
Decision Record and Rationale for 

Spokane District Weed Treatment Contract EA 


(EA# OR130-FY09-0002) 


Decision 
It is my decision to implement Alternative 1 (Proposed Action) described and analyzed in 
Environmental Assessment (EA) OR130-FY09-0002), except that traditional use areas identified 
through consultation with the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation are removed from 
the areas identified for treatment in Appendix A of the EA. As described in the proposed action, 
a contractor will be hired to treat noxious weeds using herbicides on specified BLM lands . 

A Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) has been completed that indicates the action has 
been analyzed in an EA and found to have no significant impacts, thus an EIS is not required. 

A public comment period yielded a single comment from the Confederated Tribes of The 
Colville Reservation expressing concerns regarding the proposed action. The Tribe expressed 
concerns about the use of herbicides in areas traditionally used for the gathering of root crops 
and berries. In response to the comment the BLM provided additional information to the Tribe.  
As a result, one of the areas of concern was found to be no longer of interest. The other area of 
concern will not be treated under the proposed contract. This removal action was accepted as 
adequate mitigation. 

Rationale for the Decision 
Implementing the proposed action will facilitate the objectives identified within the Purpose and 
Needs section of the EA. Noxious weeds will be reduced or controlled to help protect water 
resources and desirable upland plant communities. This action is in compliance with the 
Programmatic EIS, Vegetation Treatment Using Herbicides on BLM Lands in 17 Western States, 
(2007) which identifies management and control of vegetation on public lands for resource and 
habitat enhancement is an important function of the BLM.  This action will also help fulfill 
BLM’s obligation to cooperate with County Weed Boards to control noxious weeds in specific 
areas. 

Administrative Appeal 
Any person who is adversely affected by this decision and who feels it is incorrect may appeal to 
the Interior Bard of Land Appeals in accordance with Federal Regulations (43 CFR Part 4).  A 
person who wishes to appeal must file a written notice with the Border Field Office, within 30 
days after the date this decision is made available on the internet at 
www.blm.gov/or/districts/spokane.  Notices of appeal must be mailed or delivered to: 

District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
1103 N. Fancher Rd. 
Spokane Valley, WA 99212 
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Within 30 days after filing a notice of appeal, the appellant must file a complete statement of 
reasons why they are appealing with: 

US Department of the Interior 
Office of Hearings and Appeals 
Interior Board of Land Appeals 
801 N. Quincy Street, MS 300-QC 
Arlington, VA 22203 

If a statement of reasons is included with the notice of appeal, then no additional statement is 
necessary. 

If a person wishes to file a petition for stay of the effectiveness of this decision during the time 
that their appeal is being reviewed by the Interior Board of Land Appeals, the petition for a stay 
must accompany the notice of appeal and be based on the following standards: 

(1) the relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied 
(2) the likelihood of the appellant’s success on the merits 
(3) the likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted 
(4) whether the public interest favors granting the stay 

/s/ Robert B. Towne 5/8/09 
___________________ 
Robert B. Towne 
District Manager 

_____________ 
Date 
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