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As the Nation’s principal conservation agency, the Department of Interior has responsibility for most of our 

nationally owned public lands and natural resources. This includes fostering economic use of our land and water 

resources, protecting our fish and wildlife, preserving the environmental and cultural values of our national parks 

and historical places, and providing for the enjoyment of life through outdoor recreation. The Department assesses 

our energy and mineral resources and works to assure that their development is in the best interest of all people. 

The Department also has a major responsibility for American Indian reservation communities and for people who 

live in Island Territories under U.S. administration. 
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1.0 Introduction 
 

The Missouri Bend Recreation Area is located off Highway 34, approximately 30 miles east of 

Waldport, Oregon and 30 miles west of Corvallis, Oregon in Benton County (see map on the following 

page). It was constructed in the 1960s and currently consists of a restroom, eleven picnic tables, and a 

boat launch. The site is adjacent to the Alsea River and is a popular fishing, swimming, and picnicking 

spot. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) parcel is approximately 120 acres.  

 

In 2012, an adjacent landowner contacted the BLM and offered to donate their 0.75 acre parcel 

adjacent to the recreation site. The BLM completed an EA to evaluate the suitability of accepting the 

land donation adjacent to Missouri Bend. The BLM made the Environmental Assessment (EA) (DOI-

BLM-OR-S050-2013-0003-EA) available for public review from February 6, 2013 to March 7, 2013. I 

signed the Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for this project on March 11, 2013.  

 

My decision is based on the analysis documented in the EA and public comments received during the 

comment period.  

 

 

2.0 Decision 
 

Having considered the Proposed Action and the No Action alternative identified in the Environmental 

Assessment (EA) for the Missouri Bend Land Acquisition (EA # DOI-BLM-OR-S050-2013-0003-

EA), and having received no comments on the EA, it is my decision to implement the Proposed Action 

as described in the EA.  

 

 

3.0 Alternatives Considered 

 
The EA analyzed the effects of the proposed action and the no action alternatives. No unresolved 

conflicts concerning alternative uses of available resources (section 102(2) (E) of NEPA) were 

identified. Complete descriptions of the proposed action and the “no action” alternative are contained 

on page 2 of the EA. 
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Figure 1.  Project Location Map 
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4.0 Decision Rationale  
 

The table provides rationale regarding the decision made for each alternative. 

 

Table 1.  Alternative Comparison 

Comparison of Alternatives 

No Action Alternative 

(Alternative A) 

Under this alternative, the property donation would not be accepted. No 

actions would be taken to modify the parcel adjacent to the Missouri Bend. 

 

Rationale for not 

selecting this alternative 

I did not select this alternative because it does not address the issue of public 

safety and public use of private property within the area.  

 

Proposed Action  

(Alternative B) 

 

The Proposed Action is to accept the 0.75 acre property donation and bring it 

under federal management as public domain lands. The property would be 

added to the Missouri Bend Recreation Site and be assigned a late-

successional reserve land use allocation  

 

Rationale for selecting 

this alternative 

I selected this alternative because it complies with the Salem District RMP 

and it will eliminate long standing public use of private property.  The 0.75 

acre addition is located adjacent to the existing site and includes property 

along the river that is regularly used by the public.  The inclusion of the 

property in the recreation site will allow for orderly management of the area 

and help avoid potential private property conflicts in the future. 

 

 

 

5.0 Compliance with Direction  
 

The Missouri Bend Land Acquisition project conforms to the following documents, which direct and 

provide the legal framework for management of BLM-managed lands within the Salem District:   

 

 Salem District Record of Decision and Resource Management Plan (RMP), May 1995, as 

amended 

 Survey and Manage Direction and Settlement Agreement 

 Aquatic Conservation Strategy 

 2012 Northern Spotted Owl Critical Habitat Rule  

 

 

6.0 Public Involvement, Consultation, and Coordination 
 

Public Scoping 

 

In December 2012, the BLM mailed a scoping letter to Benton County. The letter explained the 

property donation offer and provided a contact number for any questions or concerns. The BLM did 

not receive any responses to this letter. 
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As stated in the EA, this project was to be included in the Winter 2013 publication of the BLM’s 

Project Update. Publication of the Project Update has been delayed. The BLM has experience with 

these types of projects and has not found such projects to be controversial. 

 

EA and Draft FONSI Comment Period  

 

The BLM made the EA and draft FONSI available for public review from February 6, 2013 to March 

7, 2013. The BLM did not receive any comments during this period. 

 

Consultation and Coordination  
 

Wildlife:  United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

 

This project is determined to be “no effect.” Further consultation with U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service on this land donation is not required. 

 

Fish:  National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 

 

The property is adjacent to listed fish and critical habitat. The interrelated and interdependent 

actions of the project would be a “May Affect” on OC Coho Salmon. The “May Affect” 

determination is based on the proximity of listed fish and designated critical habitat to potential 

impacts (from actions such as incidental fishing access). Due to the “May Affect” determination, 

those actions would require consultation with the NMFS prior to implementation. Compliance of 

the proposed project activities with guidance described in Endangered Species Act Biological 

Opinion and Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act Essential Fish Habitat 

Consultation for Programmatic Activities of USDA Forest Service, USDI Bureau of Land 

Management, and Coquille Indian Tribe in Western Oregon (NMFS 2010/02700) provides 

consultation coverage for the “May Affect” actions. 

 

 

7.0 Conclusion 
 

Review of Finding of No Significant Impact 
 

I have determined that the FONSI for the Missouri Bend Land Acquisition EA is accurate and valid for 

this project. I have provided the opportunity for public review and have not received any comments 

that lead me to believe the analysis, data, or conclusions are in error or that the selected action needs to 

be altered. There are no significant new circumstances or facts relevant to the selected action or 

associated environmental effects that were not addressed in the EA.  

 

Administrative Review Opportunities 
 

Notice of this decision will be posted on the Salem District internet website. The action is subject to 

appeal to the Interior Board of Land Appeals under 43 CFR Part 4. For additional appeal information, 

contact Stefanie Larew, Marys Peak Environmental Coordinator, at (503) 375-5601. 

 

 



Implementation Date 

Ifno appeals are filed, this decision will become effective after Aprill4, 2013. For additional 
information, contact Stefanic Larew, Project Lead, 1717 Fabry Rd SE, Salem, Oregon, 97306 or at 
(503) 375-5601. 

Approved by: 
Date 

Marys Peak Field Manager 
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