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SCOPING NOTICE 

Pierre Lake Fuels Reduction 

Spokane District Bureau of Land Management 

This scoping notice summarizes a Bureau of Land Management (BLM) proposal to reduce hazardous 

fuels within the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) in accordance with the Healthy Forest Restoration Act 

of 2003 (HFRA). Federal actions must be analyzed in accordance with the National Environmental 

Policy Act (NEPA) and other relevant Federal and State laws and regulations to determine potential 

environmental consequences. 

The purpose of this notice is to inform interested and affected parties of the proposal and to solicit 

comments to assist with the NEPA review of the proposal.  Analysis of the proposal is ongoing, and will 

be documented in an Environmental Assessment (EA) with an estimated completion date of 11/30/09. 

Comments received in response to this solicitation will be used to identify potential environmental issues 

related to the proposed action and to identify alternatives to the proposed action that meet the purpose of 

and need for the project. 

Project Location 

The proposed project is 672 acres, approximately 3-7 miles northeast of Orient, Washington, located in 

North Stevens County across 6 parcels (see attached map). 

T. 40 N., R. 36 E., Sec. 23, 25 & 35 

T. 39 N., R. 36 E., Sec. 13 

T. 39 N., R. 37 E., Sec. 18 & 19 

Purpose and Need for Action 

The BLM’s purpose for this proposed action is to reduce hazardous fuels that would: 

* enhance identified escape routes for people using the area should a wildfire start,          

* reduce risk to homes, structures and infrastructure from wildfire damage, 

* reduce the risk of uncharacteristic wildfire on forest ecosystem componets,                 

* improve sustainability of stands to withstand frequent fires, and 

* increase firefighter safety during wildland fires. 

Fire suppression over the past 75 years, favorable climatic conditions, vegetation growth, and dead fuels 

resulting from insects and diseases have resulted in undesirable fuel levels and an elevated risk of severe 

wildfire. Additionally, trees growing in these very dense conditions are at greater risk of mortality due to 

inter-tree competition for nutrients, water and sunlight. Additionally, diseased trees, insect killed trees 

and down fuels create continuous fuel ladders from the ground to the tree crowns; conditions prone to 

stand replacing fire. BLM’s need for this purposed action is to reduce wildfire risk to communities 

(Healthy Forest Restoration Act of 2003) and respond to the Washington State Department of Natural 
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Resources (WSDNR) request to implement fuels projects adjacent to Private, WSDNR, and Forest 

Service Lands in the Lower Kettle River Strategic Planning Area #2 (Stevens County, Washington 

Community Wildfire Protection Plan – 2008). 

Existing Condition 

Plant communities in the project area include Douglas-fir/ pinegrass, Douglas-fir/ ninebark/ twinflower, 

Douglas-fir/ common snowberry, Ponderosa pine/ ninebark/ bluebunch wheatgrass, and a small amount of 

western red cedar/ queen’s cup beadlily.  Conditions are generally dry.  There are weeds present within 

most communities (diffuse knapweed and St. Johnswort) especially by the road. There are many large 

diameter trees scattered through all community types, some as large as 28 ½ inches in diameter.  Three 

large trees were cored to determine age:  ages were 134 (28.5” diameter Douglas-fir), 145 (27.3” diameter 

Ponderosa pine), and 243 (28.6” diameter Ponderosa pine). The parcels showed evidence of past fire, 

including fire scars on Ponderosa pine and a dense understory in many places. 

Proposed Action 

This project would be conducted over multiple years and would include commercial harvesting 

approximately 414 acres (see map) with an average leave tree spacing up to 40 feet, leaving on average of 

approximately 29.5 square feet of basal area per acre, focusing primarily on large tree retention. No trees 

over 23 inches will be thinned regardless of spacing. This would be followed by precommercial thinning 

across the whole project area. All landing and hand piles will be either chipped for biomass or burned on 

site. Thinnings may be followed by broadcast burning and will be used in the future to maintain the 

forest ecosystems. 

Preliminary Issues 

* A special status plant species was located in a quaking aspen/ snowberry community: Sanicula 

marilandica; Black Snake-root, a Washington State Sensitive species. 

* Cultural Sites linked to historical mining activities in and around the area. 

* Townsend’s Big-eared Bat a BLM sensitive species likely using addits and shafts in project area. 

* Noxious weeds - diffuse knapweed and St. Johnswort. 

Public Input Needed 

There will be a public meeting to discuss the BLM’s proposed fuels reduction project on Tuesday, 

October 20, 2009, at 6:00 p.m. It will be held at the Barstow Fire Training Center, 25266 Hwy. 395 N., 

Kettle Falls, Washington, 99141. 

Comments are specifically requested on the proposed action and preliminary issues.  Comments made on 

this proposal need to be received by 11/2/2009 and are directly relevant to the proposal and project area. 

The BLM will not reject public feedback outside established public involvement timeframes; however, 

these comments may be considered secondary to comments received in a timely manner and may only be 

assessed to determine if they identify concerns that would substantially alter the assumptions, proposal, 

design, or analysis presented in the EA. Please send electronic/e-mail comments to: 
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OR_Spokane_Mail@blm.gov with ”Pierre Lake Fuels Project” in the subject line. Please identify 

whether you are submitting comments as an individual or as the designated spokesperson on behalf of an 

organization.  

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying information 

in your comment, be advised that your entire comment – including your personal identifying information 

– may be made publicly available at any time.  While you can ask us in your comment to withhold from 

public review your personal identifying information, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so. 

The primary contact for questions and comments for this analysis is: 

Richard Parrish 

Fuels Specialist, S.C.E.P 

1103 N. Fancher Rd. 

Spokane Valley, WA 99212 

509-536-1226 

Attachments: Pierre Lake Fuels Reduction Topo Map 
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