Additional Information on the Tioga Bridge and Susan Creek Day-Use
Area Improvements Project

The following information was requested by members of the public at a
public field tour of the project area on August 15, 2009.

August 19, 2009

Miles of fishing access that would be gained through construction of the Tioga Bridge was
misstated in the environmental assessment (EA) (pg. 36). Approximately % to % miles of access
(for fisherman walking above ordinary high water) would be gained downstream of the Tioga
Bridge, not three to five miles as was stated in the EA. However, it is probable that during low
flow more than one mile of fishing access would be gained downstream (for fisherman walking
below ordinary high water).

Congress designated the North Umpqua Wild and Scenic River and classified it as “Recreational”
in 1988. It is not classified as “Wild” or “Scenic”. The 33.8 mile corridor was designated for the
following Outstandingly Remarkable Values: fisheries, water quality and quantity, recreation,
scenery, and cultural resources.

The North Umpqua River Management Plan (NURMP) was completed by three agencies in 1992
and states that “the area is readily accessible to a broad segment of the population and provides a
variety of river-related recreational opportunities such as non-motorized boating activities, fly
angling, developed and dispersed camping, day use picnicking and swimming, horseback riding,
hiking, sightseeing, bicycling, photography, nature study, and scenic driving. [....]This highway has
received both national and regional recognition for its exceptional scenic quality and accessibility
to a myriad of recreational and interpretive opportunities” (pg. 12).

The NURMP also directs the agencies involved to “encourage a wide diversity of recreation
activities in the corridor. There are several lesser pursued recreation uses (hiking, mountain biking,
picnicking, horseback riding, photography, sightseeing) that are appropriate within the area” (pg.
19).

The EA states, “Do not cause turbidity in waters of the State or U.S. greater than 10 percent above
background reading (up to 100 feet upstream of the Project), as measured 100 feet downstream
of the project” (pg. 14). Increase in turbidity would be measured up to 100 feet upstream of the
project site prior to the beginning of construction. Turbidity 100 feet downstream of the project
site would be measured periodically during construction to check that increases in turbidity do
not reach more than 10 percent over the background reading.

Visitor use numbers at BLM campgrounds on the Roseburg District are documented each day by
campground hosts as “daily visits”. At the Susan Creek Campground, over 11,000 visits are
documented each camping season. The numbers counted by campground hosts can also be
validated using the following formula: the number of campsites (29), multiplied by the use season
(195 days), multiplied by the average number people per campsite (3) and the average occupancy
rate (approximately 70%, but varies annually due to a variety of factors equal 11,571 visits per
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year (29 x 190 x 3 x 0.70=11,571). For other recreation sites, trail counters, data collected by river
monitors and other sources are used to derive annual use estimates. The use numbers are entered into
a BLM recreation database called the Recreation Management Information System (RMIS). Annual

factors that influence visitor use rates include the economy (primarily unemployment rates and gasoline
prices), inclement or extremely hot weather, local wildfire activity, tourism marketing, word of mouth,
etc.
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The estimated cost to reseal the Tioga Bridge (approximately every 10 years) is $1080 for sealant plus
$2500 for labor and temporary containment tarps under the bridge.
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The BLM is working to refine preliminary cost estimates and breakdowns. This information will be
made publicly available as soon as possible.

There were questions raised about the legal access on a road on the south side of the North Umpqua

River. The BLM is currently trying to determine the legal access rights for that road. This information
will be made publicly available as soon as possible.
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