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1.0 Introduction 

 

1.1 Background  

 

This assessment has been prepared in response to a right-of-way application filed by 

Maughan et al. LLC to create an approximately 170’ easement to access two landlocked 

parcels—a 12.14 acre private parcel known as Kittitas County Parcel #955777, and a 10 

acre private parcel known as Kittitas County Parcel #814533.  The proposed right-of-way 

would allow an access road to be constructed from SR 821, to the south across BLM 

property to access the currently landlocked parcels.  All of the land between SR821 and 

these parcels is managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).  The BLM-

administered land is described as a portion of the SE¼SW¼ of Sec. 20, T16N, R19E, 

Willamette Meridian. 

 

 
Above:  Overhead View of Ownership and Access 
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Prior to 1996, it was believed that the private property owned by Maughan et al. LLC 

extended to SR821 with no BLM lands intervening.  Two informal dirt access roads, one 

on the east end of the property and another that joined the current BLM Umtanum access 

road near the west side of the property, were used to access the private property.  

 

In 1996, a re-survey of the land identified the property line approximately 170 feet to the 

south, with the result that all historical road access to the private property crossed BLM 

land. 

 

In 2006 both access roads were blocked by the BLM.  The west access remains 

permanently blocked.  The eastern access has a BLM locked gate, but is periodically 

authorized for use by Maughan et al. LLC with a BLM letter of authorization, and by the 

private land lessee, with a valid BLM Special Recreation Permit. 

 

1.2 Proposed Action Summary 

 

The proposed action is to issue a right-of-way grant to Maughan et al. LLC authorizing 

the construction of an access road across public land to access their property.   

 

1.3 Location 

 

The access portion of the property is located in Section 20, Township 16 North, Range 19 

East of the W.M.  The Parcel itself is located in Section 29, Township 16 North, Range 

19 East of the W.M.  Maps of the project location are in Appendix B. 

 

 

Above: Proposed Project Location 
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1.4 Purpose and Need 

 

Maughan et al. LLC has submitted a right-of-way application to construct a private 

access road across BLM lands.  The BLM action on this proposal would be issuance of a 

land use authorization (specifically, a Right-of-Way Grant), for the proposed non-federal 

use of public lands.  The BLM’s need for action is to respond to the Maughan et al. LLC 

Right-of-Way application.  This need arises from the Federal Land Policy and 

Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA) which establishes a multiple use mandate for 

management of Federal Lands.  It is the BLM’s objective to grant rights-of-way and to 

control the use of rights-of-way on public lands in a manner that; 

 

1. Protects the natural resources associated with public lands and adjacent lands 

whether private or administered by a government entity; 

 

2. Prevents unnecessary or undue degradation of public lands; 

 

3. Promotes the use of rights-of-way in common considering engineering and 

technological compatibility, national security and land use plans, and; 

 

4. Coordinates, to the fullest extent possible, all BLM actions under the regulations 

in this part with state and local governments, interested individuals, and 

appropriate quasi-public entities.   

 

The purpose of the BLM’s proposed action is to fully consider Maughan et al. LLC’s 

request, giving due regard to FLPMA’s multiple use mandate and to fully comply with 43 

CFR 2801.2. 

 

1.5 Decision to be Made 

 

The BLM will decide whether to grant, grant with conditions, or deny Maughan et al. 

LLC’s application for a private access right-of-way.  Pursuant to 43 CFR 2805.10, if the 

BLM issues a grant, the BLM decision maker may include terms, conditions, and 

stipulations which she or he determines to be in the public interest.  This could include 

modifying the proposed use or changing the route or location of the road on public lands.   

 

1.6 Land Use Plan Conformance 

 

The proposed action is subject to, and in compliance with, the Spokane District Resource 

Management Plan Record of Decision (RMD/ROD-1987) and the 1992 RMP 

amendment.  Issuance of rights-of-way grants is listed under the heading “Administrative 

Actions” on page 5 (unnumbered) of the 1992 ROD.  Also, one of the general 

management objectives of the 1987 RMP/ROD specifically applies “keep public lands 

open for exploration/development of mineral resources, rights-or-way, access, and other 

public purposes with consideration to mitigate designated resource concerns”.   

