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The Northwest Malheur County Greater Sage-Grouse Habitat Restoration Project

The Vale District Bureau of Land Management in eastern Oregon plans to implement a multi-year, multi-
phased fuels management and habitat restoration project in the Malheur Resource Area.

The primary goal of the project is to maintain and restore habitat for Greater Sage-Grouse and other
sagebrush species.

The plan would decrease the risk of high-severity fires by reducing hazardous fuels and improving
vegetation health of forested areas within the project’s sagebrush-steppe landscape. This could restore
fire-resilient habitats, improving the vigor of fire-dependent areas and helping suppression efforts of
wildfires damaging to sage-grouse habitat.

The Northwest Malheur County Greater Sage-Grouse Habitat Restoration Project Area is in the
northwestern portion of Malheur County. Treatment areas would be north of Highway 20, west of Pole
Creek Road, and south of Highway 26. The Project Area encompasses 258,556 acres, of which 144,671
acres are BLM-administered lands; 3,563 acres are Bureau of Reclamation-administered lands; 110,091
acres are private lands and a small amount are state- and U.S. Forest Service-owned. It is within the North
Fork Malheur and Bully Creek Geographic Management Areas (GMAS). A vicinity map is enclosed.

More than 90 percent of the Project Area is considered either preliminary priority habitat or preliminary
general habitat for Greater Sage-Grouse, as identified in the Oregon Draft Resource Management Plan
Amendment and Environmental Impact Statement.

The project would use a combination of cutting encroaching undesirable conifer- predominately western
juniper - and prescribed fire to meet the following goals:

(1) Maintain and/or improve Greater Sage-Grouse habitat.

(2) Reduce conifer encroachment to shift plant communities toward historic conditions.

(3) Increase ecosystem resiliency to fire by reducing hazardous fuels and reintroducing fire as a
disturbance.

(4) Reduce invasive annual grass cover to interrupt the fire cycle and to shift plant communities
toward historic conditions including sagebrush habitat.

Treatment methods would include broadcast burning, underburning, jackpot burning, pile burning, conifer
cutting, silvicultural thinning, broadcast herbicide spraying, and competitive or restoration seeding and
planting.

Treatment would result in about a 70 percent reduction in undesirable encroaching conifer density, over
the next 15 years.

An Environmental Assessment will be released in summer or fall of 2015 with full project details and
BLM’s analysis of alternative management actions and their impacts. The public will have an
opportunity to review and comment when that document is published.
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Map 1: Project Area Vicinity




