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Molalla River/Table Rock 
 

Recreation Area Management Plan
 


Purpose and Need 

The purpose of this effort is to develop a public document that defines and guides 
management of the Molalla River/Table Rock Special Recreation Management 
Area (SRMA) for the next 15 years.  The plan will provide an adaptive framework 
for the conservation, preservation, and enhancement of recreation resources within 
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) administered 11,875 acre planning area.   

An increase in visitor use and the dispersed nature of recreation opportunities 
along the Molalla River have led to undesirable conditions and a decrease in 
quality recreation experiences within the SRMA.  A comprehensive management 
strategy needs to be developed to deal with the impacts being experienced in the 
river corridor, Aquila Vista Environmental Education Site, and the Molalla River 
Shared Use Trail System. Additionally, an update to the existing 22 year old Table 
Rock Wilderness Area Management Plan is needed.  An update will provide 
restructured objectives and a comprehensive set of actions that adequately address 
current management issues.  

Summary 

The preplan analysis outlines a road map for completing a recreation management 
plan for the Molalla River/Table Rock SRMA.  This document outlines project 
objectives, project justification, preliminary issues, existing data, data needs, 
interdisciplinary planning team members, planning schedule, level of public 
involvement, and method of plan preparation. 

Recommended By: 

Zach Jarrett, Planning Team Lead Date 

Approved By: 

  Cindy Enstrom, Cascades Resource Area Manager Date 
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Introduction aand Backgground 

Molaalla River Reecreation Coorridor 

A Maarch 1992 laand exchangee between 
the BBureau of Lannd Managemment and 
Cavaanham Forestt Industries bbrought 
nearlyy 6,000 acrees along the MMolalla 
Riverr into public ownership. The 
exchaange was thee result of loocal 
resideents’ concerrns over dummping, 
consiiderable recrreational actiivity in the 
Molaalla River areea and conceerns of 
liabillity from the private landdowner in 
casess involving thhe public.   

The BBLM ‘s acquuisition led tto the designnation of 17 ddispersed rivverside camppsites, a 24.66 
mile shared use nnon-motorizeed trail systeem, developmment of the AAquila Vistaa 
Envirronmental E ducation Sitte and numerrous other immprovement s. BLM outtreach to the 
local community has led to mmany benefitts derived froom a collaboorative manaagement 
effortt between thhe public andd agency stafff. The resullts have beenn beneficial,, leading to 
approoximately 1, 000 hours off volunteer wwork performmed within tthe Molalla RRiver 
corriddor each yeaar during moonthly trail wwork events, river clean-uups and otheer efforts. 

The MMolalla Riveer watershedd offers manyy recreation opportunitiees for fishingg, mountain 
bike rriding, horseeback riding, hunting, daay-hiking, diispersed cammping, non-mmotorized 
boatinng, picnickinng, recreatioonal shootingg and swimmming. Few rivers in the sstate offer 
such ease of acceess and varieety of recreattional opporttunities in a setting so cllose to a 
majorr urban area. Populationn growth conntinues to in crease visitaation to the aarea. Since 
acquiisition, Oreggon's populattion has incrreased by neaarly 800,0000; Clackama s County 
alonee has added aan additional 90,000 inddividuals.  Yeears of heavyy dispersed uuse have 
resultted in impaccts includingg soil compacction, loss off vegetation,, dumping annd concerns 
over human wastte. 

Tablee Rock Wildderness 

Desiggnated in 1984, the Table Rock Wildderness area protects rouughly 5700 aacres that 
compprise the last contiguous stand of prisstine forest iin the Upperr Molalla draainage.  A 
1987 Managemennt Plan comppleted for thhe TRW outl ined manageement goals,, objectives 
and aactions. Thee plan led to the formal ddesignation oof additionall trail mileagge and two 
new ttrailheads.  AAdjacent to tthe Molalla RRiver Recre ation Corriddor, the TRWW provides 
compplimentary o pportunities for day hikiing, horsebaack riding, naature study aand 
photoography. Usse of the Willderness is reelatively loww, totaling rooughly 1500 visits 
annuaally. 
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Purpose & Need 

The Molalla River/Table Rock Wilderness is a designated Special Recreation 
Management Area (SRMA) under the 2008 Salem District RMP.  The SRMA boundary 
defines the planning area and determines how recreation use will be managed. This 
designation is for planning purposes only and represents a commitment from the BLM to 
provide a higher level of recreation related resources when compared with Extensive 
Recreation Management Areas (ERMA). A lack of comprehensive planning and increase 
in recreational use within the Molalla River/Table Rock SRMA has led to a handful of 
planning issues that need to be addressed. 

