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Decision Record/Rationale and Finding of No Significant Impact 


For Watmough Bay Trailhead Improvements Environmental Assessment 

OR134-05-EA-012 


Decision 

It is my decision to implement Alternative 2 (Modified Action with vault toilet & tree 

removal Site Location Option B) as described in the environmental assessment (EA), to 

include removing the rented toilet and installing a vault toilet; installing one additional 

bike rack; removing the iron gate and creosote posts; installing three bollards; installing a 

small informational kiosk; installing boulders near the new restroom facility; placing 

large rocks to armor the existing culvert; adding gravel to the parking area and access 

road; creating drivable drainage ditches along the access road; redefining the existing 

ditch line; and performing selected tree removal with no enlargement of the parking area. 

To avoid conflict with recreational use of the site, all large-scale projects will be 

scheduled between September 17 and May 15 to the maximum extent possible, which is 

outside the visitor high-use season. 


Rationale for the Decision 

In consideration and review of the positive, constructive input from partners and those 

who submitted comments the implementation of the modified action will allow the size, 

type, and formation of new facilities to meet the physical needs of the visiting public and 

provide essential elements to accommodate the physical demand while ensuring the 

values of the ACEC are protected. Improvements to the site will accommodate this use, 

protect the natural values of the area and allow infrastructural maintenance. 

Finding ofNo Significant Impact 

Based on the analysis of potential environmental impacts contained in the EA, I have 

determined that impacts are not expected to be significant and an EIS is not required. 

This determination is based on the following factors: 


1. Beneficial, adverse, direct, indirect, and cumulative environmental impacts discussed 
in the EA have been disclosed. The physical and biological effects are limited to the site 
of the proposed action and adjacent lands. 

2. Public health and safety would not be adversely impacted. Public health would be 
enhanced by increasing the capacity for human waste storage. 

3. There would be no adverse impacts to wetlands, floodplains, areas with unique 
characteristics or ecologically critical areas. 

4. There are no highly controversial effects on the environment. 

5. There are no known effects that are highly uncertain or involve unique or unknown 
risk. 
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6. This alternative does not set a precedent for other projects that may be implemented in 
the future. 

7. No cumulative impacts related to other actions that would have a significant adverse 
impact were identified or are anticipated. 

8. Based on previous and ongoing cultural resource surveys, and through required 
mitigation, no adverse impacts to cultural resources were identified or anticipated. 

9. No adverse impacts to any threatened or endangered species or their habitat that was 
determined to be critical under the Endangered Species Act was identified. 

10. This alternative is in compliance with relevant Federal, State, and local laws, 
regulations, and requirements for the protection of the environment. 

Appeals 
Any applicant or other person whose interest is adversely affected by the final decision may 
file an appeal in accordance with 43 CFR 4.411. The appeal may be accompanied by a 
petition for a stay of the decision in accordance with 43 CFR 4.21. The appeal and petition 
for a stay must be filed in the BLM Spokane District Office, 1103 N. Fancher Rd. , Spokane 
Valley 99212, within 30 days following receipt of the final decision, or within 30 day after 
the date the proposed decision becomes final. Pending approval of a stay, this decision is full 
force and effect immediately upon signature in accordance with 43 CFR 2801.10, unless the 
petition for stay is allowed by the Interior Board of Land Appeals. Refer to 43 CFR 4.411 
and 4.412 for more information regarding filing of an appeal. 
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Karen Kelleher Date 
Field Manager 
Wenatchee Field Office 
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