 

1.7 Scoping and Issues 
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1.7.1 Public Involvement 

 

In order to construct the new access off of SR 821, a Washington State Department of 

Transportation (WSDOT) access permit will be required.  Communication with WSDOT 

has occurred with WSDOT being supportive of the proposed new access.  The proposed 

access road, as designed, has been reviewed by WSDOT, and has met their approval. 

 

NHPA Section 106 consultations for this project were initiated on April 1, 2013; letters 

were sent to the Washington State Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 

(DAHP) and the Yakama Indian Nation. The DAHP concurred with the area of potential 

effect (APE), as defined. On June 6, 2013 the results of the Class III cultural resources 

survey were shared with both of these parties, along with a determination of “no effect” 

to Historic Properties. 

 

1.7.2 Issues 

 

 Historical Access Roads 

 

There exist some issues concurrent with the use of the historic access roads.  This access 

was used for many years prior to the resurvey in 1996, as far back as 1950 and earlier. 

The west access road, now permanently blocked, constituted the primary historical access 

point to the Maughan et al. LLC property.  This access is now congested with traffic to 

the BLM Umtanum recreation area, especially during peak days in the summer.  Opening 

it to additional traffic would cause additional congestion and safety concerns. 

 

The east access road is situated at the extreme east end of the property.  The eastern 

access has a BLM locked gate, but is periodically authorized for use by Maughan et al. 

LLC through a BLM letter of authorization, and by the private land lessee, with a valid 

BLM Special Recreation Permit. 

 

This road has not been improved and is rutted and narrow.  Vehicles are unable to pass 

each other without disturbing the nearby ground.  The rough condition of the road where 

it connects to SR821can make entering or exiting the highway difficult for many 

vehicles.  There is also a concern with the visibility of oncoming traffic at this location.   

 

Environmental  

 

Development of the right-of-way will cause some loss of vegetation and habitat.  

However, the size of the right-of-way is small and in an area with previous disturbance.  

 

2.0 Alternatives 

 

2.1 Alternative A - 20’ wide gravel road (Proposed Action) 
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This alternative would be to issue a right-of-way grant to Maughan et al. LLC for 

construction of an access driveway to their parcels.  The portion affecting BLM would be 

a 40 ft wide right-of-way to include a gravel road having a driven surface 20 ft wide with 

an additional shoulder, and a length of approximately 170 ft.  The total area of the right-

of-way would be approximately 0.156 acres.  The 170 ft. access road would be 

constructed across currently undeveloped land sparsely populated with sagebrush.   

 

Per WSDOT, the new road must be at least 330’ away from the highway entrance of 

BLM’s Umtanum Recreation Site road.  Due to WSDOT turning radius requirements, a 

30 ft wide driven surface at the junction of the access road with SR821 is necessary.  To 

accommodate this, a 40 ft wide right-of-way is necessary.  Within a distance of 24 ft 

south from the junction  with SR821 the access road will transition down to a 20 ft wide 

driven surface and continue at that width south across the remainder of the right-of-way 

across BLM to the border of the private property.  An additional shoulder width of 1 ft on 

each side of the access road (Kittitas County minimum) would be permissible. 

 

The access road will require approximately 622 cubic yards (cy) of compacted ballast, 68 

cy of a 4” layer of 1-1/4” minus CSBC, 34 cy of a 2” layer of compacted 5/8” minus 

CSTC.  The apron where the access road connects to the highway will be paved from the 

edge of the highway to the edge of the corresponding WSDOT right-of-way and require 

approximately 26 tons of 0.2” compacted asphalt. 

