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Subject:  Annual Fireline Refresher Training

There appears to be considerable confusion as to what individuals need to attend the Annual
Fireline Safety Refresher course for qualification and certification purposes. Safety Refresher
attendance policies differ among field units, which causes confusion. On occasion, this prohibits
the use of qualified resources, and, in some cases, unnecessarily increases training costs. Some
units have established a policy that all personnel, regardless of position, will attend the refresher
course. That policy is in conflict with the intent and spirit of the policy stated in the Interagency
Standards for Fire and Fire Aviation Standards, PMS 310-1 Wildland Fire Qualification System
Guide, and FSH 5109.17 — Fire and Aviation Management Qualifications Handbook (2004).

Interagency Standards for Fire and Fire Aviation Operations

Annual Fireline Safety Refresher Training — Annual Fireline Safety Refresher Training is
required for all personnel participating in wildland fire who may be subject to assignments on the
fireline*.

PMS 310-1 Wildland Fire Qualification System Guide

Annual Fireline Safety Refresher (RT-130) Training — Attendance at an Annual Fireline Safety
Refresher (RT-130) is required for designated positions in this guide in order to maintain
currency, and for all personnel assigned to positions with fireline duties and for any position
assigned to the fireline for non-suppression tasks.

FSH 5109.17 - Fire and Aviation Management Qualifications Handbook (2004)

3. Annual Fireline Safety Refresher Training is required for all personnel participating in fire
suppression or prescribed fire activities that may be subject to assignments on the fireline, for
example, technical specialists, bus drivers, and ground support personnel delivering resources to
the fireline.

* Fireline is used as an inclusive term for the area or location of suppression control operations
where additional risk exists.



Units should not make attendance mandatory and a condition of certification for individuals

in positions such as procurement unit leader, buying team member or dispatcher, among others.
These positions fall under the category of escorted visitors to the fireline pursuant to Chapter 6 of
the Interagency Standards for Fire and Fire Aviation Operations.

The direction found in PMS 310-1 is position specific and provides the most focused direction to
be followed.
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