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San Juan Islands Welcome Veteran Firefighters 

Lopez Island, WA – The San Juan Islands are welcoming a different type of summer visitor this 

weekend: military veterans training to fight wildfires. 

Approximately 40 veterans are participating in a three-day training on Lopez Island this weekend to 

receive wildland firefighter certification.  

The training is being offered through a new partnership between the Bureau of Land Management 

(BLM) and Team Rubicon, an international nonprofit disaster response group which combines the 

skills and experience of military veterans with first responders.  

“Because of their military training and experience, veterans bring a remarkable skill set to the wildland 

firefighting community,” said Chuck Russell, BLM fire management officer and partnership 

coordinator. “It’s an honor for the BLM to provide our veterans these opportunities to continue serving 

and protecting our country.”  

Hosted by the Lopez School District, Lopez Fire Department, and BLM’s San Juan Islands National 

Monument, the training will provide the required instruction and field experience for the Team 

Rubicon veterans to receive their Type II firefighter certification, making them eligible to be 

dispatched to national wildfire incidents and also qualified to apply for permanent firefighting jobs.   

Wildfires have burned over 3.1 million acres this fire season, according to the National Interagency 

Fire Center, including 2.4 million acres in Alaska.  

To learn more about Team Rubicon, visit www.teamrubiconusa.org 

For more information on the San Juan Islands National Monument, visit 

www.blm.gov/SanJuanIslandsNM 
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The BLM manages more than 245 million acres of public land, the most of any Federal agency. This land, 

known as the National System of Public Lands, is primarily located in 12 Western states, including Alaska. 

The BLM also administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the nation. The BLM's 

mission is to manage and conserve the public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future 

generations under our mandate of multiple-use and sustained yield. In Fiscal Year 2014, the BLM generated 

$5.2 billion in receipts from public lands. 

 

 
Team Rubicon veteran firefighters on a fire assignment in Alaska, June 2015 

 

 