 

As part of BLM’s ROW, Maughan et al. LLC would be allowed to use the access to 

continue the historic uses of the property including access to and from the river and 

camping and hosting individuals and groups for overnight and day use.  A gate would be 

required on the access road which would remain locked when the property is not 

monitored or in use.   

 

The east access road would also be permanently closed.   

 

2.2 Alternative B (No Action) 

 

Under this alternative the BLM would reject the proposed right-of-way and the owner 

would continue to access the private land through a BLM Special Recreation Permit or 

Letter of Authorization.  

 

3.0 Affected Environment and Environmental Effects 

 

3.1 Vegetation Resources 

 

3.1.1 Affected Environment 

 

A botanical survey of the BLM portion of this project area was conducted by Ed Sewall 

of Sewall Wetland Consulting, a certified biologist with over 24 years of professional 

experience, on April 18, 2013.  No federally listed Threatened, Endangered, or Proposed 

plant species were expected in the project area, and none were found during the field 
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survey.  All of the potential federally listed species are either not known or anticipated to 

occur in this part of the state, or are associated with wetland or riparian areas.  There is no 

wetland or riparian habitat on the BLM portion of the project. 

 

The site is comprised of a relatively disturbed shrub steppe area between a campground 

and a State Highway which is vegetated with a mix of big sagebrush (Artemesia 

tridentata), rabbitbrush (Chrysothamnus spp.), and a monotypic cover of invasive 

cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum).  Other species noted were tumble mustard, cats ear 

(Hypochaeris radicata), balsamroot (Balsamorhiza sagittata), and near the southwest 

corner of the project area where there is a scattering of basalt boulders and small clumps 

of prickly pear cactus (Opuntia fragilis).   

 

Tire ruts as well as a large excavated pit area also present in this area. 

 

All potential BLM designated Sensitive and Strategic plant species known to occur in 

Kittitas County were specifically searched for.  In addition, the surveyor looked for all 

BLM designated Sensitive and Strategic plant species for Washington (BLM list dated 

11-15-2011).  No federally listed, proposed, or BLM Sensitive or Strategic plant species 

were found during this survey.  It was determined that no additional plant surveys were 

needed for completion of the environmental assessment for this project. 

 

3.1.2 Environmental Effects from Alternative A (Proposed Action) 

 

Approval of the project would result in removal of vegetation in the area of the proposed 

access road.  The proposal would formalize access to the Maughan property and limit all 

access to this road, thereby reducing the access issues associated with the two other 

access roads.    

 

Since no sensitive or listed plants were observed during project area surveys, the 

proposed project would have no effect on any federally listed plant species. 

 

3.1.3 Environmental Effects from Alternative B (No Action) 

 

Under Alternative B, the BLM would reject the proposed right-of-way and it would not 

be constructed, therefore Alternative B is expected to have no effect on any federally 

listed plant species.   

 

3.2 Wildlife Resources 

 

3.2.1 Affected Environment 

 

The project site is located within a shrub steppe environment in close proximity to the 

riparian corridor along the Yakima River.  The area around the proposed project is 

crossed with both gravel and paved roads.  The close proximity to SR821 as well as the 

busy campground next door degrades the habitat value of the site.  The area is utilized by 

typical shrub steppe species.  Evidence of wildlife observed in the project area includes 



 

 

 

 

pocket gopher burrows (Thomomys bottae), ravens (Corvus corax), common crow 

(Corvus brachyrhynchos), mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus), and coyote (Canis latrans) 

tracks.  Big-horn sheep (Ovis canadensis) are commonly seen along the canyon walls, 

although the project site is not frequently utilized habitat for these species.   

 

No federally listed wildlife species are known or expected to occur in the area, and none 

were observed on or near the site.  Gray wolf (Canis lupis) is a wide ranging species that 

can utilize a wide variety of habitats; individuals or small groups could pass through the 

area during dispersal, but would be unlikely to establish residency in the area due to lack 

of concentrated prey species and proximity to human development. 

