
Attachment 4. Overlay of Standard Administrative Review Timeframe with 90-day Bid 
Acceptance Period. 
Note:  The internal BLM timeframes for protest resolution are required to be able to award a timber sale within the 
90-day bid acceptance period.  The OSO  acknowledges that litigation, as well as protest and appeal workload and 
complexity circumstances, may impact district and OSO ability to comply with the required timeframes outlined 
here.  Districts should begin drafting the protest decision as soon as the protest is received. 

Timber Sale Auction – The OSO directs districts to review any protests prior to 
the sale date to determine that there are no issues of merit that would preclude 
offering the sale. 

Day 5 

Day 0 

Draft Protest Decision – Within 5 days after the sale date, the district will submit 
the draft protest decision to the OSO Forest Management Advisor for review, 
highlighting specific questions. 

Day 10 Protest Decision Review – Within 10 days after the sale date, the OSO Forest 
Management Advisor will review and return the draft protest decision to the 
district to finalize. 

Day 15 Transmit Final Protest Decision – The district will transmit the final protest 
decision to: the protestor(s) with proof of service, the high bidder, and the OSO 
Forest Management Advisor within 15 days after the sale date. 

Close of the Appeal Period – Notice of appeal must be filed within 30 days after 
Day 45 the protest decision was served to the protesters (43 CFR § 4.411 (a)).  This 

timeline assumes BLM receives any request for stay and statement of reasons 
concurrently. 

BLM Response to Request for Stay – The BLM must transmit its response to 
request for stay to the IBLA within 10 days from the receipt of the stay request 

Day 55 (43 CFR § 4.21 (b)(3)). 

BLM Response to Statement of Reasons – The BLM must transmit its response 
to the statement of reasons to the IBLA within 30 days from receipt of the 
statement of reasons (43 CFR § 4.414).  The timeframe presented here assumes 
the appellant’s statement of reasons is filed concurrently with the stay request. 

Day 75 

Award Timber Sale Contract – OR/WA BLM policy directs that timber sale 
contacts not be awarded until the IBLA has had opportunity (i.e., 45 days) to review 
any stay request and BLM’s response. In addition, it is OR/WA BLM policy to 
award timber sale contracts within 90 days of the sale date when possible. 

Day 90 
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