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BLM to conduct emergency wild horse gather 
 

Vale, Ore. – On July 8, 2012, a lightning caused wildfire named the Long Draw fire started in the 

Jordan Resource Area and burned approximately 75% of the 65,211 acres in the Jackies Butte 

Herd Management Area (HMA).  Prior to the wildfire, water sources were becoming scarce due to 

the drought conditions this year. 

 

BLM has determined that the emergency removal of the Jackies Butte wild horse herd is needed to 

ensure survival of the wild horses through the remainder of the summer and upcoming winter and 

to promote soil stabilization, the recovery of the rangeland vegetation, and wild horse and wildlife 

habitat.  Currently, the unburned portions of the Herd Management Area have limited perennial 

water sources.  Congregating on limited water sources and traveling great distances to unburned 

forage will begin to negatively affect horse health.   

 

Approximately 85 wild horses will be gathered using a helicopter and then transported by trailer to 

the Burns Wild Horse Corrals. Jackies Butte horses will be separated by sex and retained in 

separate corrals.  Following vegetation recovery and rehabilitation from the Long Draw fire, these 

horses will be returned to the Herd Management Area to bring the wild horse population to low 

Animal Management Level (75 horses).  Although dependent on environmental conditions, this 

recovery period is generally two growing seasons.  Livestock grazing will be removed for the 

same time period to allow for rangeland recovery. 

 

For additional information about the decision please visit the website at: 

http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/vale/plans/index.php 
 

Additional information about the BLM Vale District can be found by visiting the district website 

at www.blm.gov/or/districts/vale. 

 
The BLM manages more than 245 million acres of public land – the most of any Federal agency.  This land, known as 

the National System of Public Lands, is primarily located in 12 Western states, including Alaska.  The BLM also 

administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the nation.  In Fiscal Year (FY) 2011, 

recreational and other activities on BLM-managed land contributed more than $130 billion to the U.S. economy and 

supported more than 600,000 American jobs.  The Bureau is also one of a handful of agencies that collects more 

revenue than it spends.  In FY 2012, nearly $5.7 billion will be generated on lands managed by the BLM, which 

operates on a $1.1 billion budget.  The BLM's multiple-use mission is to sustain the health and productivity of the 

public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.  The Bureau accomplishes this by 

managing such activities as outdoor recreation, livestock grazing, mineral development, and energy production, and 

by conserving natural, historical, cultural, and other resources on public lands. 
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