 

Greater sage-grouse (Centrocercus urophasianus) is a Federal Candidate for Endangered 

Species Act listing, and the area occurs within the Priority Area for Conservation for the 

Yakima Training Center (YTC) population of sage-grouse as designated by U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service Conservation Objectives Team Report (USFWS 2012).  However, the 

nearest lek is on the YTC approximately 18 kilometers to the southeast, across SR821 

and Interstate 82, and the steep canyon walls and cliffs and proximity to human 

disturbance make the area unlikely to be used by sage-grouse. 

 

A review of the WDFW Priority Habitats and Species system and BLM GEOBOB 

system lists observations of twelve species within 1.5 miles of the project area (Table 1).  

A special search was made for any evidence of night snakes and ring-necked snakes, 

however, no evidence of these species was observed.  No skins, tracks or suitable cover 

was found on the site.  A review of the road along the site was also made to observe any 

road killed snakes and none were observed.   

 

Table 1.  WDFW PHS and BLM GEOBOB species occurrences within 1.5 miles of 

project area. 

Common Name Scientific Name Federal Status State Status 

Greater sage-grouse Centrocercus Candidate Threatened 

urophasianus 

Golden eagle Aquila chrysaetos None Candidate 

Prairie falcon Falco mexicanus None None 

Night snake Hypsiglena torquata None None 

Ring-neck snake Diadophis punctatus None None 

Southern alligator lizard Elgaria multicarinata None None 

Short-horned lizard Phrynosoma None None 

hernandesi 

Fringed myotis Myotis thysanodes None None 

Western small-footed myotis Myotis ciliolabrum None None 

Red bat Lasiurus blossevillii None None 

Pallid bat Antrozous pallidus Sensitive None 

Western gray squirrel Sciurus griseus Species of Threatened 

Concern 
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3.2.2 Environmental effects from Alternative A (Proposed Action) 

 

The proposed action would have no effect on listed species due to lack of species 

occurrence and/or suitable habitat in the project area.   The proposed action would impact 

other wildlife present through ground disturbance and the increased noise associated with 

construction.  Construction of the right-of-way would have the potential for mortality for 

ground dwelling species and displacement is likely to occur.  Some displacement would 

be permanent due to the construction of the right-of-way, while displacement due to noise 

would be temporary.   

 

The right-of-way is in an area of the canyon which experiences heavy vehicular traffic, 

and foot traffic through the area is common as well, degrading the habitat value of the 

affected land.  Given the small size of the right-of-way and the present condition of the 

habitat, mortality and displacement would be minimal.   

 

Upon the completion of construction further disturbance would be limited to the noise 

that would accompany its use.  Noise incident to the normal use of the right-of-way 

would be minimal compared to the noise already present from the adjacent highway. 

 

3.2.3 Environmental effects from Alternative B (No Action) 

 

No new impacts to wildlife resources would occur as the existing situation would 

continue. 

 

3.2.4 Cumulative Effects 

 

As noted in sections 3.2.2 and 3.2.3 above, no cumulative impacts to any state or 

federally listed species will occur from the proposed action or the no action.  The effects 

described above for Alternatives A and B would contribute to other projects that create 

noise and activity disturbance and habitat fragmentation, proportionately with the scale of 

disturbance described in the Alternatives and Environmental Effects descriptions.  The 

contribution of the proposed action or alternative to cumulative effects is negligible, and 

would not cross any thresholds of significance.  De-commissioning of the current access 

road would help offset the cumulative effects of fragmentation associated with 

implementing new road construction.   

 

3.3 Cultural Resources 

 

3.3.1 Affected Environment and Brief Historical Overview 

The Umtanum project area is within the traditional territory of the Kittitas band of 

Indians which presently holds constituent membership in the Confederated Tribes and 

Bands of the Yakama Nation. Published historical and ethnographic information 

pertaining to the Kittitas is sparse. It is generally held that prior to Euro-American 

settlement in the region, the Kittitas and neighboring tribes participated in a seasonal 

settlement and subsistence pattern described as the winter village settlement pattern (Ray 
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1933). Settlement distributions were primarily a function of seasonally available 

resources. Center-place in this model is a semi-permanent winter village or core village 

that was typically occupied for several months of the year. One such village was Síla, 

located a few miles south of Umtanum along the river. Shorter-term camps were 

established where resources such as game, fish and root or plant crops could be acquired 

and processed. Other culturally significant localities such as vision quest and ceremonial 

sites could be located throughout tribal territories (Boreson 1998; Schuster 1998). 

