
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dearr Interested PParty, 

I amm writing to bbring to yourr attention thhe current efffforts of the BBureau of Laand Manageement 
(BLMM) in dealinng with the isssue of noxioous weeds onn the Prinevville District. . 

Noxiious and othher weeds annd invasive pplants infest mmillions of aacres in Oreggon and are 
spreaading at a raate of 10 to 15 percent peer year. To aaddress this iissue, the Buureau of Lannd 
Mannagement (BLLM) recentlyy completedd a Vegetatioon Treatmentt Using Herbbicides on BBLM 
Landds in Oregonn Environmeental Impact Statement (EEIS) and Reecord of Deccision (ROD)) that 
addrressed the use of up to 177 herbicides in Oregon. HHowever, beecause the RROD was a 
proggrammatic deecision, speccific projectss must still uundergo site--specific anaalysis and 
decission-makingg at the field level. 

Thuss, the Prinevville District is beginningg the planninng process too assess the ssite-specific 
effeccts of herbicide use, to control weedss and invasivve vegetatio n to improvee the ecolog ical 
healtth of our plaant communiities. As partt of the plannning effort, tthe District iis preparing an 
Enviironmental AAssessment ((EA) titled, EEnvironmental Assessmeent for Vegeetation Treattments 
usingg Herbicidess on the Prinneville Distriict, which wwill focus on the effects oof using 17 
herbicides authoorized in the ROD. 

The Prineville DDistrict manaages over 1.66 million acr es of public lands in Oreegon, of whiich 
abouut 350,000 accres are infested with nooxious and otther weeds aand invasivee vegetation. The 
Distrrict treats appproximatelyy 13,000 acrees of noxiouus and other wweeds and innvasive vegeetation 
eachh year. Of thoose, about 1,,000 acres arre treated wiith herbicidees and the remmaining 12,0000 
acress are treated using non-hherbicide meethods, incluuding manuall, mechanicaal, and bioloogical 
(inseects and livestock) controol methods, and fire for resource objjectives. 

Currrently, the Prrineville Dis trict uses onnly four herbbicides approoved for use in Oregon. BBeing 
able to use 13 addditional herrbicides wouuld allow the District to uuse herbicidees that are mmore 
targeet-specific annd effective than the fouur herbicides  it is currenttly using. UUsed in 
combbination with other man agement praactices, herbiicide treatmeents can sloww the spreadd of 
noxious and otheer weeds andd invasive pllants, which in turn help ps to restore eecosystem hhealth 
and wwatershed fuunctions. 

Publlic scoping ffor the EA pllanning proccess will be oopen until Juuly 15, 2011. A news rellease 
has bbeen distribuuted to the mmedia, interessted groups, and state aggencies notiffying them oof the 
plannning and scooping processs. Environmmental Asses sments are aalso being prrepared by thhe 
eightt other BLMM Districts inn the state as part of theirr planning prrocesses for the use of 
herbicides. Whille these EAs will be done concurrenttly, each willl be Districtt-specific. 

The BLM will be seeking puublic commeents on this pplanning effoort throughoout the scopinng 
periood, which ruuns through JJuly 15th, 20011. Commeents on the PPrineville Disstrict EA cann be 
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submmitted by maail to: Sarah Canham, Diistrict Weed//Invasive Plaant Coordinaator, Bureauu of 
Landd Managemeent, Prinevillle District, 33050 NE Thiird Street, Prrineville, Oreegon 97754;; by 
electtronic mail (email) to BLLM_OR_PRR_Mail@blmm.gov attentioon “Herbicidde EA”; by 
facsiimile to (5411) 416-6798;; or in personn at the Prinneville Distri ict office. 

A suummary of thhe proposal aand commennt forms willl be providedd at the BLMM Prineville 
Distrrict office foor the public to learn morre about the proposal annd to submit written 
commments. 

Writtten commennts should bee received byy July 15, 20011, to ensurre considerattion. The puublic 
will also have thhe opportunitty to commeent on the prooposal durinng public commment perioods 
assoc tthe Draft EAA, which shoould be availaable in sprinng 2012. Beffore includinngciated with 
yourr address, phhone numberr, email address, or otherr personal iddentifying infformation inn your 
commment, you shhould be awaare that yourr entire commment – incluuding your ppersonal 
identtifying inforrmation – maay be made ppublicly avaailable at anyy time.  Whille you can ask us 
in yoour commennt to withholdd your persoonal identifyiing informattion from puublic review,, we 
cannnot guaranteee that we willl be able to do so. 
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