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2.0 Alternatives  

The outcome of this effort is to develop a comprehensive Recreation Area Management Plan 
(RAMP) that would outline and describe appropriate recreational development locations, 
allowable activities, and associated management for the next 15 years.  Proposed actions would 
provide facilities and infrastructure that cater to existing visitors while expanding camping and 
non-motorized day-use opportunities without causing environmental resource damage.  Below 
describes the overall management goals and objectives and describes each alternative, which 
varies based what ‘recreation niche’ to provide for in the planning area. 

2.1 Management Goals and Objectives 

The following goals and objectives are common to all management alternatives. 
Table 1: Management Goals and Objectives 

Management Goals 

Adaptively manage recreational opportunities offered within SRMA for enhanced use and 
enjoyment of present and future generations 
Manage recreation use in a manner that mitigates impacts on the ecological integrity of the 
planning area 
Administer the SRMA consistent with its identified ‘niche’ in order to maximize community and 
economic benefits 

Management Objectives 

• Develop a management strategy that is 
reasonable, cost-effective and 
implementable 

• Create sustainable satisfying and 
environmentally responsible recreation 
opportunities for users to realize mental 
and physical benefits 

• Engage in collaborative land 
management by working in partnership 
with private and public entities, 
organizations, and recreational user 
groups 

• Publicize available recreational 
opportunities by utilizing technological 
advances in marketing 

• Utilize public information to effectively 
communicate rules, regulations and 
relevant natural and human history  

• Maintain and continue to provide for the 
current recreation mix of designated 
recreation for non-motorized trail users, 
campers, and day-users within the 
SRMA that meets current and future 
demand 

• Increase accessible recreation 
opportunities for a wide range of the 
visiting public 

• Continue to provide and monitor 
dispersed day-use activities and take 
management actions to prevent resource 
damage to the recreation setting 
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2.2 Description of Alternatives 

Recreation Niche Statement:  Describes the ‘recreation niche’ the Alsea Falls SRMA fills in the 
regional recreation market.  Answers the question:  what will the area be known for under the 
alternative? 
 
Intent:  Summarizes the reasoning behind the recreation niche and describes the priorities in 
managing the area.  Describes the targeted visitors and what activities would be provided. 
 
Each alternative also varies by four management themes: 
 

• Overnight Use including Dispersed Recreation:  Includes all components of BLM-
administered overnight use within the SRMA such as rules, regulations, facilities, and 
management strategies; as well as dispersed camping along the byway, near rivers, and 
the potential expansion, in suitable locations, to accommodate present and future user 
demand. 

 
• Day Use and South Fork Alsea River National Back Country Byway including 

Dispersed Recreation:  Includes the rules, regulations, facilities, management, and 
development strategies that concern non-overnight activities including swimming, 
picnicking, recreational driving of roads open to vehicles including the byway, and 
recreational shooting.  Although hunting and fishing are allowable day-use activities and 
occur within the SRMA, the State and Federal Departments of Fish and Wildlife manage 
and regulate these activities. 

 
• Trail System Changes, Development, and Additional Opportunities:  Covers the 17-

mile non-motorized Alsea Falls Trail System, associated trailhead access points, as well 
as potential non-motorized trail expansion and road to trail conversions.  The existing 
non-motorized trail system consist of 12 miles of closed road and 5 miles of natural 
surfaced trails including trails within the Alsea Falls recreation site and leading to Green 
Peak Falls. 

 
• Visitor Services, Environmental Education, Interpretation, and Information:  All 

the public services under BLM's control within the SRMA including administrative 
presence, safety for staff and visitors, information kiosks, interpretative materials, 
environmental education, signage, brochures and websites. 

 
Management direction related to travel and transportation, charging of fees, and  special 
recreation event permits (commercial, competitive, and group activities) applies to all 
alternatives is found in section 3.6 Management Actions Common to All Alternatives. 
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2.3 Alternative A: Continuation of Existing Management (No Action Alternative) 

Recreation Niche Statement:  The Alsea Falls SRMA provides a variety of designated and 
dispersed recreation opportunities along a forested backcountry byway corridor between the 
Willamette and Alsea Valleys.  Use is concentrated to the developed campground and picnic area 
locations of Alsea Falls for a self-directed experience. 
 
Intent:  Provide current level of facilities and amenities.  No development or expansion of 
recreation opportunities would occur within the SRMA.  Actions would focus on modifications 
to existing facilities to address resource protection. 
 