Archaeological surveys and investigations in the Yakima River Canyon provide solid 

evidence that the canyon was occupied in pre-contact (prehistoric) times. Some of the 

archaeological sites, listed on the State Register of Historic Places, represent historically 

significant cultural occupations and are eligible for listing in the National Register of 

Historic Places (WISAARD 2013). 

 

Early histories of Euro-American influence on the mid-Columbia Plateau chronicle that 

Lewis and Clark were the first Euro-Americans to enter the region when they reached 

the confluence of the Yakima and Columbia Rivers in 1805. Within a few decades, 

railroads were built and settlers, farmers, traders and trappers had migrated to all parts of 

the Plateau where competition for resources and land placed enormous stresses on native 

tribes. Conflicts between the Plateau tribes and Euro-Americans escalated in scope and 

frequency and resolutions to these armed struggles were ultimately sought through treaty 

negotiations. In 1855, such an event took place at Camp Stevens where the US 

Government, the Yakamas and affiliated tribal delegates agreed to conditions described 

in the 1855 Treaty. The Yakamas and confederated tribes ceded 12 million acres of 

traditional lands, including those in the Yakima River Canyon, to the US Government. 

In return, the Fort Simcoe Reservation was established for the sole use of the tribes who 

retained the right to hunt, fish, and gather on ceded lands. 

 

In the years that followed, the Yakima River Canyon was settled and homesteaded; 

General Land Office (GLO) records show that the Northern Pacific Railroad was 

constructed through the canyon in 1885 and a US Post Office was established at the 

mouth of Umtanum Creek (1906-1911) as was a local schoolhouse (Flenniken & 

Troutman 2013). 

Given the rich and long history of human activity and occupation in the Yakima River 

Canyon, it was considered necessary to conduct an archaeological survey of the right-of-

way project area (APE). Lithic Analysts, Inc. conducted a pedestrian survey of the APE 

on Tuesday, May 14, 2013. The field work included multiple, 2 – 4 meter transects.  

Three shovel test probes (STPs) were excavated.  All STPs were negative for cultural 

resources. The survey was negative for archaeological remains.  Lithic Analysts 

recommended a determination of “no Historic Properties affected” for this project.   

3.3.2 Environmental Affects from All Alternatives 

 

The cultural resources survey completed by Lithic Analysts, Inc. concluded that no 

Historic Properties exist within the APE and thus, no Historic Properties would be 
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affected by any of the right-of-way alternatives examined herein. The DAHP concurred, 

in writing, with the determination of “no effect” on June 11, 2013. 

 

3.4 Recreation 

 

3.4.1  Affected Environment 

 

The private Maughan LLC land is currently accessed by a road at the east end of the 

BLM property.  This eastern access has a BLM locked gate but is periodically authorized 

for use by Maughan et al. LLC with a BLM letter of authorization, and by the private 

land lessee, with a valid BLM Special Recreation Permit. 

 

Due to the heavy public use of the Yakima Canyon, Maughan et al. LLC found it 

necessary to monitor the use of its property.  The public often ignored no trespassing 

signs and walked onto the private property, sometimes from the adjacent BLM recreation 

site.  Additionally, persons who accessed the private property sometimes used the BLM 

facilities next door without paying any fees to do so.   

