


( ) Yes () No 

Remarks: The BLM conducts commercial thinning regularly across western Oregon.  There is 

also a wide body of literature describing the environmental effects of such forest management 

activity.  No effects will be highly controversial.  The public was afforded several opportunities 

to comment on the current proposal, and none of the comments received indicated controversy 

over the nature of the effects on the human environment. 

5. 	Has highly uncertain or involve unique or unknown risks to the human environment (40 CFR 

§1508.27(b) (5))? 

( ) Yes	 () No 

Remarks: The risks to the human environment from the project were analyzed in the Blackbird 

Commercial Thinning EA and will not be highly uncertain or unique. 

6. 	Establishes a precedent for future actions with significant effects or represents a decision in principle 

about a future consideration (40 CFR §1508.27(b) (6))? 

( ) Yes	 () No 

Remarks: The advertisement, auction, and award of a timber sale contract allowing the harvest 

of trees is a well-established practice and will not establish a precedent for future actions. 

7. Is related to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant impacts (40 CFR 

§1508.27(b) (7))? 

( ) Yes () No 

Remarks: The impacts to forest vegetation (pgs. 13-15), wildlife (pgs. 15-21), fire and fuels 

management (pgs. 21-22), soils (pgs. 22-26), hydrology (pgs. 26-31), aquatic habitat and fisheries 

(pgs. 31-33), and botany (pgs. 33-35) were analyzed in the Blackbird Commercial Thinning EA 

and were found to not be significant. 

8. Has adverse effects on districts, sites, highways, structures, or objects listed in or eligible for listing in 

the National Register of Historic Places or may cause loss or destruction of significant scientific, 

cultural, or historical resources (40 CFR §1508.27(b) (8))? 

( ) Yes () No 

Remarks: The BLM has completed Section 106 responsibilities under the National Historic 

Preservation Act, in accordance with the 1998 Oregon State Historic Preservation Office 

protocols (Blackbird Commercial Thinning EA, pg. 36). Inventories for cultural resources were 

completed (May 2009) and resulted in the discovery of two isolated biface fragments.  Since, by 

definition, isolated artifacts are not historic properties; there will be no effect to historic 

properties as a result of the action (Blackbird Commercial Thinning EA, pgs. 11-12, 36). 

9. May adversely affect an endangered or threatened species or its habitat that has been determined to be 

critical under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (40 CFR §1508.27(b) (9))? 

Botanical Species ( ) Yes () No 

Fish Species ( ) Yes () No 

Wildlife Species ( ) Yes () No 

Remarks: Surveys did not identify the presence of any federally threatened or 

endangered botanical species; therefore the action will have no effect on listed 

botanical species (Blackbird Commercial Thinning EA, pg. 33). 

The Swiftwater fisheries staff has determined that any impacts from the proposed action to 

water temperature, substrate/sediment quality, large wood, pool quality, or habitat access 

within the project area will be non-existent or immeasurable above background levels 

(Blackbird Commercial Thinning EA, pg. 32).  Aquatic habitat in Kelly Creek and its 

tributaries will be unaffected, except for short-term reductions in the amount of large and 

small functional wood available to the stream.  Due to the high volume of wood already in 
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