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Dear Interested Party: 
 
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Spokane District is preparing an environmental assessment 
(EA) to evaluate the impacts associated with the management of noxious weeds and invasive plants 
(weeds) on public lands.  The BLM is seeking your input on a proposal to accomplish integrated weed 
management including the use of herbicides, mechanical, manual, and biological treatments and identify 
specific locations where treatment needs exist.  Comments received in response to this scoping 
solicitation will be used to identify potential issues, concerns, and additional opportunities associated with 
the proposed action and developing alternatives.  We need your help to ensure that issues of concern to 
you and your community are analyzed as part of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process.  
The EA will be prepared in accordance with NEPA requirements to address the purpose and need of the 
proposal, describe alternatives, disclose the effects of implementing the activities, and comply with other 
relevant Federal and State laws.  The analyses for this EA will also determine whether significant 
environmental impacts necessitating an environmental impact statement (EIS) would result from their 
implementation. 
 
Location and Background 
 
The area under consideration for weed management will be within the planning area of the 1987 Spokane 
District Resource Management Plan and will encompass approximately 424,000 acres of public lands 
within 20 counties in eastern Washington, including lands acquired after the Record of Decision.  
Attachment 1 lists the acres of BLM lands within each county containing known noxious weed 
populations that would be included in this analysis and Attachment 2 is a map of the Spokane District.  
The Spokane District currently treats approximately 1,000 acres of weeds each year using herbicides, 
biological controls, and other methods.  Of those, about 800 acres are treated with herbicides annually as 
ground-based site specific treatments. Although comprehensive inventories of noxious weed and invasive 
plant populations have not been conducted in the Spokane District, BLM has surveyed and detected 
weeds on 273,700 acres or roughly 64% of the analysis area ranging from small patches to hundreds of 
acres.  In 2010, the BLM estimated the number of noxious weed infestations on public lands to be over 
2,700 species occurrences on 581 Public Land Survey System sections based on treatment records 
between 1989 and 2010. 
 
 
 



Purpose and Need for Action 
 
The purpose of the proposed action is to select a management approach, within the context of BLM’s 
Integrated Weed Management policy and manual direction, which improves the Spokane District’s ability 
to respond to new noxious weed infestations that have not been previously analyzed by the NEPA process 
and established sites that need updated environmental analyses. 
 
This action is necessary to support the following needs: 
  
Several Federal and State laws, regulations, and policies direct the BLM to manage noxious weeds and 
invasive plants and to coordinate with other Federal and State agencies in activities to prevent and control 
the spread of weeds on public lands.  These laws are intended to reduce the expansion and extent of 
noxious weeds and invasive plants and mitigate the adverse economic, ecological, human health impacts 
that invasive species cause.  Federal agencies are required not to authorize, fund, or carry out actions that 
are likely to cause or promote the introduction and spread of invasive species in the United States.   
The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, as amended, (Public Law 94-579; 43 U.S.C. 
1701 et seq.) directs BLM to "...take any action necessary to prevent unnecessary and or undue 
degradation of the public lands."  The aggressive spread of noxious weeds and invasive plants increase 
the risk of permanently impairing various resource values on public lands.  Integrated Weed Management 
can be used to improve land health and habitats, maintain ecological function, and preserve the diverse 
benefits of public lands. 
 
Reducing the number of infested acres by noxious weeds and invasive plants would help meet the 
Department of Interior’s Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years 2014-2018 goal of controlling 1% of baseline 
acres of invasive species.  This plan recognizes invasive species as one of the greatest obstacles to 
achieving healthy ecosystems and the need to control such species to preserve and sustain biological 
communities. 
 
The Proposed Action 

This EA will tier to the Vegetation Treatments Using Herbicides on BLM Lands in 17 Western States 
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) and Record of Decision (ROD), which authorizes 
the use of 18 herbicide active ingredients and provides Standard Operating Procedures, Design Features, 
and Mitigation Measures to minimize adverse environmental impacts.  All of the herbicide active 
ingredients listed in the PEIS are considered for use within the Spokane District based on the risk 
assessments and environmental analyses conducted in this programmatic document.  Specific herbicide 
treatments would be prescriptively developed according to the biological efficacy for controlling noxious 
weed and invasive plants, the environmental site conditions, and the risks to resource values where weed 
infestations occur.  The use of herbicides will usually occur as ground-based treatments either as spot or 
broadcast applications depending on the size of the infestation and the risks to other resources. 

In addition to herbicides, the use of biological control agents, manual control, mechanical control, and 
cultural control would be authorized and incorporated into this EA as part of Integrated Weed 
Management.  These methods are described in the Vegetation Treatments Using Herbicides on BLM 
Lands in 17 Western States Programmatic Environmental Report (PER).  This report discloses the 



general effects of non-herbicide control methods and includes prevention measures and treatment-specific 
Standard Operating procedures and guidelines. 

