The Burns District and Vale District Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) are proposing to implement emergency
stabilization and burned area rehabilitation actions on the
Buzzard Complex fires.

Background…
The Buzzard Complex fires were ignited
by lightning on July 13, 2014.

The Buzzard Complex consisted of:
•
•
•
•
•

The Buzzard Fire
The Riley Field Fire
The Bartlett Fire
The Beaver Creek Fire
The Saddle Draw Fire

The complex was
contained August 2nd
after burning a total
of 396,017 acres.

The Ownership Split…
Of the acres burned
270,029 were on the Vale District:
• 58,193, Oregon Department of State Lands
• 70,485, Private
• 141,351, BLM
Buzzard Complex

118,515 were on the Burns District:
•
•
•
•

11,069, Oregon Department of State Lands
4, Bureau of Reclamation
37,279, Private
70,163, BLM

This Environmental Assessment (EA) addresses actions within each of
the BLM plans and analyzes their potential impacts on the human
environment.
The EA will include analysis for the proposed actions on Federal lands
within both the Burns District and the Vale District.

Proposed Actions…
•
•
•
•
•

treatments of invasive species
seeding of native and desirable non-native grass species
construction of temporary fences
repair of management fences
planting of shrub seedlings on key portions of the burned area.

Goals…
Prevent deterioration of soil resources
through erosion and reduce sediment
transfer to water systems

Utilize rangeland improvements, as needed,
to support achievement of multiple-use
management objectives

Maintain viable populations of native plants
and animals distributed throughout their
geographic range

Maintain, restore or enhance the habitat of
candidate, listed and other sensitive species
to maintain the populations at a level which
avoid endangering the species
(e.g. Sage Grouse)

Maintain healthy populations of wild horses
within the Stinkingwater and Cold Springs
Herd Management Areas (HMA)

Maintain, restore, or enhance the diversity of
plant and wildlife communities and species

Protect the cultural and paleontological values from accidental or intentional loss, while
providing special emphasis to high value sites and conserving those resources of
overriding scientific or historic importance

The BLM will decide which, if any, burned area stabilization and rehabilitation
activities will occur within or surrounding the Buzzard Complex fire perimeters.

