
WHY IS THE NEW TRANSMISSION LINE NEEDED? 

Vantage to Pomona Heights        
230 kV Transmission Line Project 

Pacific Power transmission system planning studies have determined that the loss of the existing 
Pomona-Wanapum line during peak loading conditions would result in the overload of other transmis
sion lines, potentially resulting in significant service interruptions in the Yakima Valley. 

The last transmission line built by Pacific Power to serve electrical loads in the Yakima Valley was the 
Pomona-Wanapum 230kV transmission line constructed in the mid-1970’s. 

The new line will: 

• 	 Provide a necessary additional path to ensure that reliable service is maintained to the Yakima Valley in

     the event of the loss of one of the existing lines. 

• 	 Improve reliability by integrating an additional transmission line into the regional transmission system. 


• 	 Reduce future risks and ease current bottlenecks in the transmission network to ensure reliable, 
     efficient, coordinated electrical service. Separating the new line from existing transmission corridors 
     adds to the reliability and security of the overall electrical grid by increasing the options for routing
     power in the event of a line outage and reducing the possibility of multiple line outages due to a  
     single event, and meets/complies with federal reliability standards. 

• 	 Provide a strong and integrated transmission grid to better serve the needs of customers for reliable
    delivery of electricity, and to meet future energy demand growth in the region and the state. 

• 	 Support local community economic development by ensuring access to a stable electricity supply into

     the future. 


