PLAN MAINTENANCE
FISCAL YEAR 1996



1. Refinement of management direction pertaining to riparian reserves.

Standard of accuracy for measuring Riparian Reserve widths. (NFP Record of Decision
page B-13, Roseburg ROD/RMP page 23)

As reviewed by the Regional Ecosystem and Research, and Monitoring Committee; a
reasonable standard of accuracy for measuring Riparian Reserve widths in the field for
management activities is plus or minus 20 feet or plus or minus 10 percent of the
calculated width.

2. Refinement of management direction pertaining to Riparian Reserves.

Determining site-potential tree height for Riparian Reserve widths. NFP Record of
Decision page C-31, Roseburg ROD/RMP page 24)

According to the NFP Record of Decision, and the Roseburg District ROD/RMP, "site
potential tree height is the average maximum height of the tallest dominant trees (200
years or older) for a given site class." As reviewed by the Regional Ecosystem Office and
as set forth by Instruction Memo OR-95-075, the Roseburg District will determine site-
potential tree height for the purpose of establishing Riparian Reserve widths by the
following steps:

e Determine the naturally adapted tree species which is capable of achieving the
greatest height within the fifth field watershed and/or stream reach in question;

e Determine the height and age of dominant trees through on-site measurement or from
inventory data (Continuous Forest Inventory Plots)

Average the site index information across the watershed using inventory plots, or well-
distributed site index data, or riparian-specific derived data where index values have a
large variation;

Select the appropriate site index curve;

Use Table 1 (included in Instruction Memo OR-95-075) to determine the maximum tree
height potential which equates to the prescribed Riparian Reserve widths.

Additional detail concerning site potential tree height determination is contained in the
above referenced instruction memo. Generally, the site potential tree heights used on the
Roseburg District are usually in the vicinity of 160 to 200 feet.

3. Minor change and refinement of management direction pertaining to coarse woody debris
in the matrix.

Coarse woody debris requirements. (NFP Record of Decision page C-40, Roseburg
ROD/RMP pages 34, 38, 65)



As recommended by the Research and Monitoring Committee and as reviewed and
forwarded by the Regional Ecosystem Office, the Roseburg District will use the following
guidelines in meeting the coarse woody debris requirements (leave 120 linear feet of logs
per acre greater than or equal to 16 inches in diameter and 16 feet long) in the General
Forest Management Area and Connectivity/Diversity Blocks.

e In determining compliance with the linear feet requirements for coarse woody debris,
the Roseburg District will use the measurement of the average per acre over the entire
cutting unit, or total across the unit.

e Log diameter requirements for coarse woody debris will be met by measuring logs at
the large end.

e Interdisciplinary teams will establish minimum coarse woody debris requirements on
each acre to reflect availability of coarse woody debris and site conditions.

e During partial harvests early in rotational cycle, it is not necessary to fall the larger
dominant or codominant trees to provide coarse woody debris logs.

e Count decay class 1 and 2 tree sections greater than or equal to 30 inches in diameter
on the large end that are between 6 feet and 16 feet in length toward the 120 linear
feet requirement

In addition, the coarse woody debris requirements have been further refined in cooperation
with the Southwest Oregon Province Advisory Committee, a diverse group of land
managers and interest groups with representation from Federal land management and
regulatory agencies, state and local government, timber industry, recreation,
environmental, conservation, fishing, mining, forest products, grazing, and tribal interests.
After this refinement has been implemented for one year, the Province Advisory
Committee will evaluate the results.

This process for determining coarse woody debris requirements, which is described in
seven steps, is anticipated to be a very simple process that an interdisciplinary team will
follow when planning projects that may impact levels of coarse woody debris. New
prescriptions will be only for the project being planned.

(Note: This plan maintenance refinement was in effect for one year and was not renewed.)
. Minor change in management direction pertaining to lynx.

Change in specific provisions regarding the management of lynx. (NFP Record of
Decision pages C-5, C-45, C-47 C-48; Roseburg ROD/RMP pages 45, 46, and 47).

This documents an Oregon State Director decision to implement through plan
maintenance of the western Oregon BLM resource Management Plans a Regional
Interagency Executive Committee decision.



This refinement of lynx management consists of the changing the survey and manage
lynx requirements from survey prior to ground disturbing activities to extensive surveys.
Implementation schedule is changed from surveys to be completed prior to ground
disturbing activities that will be implemented in fiscal year 1999 to surveys must be
under way by 1996. Protection buffer requirements for lynx are unchanged.

These changes simply resolve an internal conflict within the Northwest Forest Plan
Record of Decision and Roseburg Resource Management Plan.

5. Minor change in standards and guidelines for Buxbaumia piperi

On July 26, 1996, the Oregon State Director issued a minor change in the standards and
guidelines or management action direction in the ROD/RMP for Buxbaumia piperi (a
species of moss) through plan maintenance. The State Director’s action “maintained” the
Roseburg, Salem, Eugene, Medford, and Klamath Falls Resource Management Plans.

Simultaneously, the Forest Service issued Forest Plan corrections for 13 National Forests
in the Northwest to accomplish the same changes.

This plan maintenance action removes B. piperi as Protection Buffer species. This
change corrects an error in which mitigation measures described on page C-27 of the
Northwest Forest Plan Record of Decision and on page 44 of the Roseburg District
ROD/RMP were incorrectly applied to B. Piperi.

B. piperi was addressed in the Scientific Analysis Team (SAT) report published in 1993.
The Northwest Forest Plan Record of Decision included some Protection Buffer species
sections from the SAT report. The SAT Protection Buffer species status was developed
to improve the viability of species considered at risk. Although B. piperi is not rare, it
was apparently carried forward as a Protection Buffer species because it was rated with a
group of rare mosses that occupy similar habitat.

This plan maintenance is supported by staff work and information from the Survey and
Manage Core Team, and the expert panel of Pacific Northwest specialists on bryophytes,
lichens and fungi that participated in the Scientific Analysis Team process.

6. Minor change/correction concerning mountain hemlock dwarf mistletoe

Appendix H-1 of the Roseburg ROD/RMP indicated that Aruethobium tsugense was to be
managed under survey strategies 1 and 2. The Regional Ecosystem Office later
determined mountain hemlock dwarf mistletoe to be common and well distributed in
Oregon, and recommended that Aruethobium tsugense subsp. Mertensianae be managed
as a survey strategy 4 species in Washington only. This information was received in
OSO Information Bulletin OR-95-443 and is adopted as ROD/RMP clarification.
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