The purpose of this effort is to develop a framework that will define recreation 
opportunities for the next 15 years. The decision factors regarding the choice of 
alternatives selected in the final plan will be based on a comprehensive outreach strategy 
to involve the public in key phases of the planning process. Consequently, the planning 
process will integrate public involvement in an iterative manner, including focus groups, 
stakeholder meetings, open houses, and outreach to relevant efforts related to the Molalla 
River. 

The purpose of the Molalla River/Table Rock management plan is to: 

a) Guide the management of recreation use and recreation resources within 
the planning area. Guide the function and design of specific projects 
within the Molalla/Table Rock SRMA. 

b) Identify actions that the BLM would implement to resolve recreation 
management and resource related problems and issues.  

Anticipated Planning Issues and Management Challenges 

The BLM hosted a public open house on October 7th 2008 to identify planning issues. 
The issues that were identified as part of this outreach effort are summarized below and 
will guide the goals and objectives for this planning effort. 

A planning issue is identified as a matter of controversy, dispute, or general concern over 
resource management activities, the environment, or land uses. Planning issues will act as 
a driver for the completion of this planning effort. The preliminary issues identified 
through early public scoping, to be addressed in the management plan are listed below. 
These issues will be further refined as new information becomes available, and when 
future public involvement occurs. 
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Major Issues 

Recreation Management 

•	 How will long term sustainable management be addressed? 
•	 How will Benefits Based Management be applied? For instance, how many and 

what type of recreation management zones will be created under this plan? 
•	 What level of recreational use is appropriate for the SRMA? 
•	 What recreation benefits will be provided as part of this planning effort? 
•	 What type of education, information, and interpretation will be provided to 


visitors? 

•	 How will urban/rural interface issues be managed? 
•	 How will visual resources be managed within the planning area? 
•	 How will dumping and vandalism be addressed in the planning effort? 
•	 How will recreational mining be addressed? 

Recreation Development 

•	 What level of recreational development will occur inside the planning area? 
•	 Will overnight developed camping opportunities be developed within the 
 

planning area? 
 
•	 Will the non-motorized trail system be enhanced as part of this plan? 
•	 How will public access to the river be decided? 
•	 How will Aquila Vista be managed in the future?  What, if any, improvements 

will be made to the site? 

Table Rock Wilderness 

•	 How will the Table Rock Wilderness Management Plan (1987) be updated? 
•	 What changes, if any, will be made to the management of the TRW? 
•	 What changes, if any, improvements or modifications will be made to the TRW 

trail system? 

General Management Goals 

At this Pre-Plan stage of the planning process, the preliminary goals of the plan are: 

•	 Preserve, protect, and manage the Molalla River/Table Rock SRMA for the use 
and enjoyment of present and future generations while preserving and enhancing 
the ecological integrity of the region. 

•	 Adaptively manage the SRMA to enhance the area’s recreational opportunities 
and unique characteristics while recognizing that increased future use will trigger 
the need for increased levels of management.  
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••	 Provide tthe framewoork, goals, annd objectivess to effectiveely manage AAquila Vistaa 
Environmmental Educaation Area. 

••	 Update thhe recreationn componentts of the Tabble Rock Wi lderness Maanagement 
Plan. 

Prelliminary PPlanning Criteria 

The mmanagementt plan will adddress BLMM administereed lands and will be conssistent with 
otherr efforts in thhe region. To address thhe identified issues the pllan will: 

••	 Use a muulti-disciplinnary approach. 

••	 Facilitatee public outrreach throughhout the plannning processs iterativelyy, with 
appropriaate benchmaarks. 

The PPlan will: 

••	 Clearly aarticulate at lleast 3 separrate and distiinct recreatioon experiencce zones 
(River coorridor, Wildderness, Traiil), to addresss the respective goals, nneeds and 
objectivees of each. T his approachh will increaase flexibilityy and be morre responsivve 
to the divversity of reccreational oppportunities, experiencess, and associiated benefit s 
in each zone while mmaintaining aa comprehennsive manageement plan ffor the 
region. 

••	 Adhere too all existingg land use pllanning lawss and regulattions. 