Alternative A proposes continuing current management practices, reflects existing conditions, 
recreation management, and operations within the SRMA, and provides background information 
for Alternative B and C that follow.  No large-scale site development or alteration would occur.  
Alsea Falls Recreation Site would remain managed under current rules and regulations.  Actions 
would only address the most severe resource concerns.  No new trails would be constructed and 
trailhead access would remain in current conditions. 

2.3.1 Overnight Use including Dispersed Recreation (Figure 2) 
• 16 existing campsites within the Alsea Falls campground 
• Dispersed camping is allowed on BLM-administered lands 
• An expanded amenity fee ($12 to $20 per night) is charged for use of these sites 
• First come first serve self service fee registration process monitored by staff and 

campground host 
• Rules including length of stay and quiet hours are posted at the central registration kiosk 
• Nearby trail system 
• Additional management actions would address the most severe resource concerns 

2.3.2 Day-Use and South Fork Alsea River National Back Country Byway including 
Dispersed Recreation (Figure 3) 

• 22 existing picnic sites within the Alsea Falls day-use area 
• No new construction would occur unless current infrastructure proves unsafe 
• Existing trails do not provide accessibility all for ages 
• No camping allowed in the Alsea Falls day-use area 
• A standard amenity fee of $3 per vehicle is charged for use of the day-use area 
• First come first serve self service fee registration process monitored by staff and 

campground host 
• Nearby trail system 
• General site information through brochures, kiosks, bulletin boards, and internet 
• Rules are developed and clearly communicated at the central registration kiosk 
• Campground host and recreation staff clean sites and monitor visitors through patrols 
• Non-gated roads are available to all day-use recreation activities as determined by 

current off-highway vehicle (OHV) designations 
• Only non-motorized forms of recreation are permissible on gated roads 
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• Maintain the existing South Fork Alsea River National Backcountry Byway through 
annual brushing, removal of hazard trees, and sign maintenance 

• Additional management actions would address the most severe resource concerns 

2.3.3 Trail System Changes, Development, and Additional Opportunities 
• Continue periodic maintenance on the 17-mile existing non-motorized Alsea Falls Trail 

System, 5 miles of dirt surface and 12 miles of gated forest road 
• Trail system is accessed from the Alsea Falls recreation site and the Fall Creek trailhead  
• Continue to combine paid youth crew labor with volunteer assistance to complete 

priority work 
• Regular annual maintenance including brushing, grubbing, removal of fallen trees and 

tread repair would continue, as agency funding is available 
• Use of the system would continue to be limited to non-motorized users including hikers, 

mountain bikers and equestrians 
• A few trails restrict bike and equestrian use due to location and slope on the northeast 

side of the South Fork Alsea River 
• A few bulletin boards exist however directional trail signage throughout the system is 

lacking 
• Equestrian parking is limited due to trailer and vehicle size constraints; however, the Fall 

Creek trailhead would provide ideal parking 
• Trails would remain open throughout the year 
• No new trail opportunities would occur 

2.3.4 Visitor Services, Environmental Education, Interpretation, and Information 
• Provide for staff and visitor safety within the recreation site and trail system 
• Onsite campground host stays in the Alsea Falls campground during the recreation 

season (typically mid May through early September) 
 Host amenities include water hookups and use of a BLM portable generator or 

gas for their personal generator to recharge living quarter’s batteries 
• Seasonal staff may choose to live onsite near the maintenance shop 

 Staff amenities include water hookups, a power cord connected to a propane 
generator in the maintenance shop, and a BLM issued cell phone 

• Propane powered generators supply electricity to run equipment and lights in the 
maintenance shop and recharge a variety of batteries that run tools, phones, and radios 

• Administrative presence and visitor monitoring, provided by  the campground host and 
recreation staff, occurs daily for campers while day-user contacts vary 

• Law enforcement is cooperative through an effort between the BLM and Benton County 
Police Department 

• Radio communications with Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area and the Salem 
District office occurs through a handheld, shop mounted, or truck mounted radio system 
broadcast over BLM frequencies 

• Maintain and replace existing general information and directional signage 
• Bulletin boards and kiosks provide non-site specific interpretation while site brochures 

provide minimal history and direction information 
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• Publicize and promote the recreation opportunities within the SRMA and work with 
local communities as funding allows 

• Rules and regulations signage at registration kiosks in the campground and picnic area 
• Five wooden interpretation and information bulletin boards with maps, generic 

interpretation and other important periodic information 
• Road safety signage including speed limits and trail user crossings 
• Some location maps or direction signs scattered throughout the trail system but 

undependable 
• Daily maintenance includes cleaning of vault toilets, campsite, picnic sites, and trash 

monitoring 
• Full trash bags end up in a central garbage bin and transported to the landfill on a weekly 

basis by a local garbage company




