drafts. 

5.	 Review the administrative Record of Decision (ROD) prior to the State Director briefing 
on the Record of Decision and for any major required or requested revisions to earlier 
drafts. 

6.	 Provide additional reviews as necessary for any other critical points in the planning and 
analysis process as identified in the preplan or subsequent reviews by either the field or 
State Office or Regional Office of the Solicitor staffs.  For example, most districts will 
request that the State Office review the Analysis of the Management Situation (AMS); 
Responses to Public Comment on the Draft EIS; and the Responses to Protests on the 
Final EIS/Proposed RMP.  These additional reviews may require briefings or meetings to 
resolve policy issues or review revisions and corrections requested by State Office staff. 

The following summary highlights the primary responsibilities, guidelines, and standards 
established in the OSO planning manual: 

State Office Review Team Responsibilities 
•	 Provide procedural and policy guidance and assist in training on technical standards 

related to preparation of preplanning, planning, and related environmental and decision-
making documents and associated monitoring activities for assigned resource programs. 

•	 Review planning and associated National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) documents 
for technical adequacy and policy conformance. 

•	 As appropriate, individuals may be requested to participate in periodic or special land use 
plan and program evaluations to assure compliance with current procedures and policies; 
determine whether opportunities for plan maintenance, amendments, or revisions exist; 
and assist with other issues as necessary. 

State Office Review Guidelines 
•	 Timeframes for reviews will be scheduled by the State Office P&EC Lead; reviews 

typically take up to 2-3 weeks from State Office receipt of the documents. The Branch of 
Planning, Science, and Resource Information will maintain, update, and circulate a 
schedule of anticipated planning NEPA document workloads to assist in forecasting 
reviews and any need for alternate reviewers. 

•	 State Office Review Team will provide its respective reviews to the State Office P&EC 
Lead by the requested deadline.  

•	 If review comments cannot be resolved between respective State Office and Field 
Resource Specialists, then the District Manager and Deputy State Director will be 
promptly informed to allow assistance in completing the review and required revisions to 
text, tables, and maps. 

State Office Review Standards 
•	 Procedural standards applicable to various programs as outlined in the BLM Land Use 

Planning Handbook H-1601, Appendix C.   
•	 Applicable specific program guidance, which may be in manuals, handbooks, or other 

official policy documents. 



 
 

 

 
    

 
 

   
 

   
 

     
 

   
 

    
  

 
 

 
 

 
      

    
 

    
 

   
 

 
    

   
   

 
       

       
     

 
 

        
   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

3 
Attachment 1 contains a list of personnel who will assist in the reviews and Attachment 2 
contains a description of the anticipated workload for 2010. 

Timeframe: Effective upon receipt. 

Budget Impact:  The direction described in this memorandum describes normal program of 
work activities for planning and NEPA reviews that utilize existing personnel.  No impacts to 
budget are anticipated through implementation of the direction contained herein. 

Background: BLM Manual Section 1601.04 describes land use planning roles and 
responsibilities for the Director, State Directors, District Managers, and Field Managers. State 
Directors are responsible for providing guidance and direction reflecting national strategic goals 
for regional, sub-basin, and local land use planning.  The State Director is responsible for 
approving land use plans, revisions, and amendments.  State office review of land use planning 
documents will ensure resource planning procedures are followed, there is coordination between 
planning procedures and other BLM procedures, and appropriate intergovernmental and 
interagency coordination occurs. 

Manual/Handbook Sections Affected: The BLM Land Use Planning Handbook H-1601-1 and 
Oregon State Office Land Use Planning Manual Supplement – 1601, Release 1-315 (3/20/2003) 

Coordination: These policies have been coordinated and reviewed by the OR930 branch chiefs. 

Contact:  Anne Boeder, (503) 808-6628; Maggie Langlas, (503) 808-6305; or Leslie Frewing, 
(503) 808-6088. 

Districts with Unions are reminded to notify their unions of this instruction memorandum and 
satisfy any bargaining obligations before implementation.  Your servicing Human Resources 
Office or Labor Relations Specialist can provide you with assistance in this matter. 

Signed by Authenticated by 
Michael S. Mottice Paj Shua Cha 
Associate State Director Records Section 

Attachments 
1 - State Office Program Leads for Review of Planning Documents 
2 - Anticipated 2010 Workload for Review of Planning Documents 

Distribution 
WO210 
OR931 
OR932 
OR933 
OR934 
OR936 
Office of the Regional Solicitor, Portland, Oregon (Bradley Grenham, Michael Schoessler) 



 

  
  

  

  

   

  

  
  

   
 

    
    

 
 

 
 

       
         

  
  
  

 
  
  

 
 
 

    

    

        

     

     

     
  

  
  
  

 
 

  
 

 
  
  
  

 
 

 
 

  

  

    

     

   

      

     

     

      

        

      

        
    

  
     

  
 

 

Resource Topic 
Archeology/Paleontology 

State Office Lead 
Stan McDonald 

Air Quality Willie Begay 

ACECs Joan Seevers 

Botany Joan Seevers 

Caves Jerry Magee 

Cartography Jim Rounds 
Climate Change/Carbon Storage Maggie Langlas 

Data Management Duane Dippon 
Energy 

Renewable 
Conventional & Geothermal 

Cathie Jensen 
Tom Wawro 

Minerals 
Locatable 
Saleable/Leasable 

Bob Harrison 
Bob Harrison 

Forestry 
• Eastside 
• Westside 

Steve Niles 
Dave Roche 

Fuels/Fire Louisa Evers 

Fisheries/Aquatics Joe Moreau 

Riparian Chester Novak 

Grazing (Range) Bob Hopper 

Hydrology Chester Novak 

Invasive Species Todd Thompson 
Lands (ROWs, Land Tenure) 

• Land Tenure 
• ROWs Eastside 
• ROWs Westside 

Pamela Chappel 
Cathie Jensen 
Sarah Bickford 

Planning/NEPA 
• East-side 
• West-side 
• Pipelines, etc. 

Maggie Langlas 
Anne Boeder 
Leslie Frewing 

Travel Management Chris Knauf 

Off Highway Vehicles Chris Knauf 

Recreation Cathi Bailey 

NLCS - Wilderness Jerry Magee 

Visual Resource Management Jerry Magee 

NLCS - Wild & Scenic Rivers Cathi Bailey 

Soils To Be Determined 

Socioeconomics To Be Determined 

SSS - Wildlife Barb Hill or Rob Huff 

SSS - Fish Joe Moreau 

SSS - Vegetation Joan Seevers 

Vegetation Hopper/Buckner/Evers 
Wildlife 

• Eastside 
• Westside 

George Buckner 
Barb Hill 

Attachment 1-1 



 

 
 

  
 

   
    
    
   
   

 
 

   
 

 
 

   
 

   
  

  
   
 

 
  

 

Attachment 2:  Anticipated 2010 Workload for Review of Planning Documents. 

The tentative review schedule for FY2010 includes: 

January 2010 
•	 Scoping for the Southeastern Oregon RMP Amendment. 
•	 Scoping for the Lakeview RMP Amendment. 
•	 Scoping for the Spokane RMP Revision and  
•	 Review Southeastern Oregon RMP and Lakeview RMP Amendments preliminary 

alternatives. 

February 2010 
Review John Day RMP Record of Decision (Administrative Draft).  

March 2010 
Review Baker RMP Draft EIS. 

May 2010 
Review scoping report for the Spokane RMP Revision.
 
Review West Buttes Final EIS.
 
Review North Steens Final EIS.
 

September, 2010 
Review Spokane RMP revision preliminary alternatives. 

Attachment 2-1 
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