
 

 
 

    
 

 

   

 
   

 
 

    
 

 
    

  

 

  
  

 
 
 

  

 
    

 
  

   
   

 

 
          

   
 

 
 

   
    

 
  

 
          

 
 

 
  

   
 

Prineville District – Questions & Answers 
May 2012 

Changes to Road Access in the John Day Basin Resource Mgmt. Plan 

Many people are concerned that the John Day Basin Resource Management Plan will prevent them from 
accessing their private property or other areas such as mining claims if that access crosses BLM-managed 
public lands. Here are some of the common questions we’ve been receiving. Don’t see your question here? 
Give us a call at (541) 416-6700 or email us at: BLM_OR_PR_Mail@blm.gov and put “John Day RMP 
question” in the subject line. 

Q: When I look at the travel management maps, it looks like the road that crosses BLM land to my 
private property will be closed. What can I do? 

A:  The BLM addresses access to private property and other administrative access needs through Right-of-
Way agreements. Right-of-Way agreements are legal binding documentation of access rights granted to the 
applicant. The BLM has an application process for evaluating and issuing these rights. Closures in the interim 
travel management plan apply to the general public and were not intended to infer that the BLM would not 
continue to follow its Right-of-Way application process for access to private property.  Right-of-Way 
applications are available on this webpage, or by calling (541-416-6700) or visiting the Prineville BLM office 
(3050 NE 3rd St., Prineville) or the Malheur National Forest Office. 

Q: Will I be able to access my mining claim if the road to the area is closed 

A:  Valid mining claims on BLM lands should have the appropriate access identified as part of the Mining 
Plan of Operations or through a Right-of-Way application.  Mining claims on private lands accessed by 
crossing BLM-managed public lands would require a Right-of-Way.  Right-of-Way applications are available 
on this webpage, or by calling (541-416-6700) or visiting the Prineville BLM office (3050 NE 3rd St., Prineville) 
or the Malheur National Forest Office. 

Q: I have to drive through BLM to get to my private pasture. Will I still be able to do this if the portion of 
road that crosses BLM is closed in this plan? 

A: The same process that the BLM has in place to provide access to homes also applies to grazing access. You 
can apply for a Right-of-Way to continue accessing your private pasture by downloading the form available 
on this website, or by calling (541-416-6700) or visiting the Prineville BLM office (3050 NE 3rd St., Prineville) 
or the Malheur National Forest Office. For access to a BLM allotment, the BLM will continue to work with 
grazing lessees on a case by case basis for access needs on the allotment they retain a lease to graze. Lessees 
with specific questions are encouraged to contact their rangeland management specialist. 

Q: I have applied for a Right-of-Way. Will I be able to keep using the road to my claim or property while 
that’s being processed? 

A: Yes. Once your application is received, you will be mailed a letter that we have received your application. 
This letter will also indicate that you will have administrative access consistent with your application for the 
road(s) you have applied for a Right-of-Way on while your application is being processed. 
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Q: It seems like you’re closing a lot of roads in the Preferred Alternative. How did you decide to go from 
742 miles of identified roads down to 333 miles? 

A:  The Proposed Resource Management Plan does propose to reduce the number of identified routes from 
742 miles to 333 miles. However, it’s important to know that of the current 742 miles of identified roads: 

 250 miles of roads are considered “landlocked” and not accessible by the general public since they 
would require private landowner permission to use; 

 168 miles of duplicate, short or ill-defined roads were identified by the BLM with input from the 
public that could be closed to reduce road densities and decrease ecological impacts; and 

 333 miles of roads will remain open year round or seasonally to allow the public’s continued ability 
to access blocks of BLM lands (the 333 miles includes several miles of new road as well). 

Q: I get to my property on a Forest Service road. Will access be changed here too? 

A: The changes in the John Day Basin RMP will only apply to BLM-administered roads within the John Day 
Basin Planning Area. Within this boundary there are also roads managed by other agencies such as the U.S. 
Forest Service and various counties that are not affected by this plan. 

Q: Where can I get a Right-of-Way Application? 

A:  You can contact the Prineville BLM at (541) 416-6700 to speak with a realty specialist to find out if you 
need to apply for a Right-of-Way. If you need one, the specialist can email or mail you a copy of the 
application. You can also download an application by clicking here >>> 

Q: Your maps online are small and hard to read. Are they available anywhere else so that I can decide if I 
need to apply for a Right-of-Way or not? 

A:  You can do two things. You can zoom in on the maps that we have on the Prineville District website to 
get more detail. If that doesn’t work, the BLM has placed larger copies of the maps in several areas around 
Central Oregon, such as the Malheur National Forest office John Day, and the Prineville BLM office. You can 
also request a copy or CD of the RMP, which will include copies of the maps. 

Q: When your plan is done, are there any more opportunities to provide input on the roads? 

A: Yes! When the Record of Decision is signed, an “interim” travel management plan will go into effect, and 
the plan identifies the criteria and process we will use to develop the “final” travel management plan. We 
will hold additional public meetings and would like continued public input into the development of this final 
plan. In addition, we will not look to go out and immediately enforce the interim plan; instead, we will work 
to educate and inform the public about the interim travel management plan and let people know how they 
can stay involved. 

Q: How to I make sure I get notified to provide input into the final travel management plan? 

A:  Call the Prineville BLM at (541) 416-6700 or email them at: BLM_OR_PR_Mail@blm.gov and ask to be 
placed on the mailing list. You can also find additional information about the plan, maps, and more questions 
and answers on the Prineville BLM website: 
http://www.blm.gov/or/districts/prineville/plans/johndayrmp/index.php 
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