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OUTSTANDING REMARKABLE VALUES (ORV) 
CRITERIA AND REGIONS OF COMPARISON 

BLM SPOKANE DISTRICT OFFICE 

 
 

  What are Outstandingly Remarkable Values? 
 

 
The determination of whether a river area contains “outstandingly remarkable” values is a professional 
judgment and is documented in the eligibility report. In order to be considered as outstandingly 
remarkable, a river-related value must be a unique, rare, or exemplary feature that is significant at a 
comparative regional or national scale (region of comparison). Values are scenic, recreational, 
geological, fish related, wildlife related, historic, cultural, botanical, hydrological, paleontological, 
scientific, or other values. While the spectrum of resources that may be considered is broad, all values 
should be directly river related. 
 
 

  What are Eligibility Criteria and Regions of Comparison for Each ORV? 
 

 

Scenic ORV: 

Criteria – The landscape elements of landform, vegetation, water, color, and related factors must result in 
notable or exemplary visual features and/or attractions within the geographic region.  Most Visual Resource 
Management (VRM) system Class I and Class II lands should automatically be considered. If the lands 
adjacent to a potential segment have not been classified for visual resources, a VRM form can be 
completed for the area along the potential segment. As development increases, the public has become 
more sensitive to experiencing scenic and natural values. Books that describe the area and outfitter 
brochures can be used to provide documentation of scenic ORVs. 

Region of Comparison - The region of comparison is the State of Washington and within VRM Classes I 

and II. 

 

Recreational ORV: 

Criteria – Recreational opportunities are or have the potential to be unusual enough to attract visitors to 
the geographic region.  Visitors are willing to travel long distances to use the river resources for 
recreational opportunities.  Examples of recreational ORVs that should be considered include 
nonmotorized boating, fishing, geocaching, panning for gold, travel on a tourist rail route (the existence of 
which is based on the stream), sightseeing, traveling a scenic byway (for which scenic values are based 
on the stream), and camping, hiking, and biking in areas that are present as a result of the stream. 
Fisheries are often considered a recreational value rather than a fish ORV. 

Region of Comparison - The region of comparison is people’s willingness to travel long distances to 
access and recreate on a particular segment (e.g., from the Puget Sound area or Spokane and 
throughout the US). 

 

Geologic ORV: 

Criteria – The river or the area within the river corridor contains example(s) of a geologic feature, 
process, or phenomenon that is rare, unusual, or unique to the geographic region.  The feature(s) may be 
in an unusually active stage of development, represent a textbook example, or represent a unique or rare 
combination of geologic features (erosional, volcanic, glacial, or other geologic structures). Examples of 
geologic ORVs include unique exposures, karst resources, and underground streams. 

Region of Comparison - The region of comparison is areas of state or regional geologic importance. 

What are Outstandingly Remarkable Values (OR 
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Fish ORV: 

Criteria – Fish values may be judged on the relative merits of either fish populations or habitat, or a 
combination of these river-related conditions.  Examples of potential fish ORVs include species identified 
as federally listed, state listed, BLM sensitive, or Washington Natural Heritage Program sensitive species. 
Interconnected ecological fish systems, areas with the best example of a fish type, and areas with critical 
spawning and rearing habitat are potential fish ORVs. 

Region of Comparison - The region of comparison is based on each species. 

 

Wildlife ORV: 

Criteria – Wildlife values may be judged on the relative merits of either wildlife populations or habitat, or a 
combination of these conditions.  Examples of potential wildlife ORVs include species identified as 
federally listed, state listed, BLM sensitive, or Washington Natural Heritage Program sensitive species.  

Region of Comparison - The region of comparison is based on each species and the state threatened, 

endangered, and sensitive species lists. 

 

Cultural ORV: 

Criteria – The river or area within the river corridor contains a site(s) where there is evidence of occupation 
or use by Native Americans.  Sites must be rare, have unusual characteristics, or exceptional human 
interest value(s).  Sites may have national or regional importance for interpreting prehistory; may be rare; 
may represent an area where culture or a cultural area was first identified and described; may have been 
used concurrently by two or more cultural groups; or may have been used by cultural groups for rare or 
sacred purposes. The National Register of Historic Places does not provide an adequate list of cultural 
ORVs because BLM lands generally have not been widely inventoried. Cultural sites are often found along 
intermittent or ephemeral streams. 

Region of Comparison - The region of comparison includes regional sites that would be eligible for the 

National Register of Historic Places. 

 

Historic ORV: 

Criteria – The river or area within the river corridor contains a site(s) or feature(s) associated with a 
significant event, an important person, or a cultural activity of the past that was rare or unusual in the 
region. Areas that may potentially have historic ORVs include sites listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places or the Washington Historic Register.  

Region of Comparison - A multi-level region of comparison includes Washington and the region east of 

the Cascade Mountains. 

 

Other (botanical, hydrological, ecological, paleontological, etc.): 

Criteria - These will depend upon the specific “other value.” These can include fossils exposed by a 
stream, a rare plant community, riparian plant communities, and such hydrologic and ground water 
systems as springs, hot springs, and underground rivers. 

Region of Comparison - This will depend upon the specific “other value.” 


