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•	 Federal land management agencies (Forest Service, 
Pacific Northwest Research Station, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, and the Bureau of 
Land Management) are working together to develop 
a long term National Assessment of Rangelands to 
improve the efficiency and effectiveness of 
rangeland inventory, monitoring and assessment 
efforts. 

•	 The Assessment is being conducted in order to 
report to Congress and the American public on the 
condition of public rangelands.  

•	 A collaborative partnership called the Sustainable Rangelands Roundtable, comprised of over 
50 organizations including government agencies, universities, non-profits, and private 
landowners, asked the federal agencies participating in the Roundtable to develop a proposal for 
incorporating all federal non-forested lands into the two existing large-scale sampling programs 
– the Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) program in the Forest Service and the National 
Resources Inventory (NRI) program in the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  

•	 The federal agencies agreed to conduct a pilot in central Oregon to develop consistent 
definitions and protocols, examine the adequacy of the FIA and NRI sampling frames and the 
adaptability of existing survey operations, and outline joint budgetary needs. 

•	 Central Oregon was selected for the pilot project because of the established interagency 
coordination that is already in place.  In addition, there is an appropriate mix of different land 
ownerships and there is a wealth of other data available to help evaluate the outcomes of the 
pilot. 

•	 The pilot will cover 13 Counties in Central Oregon encompassing 30 million acres, including 
federal, state, private, and Tribal lands.  Approximately 200 new plots will be established and 
sampled only on federal non-forested lands, primarily managed by BLM within the Lakeview, 
Burns, and Prineville Districts. The work will begin in May 2007 and continue through the 
summer months. 

•	 Sampling will be conducted by the FIA program in the Forest Service and the NRI program in 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service as part of their ongoing work on other lands.   

•	 Data collected will include information on the amount of bare ground, vegetation composition, 
invasive species, fragmentation and amount of rangeland. 

•	 For further information, contact Dan Tippy at (541) 416-6729. 


