
 

 
 

 
   

 
   

  

  

 

  
  

  

    

   
 

  
 

  

 

 

 

        

 

 

ib-or-2004-157-Clarification of Programmatic Biological Opinion Requirements for Watershed Analyses and Subbasin Assessments 

United State Department Interior 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
 

Oregon State Office
 
P.O. Box 2965
 

Portland, Oregon 97208
 

In Reply Refer to: 
6840 (OR-931) P 

August 9, 2004 

EMS TRANSMISSION 08/10/2004 
Information Bulletin No. OR-2004-157 

To: District Managers: Burns, Lakeview, Prineville, Salem, Spokane, Vale 

From: Deputy State Director for Resource Planning, Use and Protection 

Subject: Clarification of Programmatic Biological Opinion Requirements for Watershed Analyses and Subbasin 
Assessments 

The purpose of this bulletin is to transmit a letter of clarification for the programmatic Biological Opinion requirements for 
completing watershed analyses under PACFISH and INFISH, and for completing subbasin assessments under PACFISH. The 
attached memorandum has been signed by the Interior Columbia Basin Deputy Regional Executive Team. The memorandum 
reviews and clarifies the 1998 Biological Opinion requirements, and highlights the flexibility inherent in the assessment 
procedures. As you read through the clarification, also keep in mind that the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has an 
informal policy of not completing watershed analyses and subbasin assessments in areas where BLM manages only a small 
portion of the land. BLM may participate in the assessments others complete within these areas. While this “small portion” 
has never been quantified, the Fish and Wildlife Service and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries have 
been supportive of this approach. 

If you have questions on these issues, please contact Dorothy Mason (541-523-1308), Joe Moreau (503-808-6418), or Al 
Doelker (503-808-6067) in the Oregon State Office. 

Districts with Unions are reminded to notify their unions of this Information Bulletin and satisfy any bargaining obligations 
before implementation. Your servicing Human Resources Office or Labor Relations Specialist can provide you assistance in 
this matter. 

Signed by Authenticated by 
Michael S. Mottice Mary O'Leary 

Management Assistant 

1 Attachment(s) 
1 – FS/BLM-Memorandum; subject: Clarification of NMFS and USFWS 1998 Biological Opinion Requirements for 

Completing Watershed Analysis (PACFISH, INFISH) and Subbasin Assessments (PACFISH only) (5pp) 
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