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As the Nation’s principal conservation agency, the Department of Interior has responsibility for most 
of our nationally owned public lands and natural resources.  This includes fostering economic use 
of our land and water resources, protecting our fish and wildlife, preserving the environmental and 
cultural values of our national parks and historical places, and providing for the enjoyment of life 
through outdoor recreation.  The Department assesses our energy and mineral resources and works 
to assure that their development is in the best interest of all people.  The Department also has a major 
responsibility for American Indian reservation communities and for people who live in Island Territories 
under U.S. administration.
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Dear Citizen:

Project Update provides current information about projects planned on the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) 
Salem District lands. It is our intent to increase the public’s awareness of BLM issues, activities and opportunities, 
as well as generating ideas and comments from those who may be affected by our multiple-use management 
programs. Your ideas, comments, and participation help us make informed decisions and implement better 
projects.

Project Update is organized by resource area and within each resource area by type of project. Additional 
information can be obtained from the BLM staff listed as contacts. Please send written comments, including the 
specific project name, to the appropriate address listed below during the identified public comment period.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Bureau of Land Management Bureau of Land Management
Salem District Office Tillamook Resource Area
1717 Fabry Rd. SE 4610 Third St.
Salem, OR 97306 Tillamook, OR 97141
(503) 375-5646 (503) 815-1100
OPEN: 7:45 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
Monday - Friday

OPEN: 7:45 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
Monday - Friday

Please contact us if you no longer wish to receive Project Update. A copy of Project Update is available at your 
local public library and is also available at: http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/salem/plans/index.php

Your comments and concerns are welcome and may influence the final decision on these projects.  Thank you for 
your continued interest!

Sincerely,

Salem District Manager

United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Salem District Office
1717 Fabry Road S.E.
Salem, Oregon 97306
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~ Notice ~

On July 16, 2009 the U.S. Department of the Interior, withdrew the Records of Decision (2008 ROD) for the 
Western Oregon Plan Revision and directed the BLM to implement actions in conformance with the resource 
management plans for western Oregon that were in place prior to December 30, 2008.

Since project planning and preparation of National Environmental Policy Act documentation for these projects 
began prior to the effective date of the 2008 ROD, these projects have been designed to comply to the land use 
allocations, management direction, and objectives of the 1995 Salem District resource management plan (1995 
RMP), as amended.

Timber sale projects included in this update are consistent with the Program of Work announced by Interior 
Secretary Salazar and disclosed by the BLM on October 14, 2009.
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Current projects are described in Tables 1 – 4.
Fiscal Year 2010 timber sales are described in Table 5.

Explanatory comments concerning Tables 1-4:
Projects are organized by project type, project name/description, location, planning status, and contact person. 
A project may include the following stages:

Developing Proposed Action -A site-specific proposal, called a proposed action, is developed to move the 
existing condition of an area towards a desired condition or result.

Scoping -Public comment is sought on the proposed action. Comments are used to refine the proposal, or to 
identify issues which will define the scope of analysis and alternatives to be considered.

Developing Alternatives -A range of alternatives is developed based on the issues raised during scoping, while 
addressing the purpose and need for the project.

Analyzing Effects - The effects of implementing the alternative(s) are determined and documented in an EIS 
(Environmental Impact Statement), EA (Environmental Assessment), CX (Categorical Exclusion), or DNA 
(Determination of NEPA Adequacy).

Comment Period - Comments are generally sought for 60 days on a draft EIS, and for 30 days on an EA, and 
FONSI (Finding of No Significant Impact). There are no established comment periods for a CX or DNA. 
Comment periods are established commensurate with the anticipated level of public interest.

Notice of Decisions - Notice of decisions from an EIS and EA will be published in a newspaper in the area 
where the lands affected by the decision are located. They will be sent to those who have requested such 
notices. Notices of decision from an EIS will also be published in the Federal Register. Notice for projects 
which qualify as a CX or DNA will be available for public review at the appropriate field office.

Abbreviations Used in Tables:
AMA	 Adaptive Management Area
AMR	 Adaptive Management Reserve
APU	 Activity Planning Unit
CON	 Connectivity
CX	 Categorical Exclusion
DNA	 Determination of NEPA Adequacy
EA	 Environmental Assessment
ERFO	 Emergency Relief for Federally-Owned Roads
GFMA	 General Forest Management Area
LUA	 Land Use Allocation
LSR	 Late-Successional Reserves
MBF	 Thousand Board Feet
RR	 Riparian Reserves
SBA	 Small Business Administration
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Categorical Exclusions

Certain activities within the BLM’s forestry program have been categorically excluded from preparation of 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) or Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The purpose of a categorical 
exclusion is to eliminate the need for unnecessary paperwork under NEPA. Specifically, Council of 
Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations for the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) at 40 CFR 
§1508.4 state that: 

“’Categorical exclusion’ means a category of actions which do not individually or cumulatively have a 
significant effect on the human environment and which have been found to have no such effect in procedures 
adopted by a Federal agency in implementation of these regulations (Sec. 1507.3) and for which, therefore, 
neither an environmental assessment nor an environmental impact statement is required...Any procedures 
under this section shall provide for extraordinary circumstances in which a normally excluded action may 
have a significant environmental effect.” 

