
Community Character of the San Juan Human Resource Unit 

The Spokane Field Office contracted James Kent Associates (JKA) to collect information on communities 

in the planning area.  They collected information within Human Resource Units (HRU) which are roughly 

equivalent in size to a county but seldom correspond to county boundaries. HRU boundaries are derived 

by JKA from seven cultural descriptors and by self-reporting of residents living in these areas. The 

Cultural Descriptors are Settlement Patterns, Publics, Networks, Support Services, Work Routines, 

Recreation Activities and Natural and Human caused Features of the Landscape. This document presents 

a synopsis of the information collected by JKA for the San Juan HRU.  More detail can be found at the 

RMP website where the full JKA report is posted. 

Residents in the San Juan HRU described loving their island and their community, and the values of 

knowing neighbors, taking care of each other, and a sense of fun living because “we’re all in it together.” 

Lopez Island is known as the most rural and agricultural of the major islands. It has a slow pace of life 

which residents value. Numerous references were made about the bustle of Friday Harbor as if to 

underscore the quiet life.  

Some visitors and many newcomers are related to residents on the islands. Other people come for the 

beauty, but other factors become important. One person said, “People come for the beauty, but they 

stay for the community.” This quote reflects the long-held pull of the islands and the strong 

communities that make them up.  However, staying on the islands has proven difficult for many. 

Displacement of people from the island has always occurred, local people said. People simply cannot 

afford to live here. Today, the perception is that locals are dying out, young people leave, and over time, 

the island gets wealthier and wealthier. 

Community Concerns related to BLM 

Citizens frequently expressed a high sense of value of BLM lands but also noted a low awareness of 

BLM such as its location or what it was.  Many also expressed concern with future development of BLM 

in order to protect natural and cultural resources on BLM.  Specific locations mentioned included 

Iceberg and Colville Points – where access and parking issues exist.  Also a desire for trails and better 

access at Chadwick Hill was mentioned.  Invasive weed concerns and recreation conflicts with adjacent 

farms were mentioned in reference to Cattle Point on San Juan Island.  In addition, future use and 

infrastructure improvements were noted of concern at the Turn Point Lighthouse Site, Stuart Island and 

Patos Island. 

Are there other concerns related to BLM in your area? 