The EA will identify and analyze the site-specific effects of integrated weed management treatments in 
the Spokane District.  Proposed treatment areas will be described for the Border and Wenatchee Field 
Offices by legal description of BLM-administered parcels.  At this time, the areas of potential effect have 
not been defined; however, specific treatments areas will be compiled after reviewing responses to our 
scoping efforts.  The specific treatment areas in this EA would serve as a master list that a subset of 
individual projects would be considered from and implemented on an annual basis as treatment needs are 
determined. The size of the treatment areas will be variable, ranging from a few acres to several hundred 
acres depending on the extent of the infestation and the environmental impacts of the treatment area.  
Annual treatments are expected to vary depending on available funding and resources. 

In order to eradicate new infestations that will encroach on BLM-administered public lands, an Early 
Detection and Rapid Response (EDRR) program is proposed that would evaluate potential environmental 
risks from spot treatments using a project-level screening checklist. Landscape areas representing similar 
habitats and complexity of resource issues will be grouped and analyzed to ascertain typical impacts 
associated with spot treatments. The checklist would be used to assess if a treatment is consistent with 
this EA and if additional inventories for Special Status Species and their habitats, cultural resources, or 
other concerns are required.  EDRR treatments would be permitted if resource conflicts were avoidable, 
sufficiently similar to those in this EA, and less than one gross acre in size.  A gross acre is defined as the 
outer perimeter of an infestation, containing the target species and the spaces between individual plants. 

Conformance with Applicable Land Use Plan 

The control of noxious weeds and invasive plants is consistent with the general guidance in the 1987 
Spokane Resource Management Plan (RMP) Record of Decision and the 1992 Plan Amendment.  This 
EA would provide the site-specific treatment methods and environmental analyses as stipulated in the 
Record of Decision (p. 27, BLM 1987).  In addition, prioritizing projects would consider whether 
infestations are confined to BLM lands and containable or are part of coordinated efforts with adjoining 
lands (p. 27, BLM 1987).   

Your Opportunity to Comment 
 
We are inviting your comments on this proposal.  In particular we are interested in specific locations that 
may be included for prioritizing weed control treatments and concerns associated with treatment methods.  
A comment form has been enclosed for your convenience.  The comment form also provides the 
opportunity for you to choose whether you would like to have your name kept on this list to receive future 
mailings regarding this EA or have your name removed from the mailing list for this project.  Please 
indicate on the comment form whether you are submitting comments as an individual or as a designated 
spokesperson on behalf of an organization. 
 
We can best use your comments if they are received no later than August 18, 2014.  Comments can be 
submitted by mail to: 
  



Bureau of Land Management 
Spokane District Office 
Attn: Spokane District Integrated Weed Management Environmental Assessment 
1103 N. Fancher Rd. 
Spokane Valley, WA 99212 
 
Comments can be submitted electronically to: 
 
OR_Spokane_Mail@blm.gov with Spokane District Integrated Weed Management Environmental 
Assessment in the subject line.   
 
Comments may also be received by fax to (509) 536-1275; or in person at the Spokane District Office 
(office hours are 7:45am-4:30pm, Monday through Friday).   
 
Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying information in 
your comment, please be advised that your entire comment – including your personal identifying 
information – may be made publicly available at any time.  While you can ask us in your comment to 
withhold from public review your personal identifying information, we cannot guarantee that we will be 
able to do so.  
 
If you have any questions, require any additional information, or need assistance responding to the 
scoping solicitation, please contact Sean MacDougall at the above address, by phone (509) 536-1258 or 
email at smacdoug@blm.gov. 
 
We look forward to receiving your comments and thank you for your participation in the scoping process 
for this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Daniel C. Picard 
 
Daniel C. Picard 
District Manager 
Spokane District Office 
 
Enclosures –  Table 1 
  Comment Form 
  Project Map 
 
  



Attachment 1 
 

 
Table 1.  BLM Lands within each county with known Noxious Weed populations 

 
County Acres containing noxious All BLM Lands  

weed populations (acres) 
Adams 9,322 9,947 
Asotin 85 945 
Benton 6,741 11,000 
Chelan 7,193 21,382 
Columbia 40 440 
Douglas 39,004 54,485 
Ferry 4,713 9,047 
Franklin 22,368 23,778 
Garfield No Available Data 165 
Grant 40,188 53,898 
Kittitas 9,630 15,897 
Klickitat 1,848 18,266 
Lincoln 73,006 79,042 
Okanogan 36,065 58,810 
Pend Oreille 979 1,730 
Spokane 1,739 2,073 
Stevens 8,567 25,046 
Walla Walla 67 390 
Whitman 7,776 9,224 
Yakima 4,408 28,478 

Total  273,739         424,041     
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COMMENT FORM 
 

   Name:         

                          Address:         

             

             

   Phone:         

    Email:         
 
My comments are: (please add additional pages as needed) 

 Note:  Specific areas of concern may be included by weed species and legal description  
 (Township/Range/Section) or map locations. 
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 

 Please keep my name on the list to receive future mailings regarding the Noxious Weed and Invasive  
 Plant Integrated Weed Management Project. 
 
 Please remove my name from the mailing list for the Noxious Weed and Invasive  
 Plant Integrated Weed Management Project. 
 
 Please return this form to:   Bureau of Land Management, Spokane District Office 
       Attn: Integrated Weed Management Environmental Assessment 
       1103 N. Fancher Rd 
       Spokane Valley, WA 99212 
       Fax: (509) 536-1275 
       OR_Spokane_Mail@blm.gov 




