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Thank You to the Community of Vale 
 

Vale, Oregon – The Bureau of Land Management, Vale District-  As the Vale District Manager, I 

want to take the opportunity to thank the community of Vale for their support the last few weeks 

as we battled the Long Draw Fire in the southeastern portion of the District and the Bonita Fire 

Complex to the north.  To the many folks who provided support to the fire teams and to those 

residents whose lives were interrupted I would like to say thank you for your understanding and 

patience.  

 

I want to recognize Brent Barton, the Vale City Manager, for his support in providing space at the 

city park and rodeo grounds for the fire team.  The Vale School District, Matt Hawley 

Superintendent, Business Manager, Karen Nunn, Deputy Clerk Sharon Hawkins, Assistant Deputy 

Clerk Louann Schoorl, thank you all for assisting in making the elementary school available on 

short notice for the fire team.  Thanks to Sam Blackburn and the rest of the school janitorial staff 

and the OYCC students for their assistance in keeping the school clean and then cleaning up after 

the fire team departed.  Finally, grateful thanks to the residents who live in and around the 

elementary school who endured the generator noise, traffic and the disruption as we battle these 

fires. 

 

Again thank you for your assistance and patience as the 2012 fire season progresses. 

 

 

 

 

Donald N. Gonzalez 

Vale District Manager 

 

Additional information about the BLM Vale District can be found by visiting the district 

website at www.blm.gov/or/districts/vale. 

 

-BLM- 
About the BLM: The BLM manages more land – more than 245 million acres - than any other Federal agency. This 

land, known as the National System of Public Lands, is primarily located in 12 Western states, including Alaska. The 

Bureau, with a budget of about $1 billion, also administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout 

the nation. The BLM's multiple-use mission is to sustain the health and productivity of the public lands for the use 

and enjoyment of present and future generations. The Bureau accomplishes this by managing such activities as 

outdoor recreation, livestock grazing, mineral development, and energy production, and by conserving natural, 

historical, cultural, and other resources on public lands. 
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