 

During the summer, Maughan et al. LLC leases its property out to a private business 

which rents tubes to individuals wishing to float down the river.  This business also has a 

valid SRP with BLM to cross public land to access the Maughan LLC property.  Limited 

camping is also allowed for clients of that business who are allowed to camp wherever 

they choose on the private land.  Most choose to camp close to the river.  Several portable 

toilets are maintained onsite as well as a dumpster.  Clients are able to navigate the 

property using a network of dirt roads.   

 

The tubing business is required to instruct patrons to use only those temporary facilities 

located on private land and not use the public facilities on the BLM property next to it.  

The business also attempts to limit the trespass from the BLM recreation area onto 

private property.  This is accomplished with varying degrees of success as trespass both 

directions still occurs. 

 

3.4.2 Environmental Effects from Alternative A (Proposed Action) 

 

A centralized access road would allow for more convenient access to all of the private 

property, with a shorter access road.  Additionally, it would provide for safer access to 

the property than is possible using the current east access road.  It also avoids all of the 

congestion and high use issues that would accompany re-opening the west access road.   

 

Maughan et al. LLC would be allowed to use the new access to continue the historic uses 

of the property, including access to and from the river, camping and hosting individuals 

and groups for overnight and day use.  A gate would be required on the access road 

which would remain locked when the property is not monitored or in use.  Maughan et al. 

LLC would be able to more effectively monitor the property with improved access and 

use, limiting trespass to and from public lands.  
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3.4.3  Environmental Effects from Alternative B (No Action) 

 

A decision of No Action would result in the continuation of the present situation. 

 

3.4.4  Cumulative Effects 

 

An additional access road would have a minor effect on the recreational use of the area.   

Closing the East access road will offset some of that impact.  Instead of entering private 

property on the East side and driving its entire breadth, patrons would enter near the 

middle of the property and have a shorter drive to access the river, reducing dust.  The 

proposed access road would improve safety for those driving onto and off of SR821.  

Formal access would allow Maughan et al. LLC to improve management of the private 

property and reduce the potential impact of its patrons on the BLM facilities to the west. 

 

4.0 Consultation and Coordination 

 

National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) Section 106 consultations for this project 

were initiated on April 1, 2013; letters were sent to the Washington State Department of 

Archaeology & Historic Preservation (DAHP) and the Yakama Indian Nation. The 

DAHP concurred with the area of potential effect (APE), as defined. On June 6, 2013 the 

results of the Class III cultural resources survey were shared with both of these parties, 

along with a determination of “no effect” to Historic Properties. The DAHP concurred 

with this determination of no effect on June 11, 2013. The Yakama Nation responded on 

June 19, 2013, requesting that professional archaeological monitoring take place for any 

ground disturbing activities associated with the right-of-way access; a monitoring report 

would summarize these efforts and copies, when available, would be shared with the 

DAHP and with the Yakama Nation cultural resources program. 

 

The WSDOT has been consulted and a permit from WSDOT will be required.  In 

addition, a grading permit from Kittitas County will be required.   

 

5.0 Mitigation Measures 

 

To protect any undiscovered subsurface cultural resources, a professional archaeologist 

will monitor ground disturbing activities associated with the construction of the access 

road and prepare a monitoring report. 

 

6.0  List of Preparers 

 

Nathan Maughan  

22591 RD M SW 

Mattawa, WA 99349 

 

Edgar K. Sewall III, Principal, Professional Wetland Scientist #212 

Sewall Wetland Consulting, Inc. Founded: 2004 

27641 Covington Way SE #2 
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Covington, WA 98042 

 

In coordination with the staff of the BLM Wenatchee Field Office 
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Appendix A: Project Area Photos 

 

 

 

 
Above: Looking south from SR821 across project area. 

Below:  Looking west across project area. 

 



 

 

 

 

Maughan et al. LLC Road Right-of-Way EA OR-134-2013-0016  16 

 

 

 
Above: Looking north across project site from Kittitas County Parcel #9557777 
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Appendix B: Project Area Maps 
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Wenatchee Field Office 

915 North Walla Walla Avenue 

Wenatchee, Washington 98801 

 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT  

for the Maughan et al. LLC Road Right-of-way Environmental Assessment 

DOI-BLM-OR-134-2013-0016-EA  

WAOR 67571 

 

 

Background Information  
This Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) addresses the proposed action in an 

environmental assessment (EA) DOI-BLM-OR-134-2013-0016-EA prepared by Mr. 