In implementation of the NEPA regulations, the BLM has developed categorical exclusions for certain 
silvicultural activities, such as reforestation, pre-commercial treatments, brush control, sample tree falling, 
and salvage, commercial thinning, and hazardous fuels reduction of limited acres. In developing categorical 
exclusions, the BLM demonstrated through rulemaking procedures how these actions do not typically result 
in significant environmental effects and set forth the methodology and criteria used to define the categories 
of actions. These rulemaking procedures included extensive public involvement and input, and CEQ review, 
regarding appropriate limits on the use of the categorical exclusion to assure that any categorically excluded 
action would remain within the effects of actions covered in the analysis for the rulemaking. 

As such, in deciding whether to proceed with such actions, the BLM will review their particular conditions to 
ensure that no extraordinary circumstances exist, as listed in the Department of the Interior’s NEPA Manual at 
516 DM 2, Appendix 2 that would preclude the use of a categorical exclusion. The Salem District/Field Office 
maintains an on-site NEPA register that lists ongoing actions, and seeks information from the public as to 
whether extraordinary circumstances exist for any of these ongoing actions that are categorically excluded. An 
“extraordinary” circumstance is one that could have significant environmental effects beyond the “ordinary” 
circumstances already described and considered as applicable to the excluded actions in the rulemaking 
procedure. These categorically excluded actions, by regulation, do not require the documentation necessary 
for an EA or EIS. The public was also provided a formal opportunity to participate in the agency’s review and 
approval of these categorically excluded activities. Given this context, the BLM may choose to proceed with 
these actions as part of the ordinary course of business in managing forest land with the posting of a notice of 
decision on the District internet site. This notice would advise the public of the formal administrative review 
process for these individual actions available under 43 CFR §4.450. Depending on circumstances, however, 
the BLM may invoke, by publishing a notice in a local newspaper of record, the administrative review process 
under 43 CFR §5003 for certain individual forest management actions.
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Secure Rural Schools & Community Self Determination Act Request for Proposals

The Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 was reauthorized via Public Law 
(PL) 110-343 through fiscal year 2011 by Congress and was approved by the President.  According to Section 
203 of the Act, “Not later than…and each September 30 thereafter for each succeeding fiscal year…each 
resource advisory committee shall submit to the Secretary concerned a description of any projects that the 
resource advisory committee proposes the Secretary undertake using any project funds reserved by eligible 
counties…..”. 

The Salem District Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) will be reviewing and recommending for funding 
Title II projects in Fiscal Year 2010 for funding in FY 2011. (A federal fiscal year is October 1 through 
September 30th). The Salem District RAC could be voting on projects for a combined total of over $1.5 
million. We will be developing an ambitious schedule to solicit projects, review them for compliance with 
the resource objectives of the act, and have the RAC vote on projects and recommend them for funding to the 
Salem District Manager.

To accomplish this, full project proposals should be submitted to the Salem District Office by April 1, 2010.   
We will then evaluate the projects to ensure that they comply with requirements of the act.  Project application 
forms and a project information sheet can be found on our website at: http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/salem/
rac/index.php.  Projects must meet one or more of the resource objectives identified in Section 2 (C) (i–vii) of 
the Act which may include but are not limited to projects such as:

•	 road, trail, and infrastructure improvement, maintenance or obliteration;
•	 soil productivity improvement;
•	 improvements in forest ecosystem health;
•	 watershed restoration and maintenance;
•	 restoration, maintenance and improvement of wildlife and fish habitat;
•	 control of noxious and exotic weeds; and
•	 reestablishment of native species

Project funds may be used on BLM-administered land and on non-BLM administered land,
where projects would benefit the resources on BLM-administered lands. (Sec. 202).

Those proposals that meet the criteria established in the legislation will be forwarded to the Salem Resource 
Advisory Committee for making the final recommendations on which projects should be approved.  The 
RAC will be meeting in the Salem District Office on June 17, 2010.  The meeting will be open to the public.  
Although projects will be recommended and approved this fiscal year, the funds will not be appropriated until 
early FY 2011 (November, 2010 at the earliest).  Please take this into account when you make your application.   

If you have any questions, please contact Rich Hatfield at 503-375-5682. 
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