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Lime Hill Fire Grows, Huntington Threatened 
 

Vale, Ore. – The Lime Hill Fire off of Interstate-84 near mile marker 344 has grown substantially. 

The fire is just a few miles west of Huntington and has grown to more than 7,000 acres since 

being reported earlier today.  

 

As a precaution, the City of Huntington has issued a Level One Evacuation Notice and Interstate-

84 is closed between Ontario and Pendleton. Additionally, the Durbin Creek Road between 

Huntington and Mormon Basin Road has been closed. 

 

There are currently 18 engines on site, along with three water tenders, three bulldozers and one 

Type Two Initial Attack crew. There are numerous air assets as well, including Single Engine Air 

Tankers (SEATs), heavy air tankers and helicopters.  

 

Bob Narus, Vale District Fire Management Officer, is optimistic that they can prevent escalation 

of the fire into full-fledged evacuation, but advises caution.  

 

“So far, we’ve been able to hold the highway,” Narus said, “but Huntington is still under threat.” 

 

The High Desert Type 3 Team, comprised of fire personnel from the BLM’s Burns and Vale 

Districts, has been ordered and should be taking command of the fire tomorrow morning.  

 
The cause of the fire has yet to be determined. Vale BLM officials are investigating.  

 

If you see or suspect a wildfire, call the Vale BLM Fire Dispatch Center at 541-473-6295. For 

more information on reporting wildfires in Malheur and Baker counties, as well as Northeast 

Oregon, visit http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/vale/fire/report-fire.php.  

 
The BLM manages more than 245 million acres of public land, the most of any Federal agency. This 

land, known as the National System of Public Lands, is primarily located in 12 Western states, 

including Alaska. The BLM also administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estate 

throughout the nation. The BLM's mission is to manage and conserve the public lands for the use 

and enjoyment of present and future generations under our mandate of multiple-use and sustained 

yield. In Fiscal Year 2014, the BLM generated $5.2 billion in receipts from public lands. 
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