Nathan Maughan and Mr. Edgar K. Sewall III of Sewall Wetland Consulting, Inc. titled, 

“Environmental Assessment for Maughan et al LLC Road Right-of-way”.  The Bureau of 

Land Management (BLM) cooperated in the preparation of this EA. 

 

The proposed action, as described under Alternative A in EA BLM-OR-134-2013-0016, 

is to authorize an approximately 40 foot wide by 170 foot  long access road to two 

landlocked parcels: 12.14 acre private parcel known as Kittitas County Parcel #955777, 

and a 10 acre private parcel known as Kittitas County Parcel #814533.  Both owned by 

the applicant.  The proposed right-of-way would allow an access road to be constructed 

from SR 821, to the south across BLM property to access the currently landlocked 

parcels.  All of the land between SR821 and these parcels is managed by the BLM.  The 

BLM-administered land is described as a portion of the SE¼SW¼ of Sec. 20, T16N, 

R19E, Willamette Meridian. 

 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
Based on the effects discussed in the EA, I have determined that the Proposed Action 

(Alternative A) is not a major federal action which would significantly affect the quality 

of the human environment, individually or cumulatively with other actions in the general 

area.  None of the environmental effects identified meet the definition of significance in 

context or intensity as defined in 40 CFR §1508.27.  Therefore, an environmental impact 

statement is not necessary and will not be prepared.  This finding is based on the 

following: 

 

1.  Beneficial, adverse, direct, indirect, and cumulative environmental impacts 

discussed in the EA have been disclosed.  The physical and biological effects are 

limited to the site of the proposed action and adjacent lands.  Formalizing access to 

the Maughan property would reduce the access issues associated with the two 

unauthorized access routes.  

 

2.  Public health and safety would not be adversely impacted.  The proposed access 

road would improve safety for drivers entering and exiting SR821. 
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3.  There would be no adverse impacts to wetlands, floodplains, areas with unique 

characteristics or ecologically critical areas.  No wetlands, areas with unique 

characteristics, or ecological critical areas are located within or adjacent to the project 

area. 

 

4.  There are no highly controversial effects on the environment.  The analysis, as 

documented in the EA, did not discern any controversial environmental effects on the 

environment associated with this alternative. 

 

5. There are no known effects that are highly uncertain or involve unique or 

unknown risk. Because the proposed road has been designed by a licensed professional 

engineering firm and the road profile and plan is flat, straight, and  less than 200 feet in 

length, there is a high degree of certainty as to the effects and does not involve unique or 

unknown risks. 

 

6.  This alternative does not set a precedent for other projects that may be 

implemented in the future.  Approval of this project will not set a precedent for the 

approval of like projects.      

 

7.  This alternative is not related to any other existing or anticipated actions with 

cumulatively significant impacts.  No related projects or BLM management actions are 

in process, planned or anticipated for the lands in the vicinity of the project. 

 

8.  Based on recent cultural resource surveys, no adverse impacts to cultural 

resources were identified or anticipated.  As documented in the EA, no cultural 

resources have been identified within the Area of Potential Effect for the project.  

 

9.  No adverse impacts to any threatened or endangered species or habitat 

determined to be critical under the Endangered Species Act were identified.  No 

habitat for federally threatened or endangered wildlife or plant species would be impacted 

by the proposed action.   

 

10.  This alternative is in compliance with relevant Federal, State and local laws; 

and regulations and requirements for the protection of the environment. The project 

is compliant with all relevant environmental laws, regulations and requirements. 

 

  

 

/S/ Linda Coates-Markle     09/18/2013 

     

Linda Coates-Markle      Date 

Field Manager 
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