••	 Use a Beenefits Basedd Managemeent (BBM) appproach for the developmment of 
recreationn managemeent objectivees. 

Partticipants inn the Plannning Proccess 

It is eenvisioned thhat the plannning processs 
will bbe an open ccollaborativee process 
wherreby the BLMM will write the plan 
with direct involvvement and//or input fromm 
the foollowing grooups and orgganizations. 

•	 Molallla River Allliance 
•	 Molallla Riverwattch 
•	 Clackkamas Countty 
•	 Oregoon Departmeent of 

Forestry 
•	 Landoowners & local 

commmunity 
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The public’s participation in the planning process will be conducted in an iterative 
manner, including focus groups, stakeholder meetings, open houses, and outreach on 
relevant efforts related to the Sandy River. At key juncture points in the process, the 
public will have an opportunity to provide comments and be given the chance to provide 
input into the final plan. 

Interdisciplinary Team 

CORE PLANNING TEAM (BLM, Cascades Resource Area) 

Team Lead Zach Jarrett 

Recreation Resources Zach Jarrett/Adam Milnor/Wade Judy 
     Traci Meredith/Debra Drake 

Wilderness Zach Jarrett/Adam Milnor/Wade Judy 
     Traci Meredith/Debra Drake 

PLAN REVIEW TEAM (BLM, Cascades Resource Area) 

ACEC/Ecology/Fuels/Soils Barbara Raible 

Botany    Terry Fennell 

Fisheries    Brue Zoellick 

Hydrology    Patrick Hawe 

Wildlife    Jim England 

Silviculture    Alisa  Tanner  

Engineer    Dan Nevin 

GIS     Bruce Ahrendt 
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Formmat and PProcess foor the Plaan 

The pplanning proocess to be used to createe the Molallaa River/Tablle Rock Recrreation Areaa 
Manaagement Plann involves thhe followingg eight steps.. 

Step 1: Determinne Issues andd Concerns too be addresssed in the Plaanning Proceess 

Step 2: Determinne Goals and Objectives 

Step 3: Collect Innventory Datta and Informmation of Exxisting Resource and Soccial 
Condditions 

Step 4: Develop PProposed annd Alternativve Management Actionsm

Step 5: Estimate Effects of AAlternatives 

Step 6: Select Preeferred Alterrnative 

Step 7: Establish a Monitorinng and Evaluuation Plan too Determinee the Effectivveness of 
Manaagement Acttions in Meeeting Objectiives of the S elected Alte rnatives 

Step 8: Implemeent the Manaagement Plann 
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Project Timeline 

The following action items will serve as a timeline for completion of the Molalla 
River/Table Rock Recreation Area Management Plan. It is expected that the 
Environmental Assessment will be released by fall/winter 2009 and the Decision Record 
will be completed by the spring of 2010. This project will use the following plan 
preparation schedule: 

ACTION ITEM TARGET COMPLETION 
 
Public Outreach Phase 1 -
    Public Open Houses identify “Key issues & Concerns” 

October 2008 
(COMPLETED) 

Interdisciplinary Team meeting to discuss data needs/ February 2009 
Draft Project Initiation Letter 

Project Initiation Letter Completed March 2009 

Agency approval of Pre-Plan Analysis & signature March/April 2009 

Collect inventory data and Information of existing resource and May 2009 – July 2009 
social conditions 

Develop Proposed and Alternative management actions July/August 2009 

Write Draft Plan* July –October 2009 

Complete Draft Plan and Environmental Assessment (EA)* November 2009 

30-day public comments period on Draft Plan EA November 15th-December 
15th 2009 

Review and summarize public comments January 2010 

Revise Draft Plan and write Decision Record* April 2010 

Complete final Management Plan and complete Decision May 2010 
Record* 

*Timeline subject to change based on public scoping outreach strategy. 
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Data Needs 

Molalla River Corridor 
• Campsite Inventory 
• Facility Inventory 
• Trail Inventory 
• Potential Development Inventory 

o Campground locations 
o Day Use area locations 
o Trailhead access points 

Table Rock Wilderness 
• Update Resource assessment 

o Access and Trailheads 
o Commercial use 

• Horse use 
o Problem areas 

• LAC framework 
o Visitor use info 
o Trail monitoring plan 
o Campsite inventory 

• Meadow management 
• Revegetation plan 
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